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By Ellen Knickmeyer, Zeke Miller
and Josh Boak
The Associated Press

GLASGOW,SCOTLAND» In a markedly more hum-
ble tone for a U.S. leader, President Joe Biden ac-
knowledged at a U.N. summit Monday that the
United States and other energy-gulping devel-
oped nations bear much of the responsibility for
climate change and said actions taken this de-
cade to contain global warming will be decisive
in preventing future generations from suffering.

“None of us can escape the worst that is yet
to come if we fail to seize this moment,” Biden
declared.

The president treated the already visible cri-
sis for the planet — flooding, volatile weather,
droughts andwildfires— as a unique opportunity
to reinvent the global economy. Standing before
world leaders gathered in Scotland, he sought
to portray the enormous costs of limiting emis-
sions from coal, oil and natural gas as a chance
to create jobs by transitioning to renewable en-
ergy and electric automobiles.

Yet he also apologized for former President
Donald Trump’s decision to leave the Paris Agree-
ment and the role the U.S. and other wealthy
countries played in contributing to climate
change.

U.N. SUMMIT

Biden:
‘Seize’
climate
moment
President says actions taken this
decade key to containing global
warming, apologizes for Trump

Ontario
International
Airport Authority
President Alan
D. Wapner
discusses
changes at the
airport over the
past five years
during the State
of the Airport
address Monday.
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By Steve Scauzillo
sscauzillo@scng.com

Celebrating five years to the
day since Ontario International
Airport broke free from Los An-
geles, officials onMonday boasted
that the unshackled Inland Em-
pire airport has become a viable
option for more travelers and an
economic engine for the region.

About 350 city, county, airport,
airline and state representatives
gathered at the Ontario Conven-
tion Center to mark the anniver-
sary, hearing how the indepen-
dent airport increased passenger
and cargo traffic, developed new
sources of revenue and plowed
federal grants into improvements
to runways and taxiways.

Airport officials gave a short

history lesson, looking back on
the past and on the new admin-
istration’s actions during the past
five years.

After a seven-year campaign
complete with bumper stickers
that read “Set Ontario Free,” On-
tario airport cut all ties with Los
Angeles World Airports on Nov.
1, 2016, and transferred owner-
ship to a joint governing author-
ity composed of the city of On-
tario and San Bernardino County.

The Ontario International

ONTARIO

Inland airport celebrates flying solo
Hub boosts income, flights since cutting
ties with L.A. agency in 2016, officials say

By Carla K. Johnson
The Associated Press

The global death toll from CO-
VID-19 topped 5million Monday, less
than two years into a crisis that has
not only devastated poor countries but
also humbled wealthy ones with first-
rate health care systems.

Together, the United States, the Eu-
ropean Union, Britain and Brazil — all
upper-middle- or high-income coun-
tries — account for one-eighth of the
world’s population but nearly half of
all reported deaths. The U.S. alone has
recorded over 745,000 lives lost, more
than any other nation.

“This is a defining moment in our

lifetime,” said Dr. Albert Ko, an in-
fectious disease specialist at the Yale
School of Public Health. “What do we
have to do to protect ourselves so we
don’t get to another 5 million?”

The death toll, as tallied by Johns
Hopkins University, is about equal to
the populations of Los Angeles and

PANDEMIC

COVID-19’s global death toll tops 5M in under 2 years
A man gets
his dose of
the Sinovac
vaccine at
a COVID-19
vaccination
site for older
adults in
Duque de
Caxias, Brazil,
in March.
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From staff reports

With a Super Bowl coming in February to SoFi Stadium in Inglewood, the Rams continue to show how much they
want to be a part of that game.

On Monday, the Rams announced they had traded for eight-time Pro Bowl linebacker Von Miller, sending a pair
of 2022 draft picks to the Denver Broncos in exchange. Miller is one of the best pass rushers in the past decade and
will line up with a defense that features the NFL’s best lineman, Aaron Donald, and one of its best defensive backs,
Jalen Ramsey.

The Rams (7-1) already traded their No. 1 pick in next year’s draft for quarterback Matthew Stafford. They sent sec-
ond- and third-round picks to land Miller, whose contract expires this season.

See full coverage in Sports

NFL

MILLER TIME ON
TAP FOR RAMS

DAVID ZALUBOWSKI — THE ASSOCIATED PRESS FILE

The Rams on Monday made a trade for Denver Broncos linebacker Von Miller (58), who is an eight-time Pro Bowler and
considered one of the best pass rushers in the NFL. The Rams sent the Broncos two picks in the 2022NFL draft.

