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1.0 INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND 

1.1 Background 

The San Bernardino County Transportation Authority (SBCTA), in cooperation with the 
cities of Pomona, Montclair, Ontario, Rancho Cucamonga, and Fontana, proposes 
construction of the 35-mile-long West Valley Connector Corridor (WVCC) Bus Rapid 
Transit (BRT) Project, which would decrease travel times and improve the existing 
public transit system within the corridor.  

The project includes up to 60 station platforms at 33 locations/major intersections and 
associated improvements. The environmental review process for the project was 
completed in accordance with California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and