Trade for star linebacker another push for Super Bowl run this season
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San Francisco combined. 
It rivals the number of peo-
ple killed in battles among 
nations since 1950, accord-
ing to estimates from the 
Peace Research Institute 
Oslo. Globally, COVID-19 is 
now the third leading cause 
of death, after heart disease 
and stroke.

The staggering figure is 
almost certainly an under-
count because of limited 
testing and people dying at 
home without medical at-
tention, especially in poor 
parts of the world, such as 
India.

Hot spots have shifted 
over the 22 months since 
the outbreak began, turn-
ing different places on the 
world map red. Now, the 
virus is pummeling Russia, 
Ukraine and other parts of 
Eastern Europe, especially 
where rumors, misinfor-
mation and distrust in gov-
ernment have hobbled vac-
cination efforts. In Ukraine, 
only 17% of the adult popu-
lation is fully vaccinated; in 
Armenia, only 7%.

“What’s uniquely differ-
ent about this pandemic is 
it hit hardest the high-re-
source countries,” said Dr. 
Wafaa El-Sadr, director of 
ICAP, a global health cen-
ter at Columbia University. 
“That’s the irony of CO-
VID-19.”

Wealthier nations with 
longer life expectancies 
have larger proportions of 
older people, cancer survi-
vors and nursing home res-
idents, all of whom are es-
pecially vulnerable to CO-
VID-19, El-Sadr noted. 
Poorer countries tend to 
have larger shares of chil-
dren, teens and young 
adults, who are less likely 
to fall seriously ill from the 
coronavirus.

India, despite its terrify-
ing delta surge that peaked 
in early May, now has a 
much lower reported daily 
death rate than wealthier 
Russia, the U.S. or Britain, 
though there is uncertainty 
around its figures.

The seeming disconnect 
between wealth and health 
is a paradox that disease ex-

perts will be pondering for 
years. But the pattern that 
is seen on the grand scale, 
when nations are com-
pared, is different when 
examined at closer range. 
Within each wealthy coun-
try, when deaths and infec-
tions are mapped, poorer 
neighborhoods are hit hard-
est.

In the U.S., for example, 
COVID-19 has taken an out-
size toll on Black and His-
panic people, who are more 
likely than White people to 
live in poverty and have less 
access to health care.

“When we get out our 
microscopes, we see that 
within countries, the most 
vulnerable have suffered 
most,” Ko said.

Wealth has also played a 
role in the global vaccina-
tion drive, with rich coun-
tries accused of locking up 
supplies. The U.S. and oth-
ers are already dispens-
ing booster shots at a time 
when millions across Africa 
haven’t received a single 
dose, though the rich coun-
tries are also shipping hun-
dreds of millions of shots to 
the rest of the world.

Africa remains the 

world’s least vaccinated re-
gion, with just 5% of the 
population of 1.3 billion 
people fully covered.

“This devastating mile-
stone reminds us that we 
are failing much of the 
world,” U.N. Secretary-Gen-
eral António Guterres said 
in a written statement. 
“This is a global shame.”

Vaccine for kids
Meanwhile, anticipat-

ing a green light from vac-
cine advisers, the Biden 
administration is assem-
bling and shipping mil-
lions of COVID-19 shots 
for children ages 5-11, the 
White House said Mon-
day. The first could go 
into children’s arms by 
midweek.

“We are not waiting on 
the operations and logis-
tics,” said coronavirus co-
ordinator Jeff Zients.

By vaccinating chil-
dren, the U.S. hopes to 
head off another coronavi-
rus wave during the cold-
weather months when 
people spend more time 
indoors and respiratory 
illnesses can spread more 
easily. Cases have been 

declining for weeks, but 
the virus has repeatedly 
shown its ability to stage a 
comeback and more easily 
transmissible mutations 
are a persistent threat.

Today, a special advi-
sory panel to the Centers 
for Disease Control and 
Prevention will meet to 
consider detailed recom-
mendations for admin-
istering the Pfizer-BioN-
Tech vaccine to younger 
children. The Food and 
Drug Administration al-
ready cleared the shots, 
which deliver about one-
third of the vaccine given 
to adults. After CDC ad-
visers make their recom-
mendations, agency direc-
tor Dr. Rochelle Walensky 
will give the final order.

Zients said the govern-
ment has enough of the 
Pfizer vaccine for all 28 
million children in the 
5-11 age group.

“We’re in great shape on 
supply,” Zients said during 
the White House coronavi-
rus briefing.

The children’s vaccina-
tion drive is expected to 
start later this week and 
go into full swing by next 

week. Parents will be able 
to go to vaccines.gov and 
filter on vaccines for chil-
dren 5-11 to find a location 
near them that is offering 
the shot.

Pfizer’s vaccine already 
has been authorized for 
use in older children.

After the FDA gave its 
authorization for younger 
children, the Biden ad-
ministration asked states, 
territories and other juris-
dictions to place their ini-
tial orders. Workers at the 
drug company and at dis-
tribution centers began 
the process of preparing 
and packing 15 million 
doses, said Zients.

“More doses will be 
packed and shipped and 
delivered,” he added. 
“More and more vaccine 
will come on line as we 
ramp up.”

The goal is for parents 
to have a range of options 
for getting children vacci-
nated, from pediatricians’ 
offices to clinics and phar-
macies.

Separately, Zients an-
nounced that about 70% of 
U.S. adults are now fully 
vaccinated, while 80% 

have received at least one 
vaccine dose.

Military mandates
As deadlines loom for 

military and defense civil-
ians to get mandated CO-
VID-19 vaccines, senior 
leaders must now wres-
tle with the fate of those 
who flatly refuse the shots 
or are seeking exemptions, 
and how to make sure 
they are treated fairly and 
equally.

The vast majority of the 
active duty force has re-
ceived at least one shot, but 
tens of thousands have not. 
For some it may be a career-
ending decision. Others 
could face transfers, travel 
restrictions, limits on de-
ployments and require-
ments to repay bonuses.

Exemption decisions for 
medical, religious and ad-
ministrative reasons will be 
made by unit commanders 
around the world on what 
the Pentagon says will be a 
“case-by-case” basis. That 
raises a vexing issue for 
military leaders who are 
pushing a vaccine mandate 
seen as critical to maintain-
ing a healthy force but want 
to avoid a haphazard, in-
consistent approach with 
those who refuse.

Military vaccination 
rates are higher than those 
of the general population 
in the United States and 
the reasons for objecting 
— often based on misin-
formation — are similar 
to those heard throughout 
the country. But unlike 
most civilians, military 
personnel are routinely re-
quired to get as many as 17 
vaccines and face penalties 
for refusing.

The military services are 
reporting between 1%-7% 
remain unvaccinated. De-
fense Secretary Lloyd Aus-
tin has called for compas-
sion in dealings with those 
troops, which totals nearly 
60,000 active duty service 
members, according to 
data released last week. 
Officials say the numbers 
change daily, and include 
those who may have gotten 
or requested an exemption. 
They have declined to say 
how many troops are still 
seeking an exemption or 
refused the vaccine.
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Reena Kesarwani holds a photograph of her husband, Anand Babu Kesarwani, who died of COVID-19, in their hardware 
shop Oct. 25�in Chhitpalgarh, a village in India’s Uttar Pradesh state.

Airport Authority cut ex-
penses, raised cash by leas-
ing vacant land to cargo 
companies, added new ter-
minal concessions that in-
cluded a first-ever ramen-
dispensing vending ma-
chine, increased parking 
revenue and brought in 
Ontario police and fire de-
partments to handle public 
safety, explained Alan Wap-
ner, an Ontario City Coun-
cil member and president 
of the authority’s board of 
commissioners.

“There isn’t a person in 
this room that isn’t touched 
in some way by the airport,” 
he said from a ballroom 
stage. “The economic im-
pact is in the billions of dol-
lars, with hundreds of thou-
sands of jobs depending on 
our airport.”

San Bernardino County 
Supervisor Curt Hagman, 
speaking by video, said: 
“There is no greater eco-
nomic engine for the Inland 
Empire than Ontario Inter-
national Airport.”

During the past five 
years, the number of air-
lines operating there in-
creased by 50%, as did the 
number of nonstop desti-
nations, including service 
to Hawaii added this year. 
Total departures climbed 
from 403 to 460 per week, 
while the number of pas-
senger seats jumped from 
52,000 to 66,500, the air-
port reported.

In 2019, the airport 
moved 5.5 million passen-
gers — a 10-year high — 
and was named the fast-

est growing airport in the 
United States by Global 
Traveler, an industry pub-
lication.

Air passenger volume 
fell 90% starting in March 
2020 and by 50% at year’s 
end during the coronavi-
rus pandemic. However, 
the airport has seen steady 
growth since and is the fast-
est recovering airport in the 
country, Wapner said.

In September, passenger 
volume reached 97% of pre-
pandemic levels, with the 
airport welcoming 453,000 
air travelers, more than 

double the September 2020 
volume of 195,000, officials 
reported.

As the pandemic eases 
and more flights are added, 
passengers are finding On-
tario airport more conve-
nient than other airports, 
officials said.

“It’s the same reason that 
attracted people prepan-
demic: convenience,” Wap-
ner said in an earlier inter-
view. “It is the closest air-
port for a lot of folks. They 
can find parking easily. Plus 
now we have more afford-
able rates.”

Wapner noted that the re-
turn of Jet Blue, the addi-
tion of flights by Southwest 
Airlines and new interna-
tional flights to Mexico and 
El Salvador have boosted 
air traffic. China Airlines 
has restarted flights to Tai-
wan, although they are less 
frequent than before the 
pandemic, in another nod 
to the slow addition of in-
ternational flights, Wapner 
said.

Air cargo has also been 
a success story. The airport 
will have its second-best 
air freight year by Dec. 31, 

he said, trailing only 2020, 
when online ordering 
soared and freight volumes 
rose by 20%.

Cargo hubs accounted 
for $1.5 billion in business 
from 2016-2021, doubling 
air cargo volumes, offi-
cials said. Amazon and its 
cargo airline, Prime Air, 
plus FedEx Express and 
UPS have experienced air 
freight growth at the air-
port, making it first in the 
United States for outgoing 
freight shipments.

Wapner said that with 
the jam-up of ships at the 

ports of Los Angeles and 
Long Beach, more compa-
nies are moving goods by 
air, and Ontario could ben-
efit.

“When we started there 
was no Inland Empire. Now 
it is time we step up and re-
ally become that empire,” 
Wapner said.

Saying the airport is be-
hind in public transporta-
tion links, he mentioned a 
project being planned by 
The Boring Co. and the San 
Bernardino County Trans-
portation Authority that 
will whisk passengers in 
high-speed electric trans-
ports by tunnel between 
the airport and the Metro-
link station in Rancho Cu-
camonga.

He also said the airport 
is looking at prototypes of 
electric airplanes to reduce 
its carbon footprint. The 
airport is working on con-
verting gasoline and diesel-
fuel ground vehicles to nat-
ural gas and battery power, 
he said.

Atif Elkadi, the airport’s 
deputy chief executive offi-
cer, who emceed the event, 
said the relationships with 
carriers, hotels, Omnitrans, 
the Transportation Author-
ity and new concessionaires 
such as Dunkin were the fo-
cus of the five-year building 
period.

The only obstacle to 
growth is the difficulty 
concessionaires are having 
finding people to fill job 
openings, Wapner said. The 
same goes for filling slots 
for pilots and flight atten-
dants, he said.

“This feels like the clos-
ing of the first chapter,” 
Elkadi said, “and we are 
about to start Chapter 2.”

Airport
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Ontario International Airport Authority President Alan D. Wapner speaks during the 2021�State of the Airport 
address in Ontario on Monday. The event, held at the Ontario Convention Center, celebrated five years of 
independence from the hub’s former governing agency, Los Angeles World Airports. 

By Robert Jablon and 
Don Thompson
The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES >> A California 
judge has ruled for top drug 
manufacturers as local gov-
ernments seek billions of 
dollars to cover their costs 
from the nation’s opioid ep-

idemic.
Orange County Superior 

Court Judge Peter Wilson 
issued a tentative ruling 
Monday that said the gov-
ernments hadn’t proven the 
pharmaceutical companies 
used deceptive marketing 
to increase unnecessary 
opioid prescriptions and 

create a public nuisance.
“There is simply no evi-

dence to show that the rise 
in prescriptions was not the 
result of the medically ap-
propriate provision of pain 
medications to patients 
in need,” Wilson wrote in 
a ruling of more than 40 
pages.

“Any adverse down-
stream consequences flow-
ing from medically appro-
priate prescriptions can-
not constitute an actionable 
public nuisance,” the ruling 
said.

Los Angeles, Orange 
and Santa Clara counties 
and the city of Oakland ar-

gued that the pharmaceuti-
cal companies misled both 
doctors and patients. They 
say the drugmakers down-
played the risks of addic-
tions, overdoses and deaths 
while overstating the ben-
efits for long-term health 
conditions.

The drugmakers say opi-

oids are appropriate for 
many chronic-pain patients.

Both sides acknowledged 
there was an opioid abuse 
epidemic.

Wilson said drug abuse 
hospitalizations and over-
dose deaths “starkly dem-
onstrate the enormity of the 
ongoing problem.”

ORANGE COUNTY

Judge rules for opioid makers in damages lawsuit 
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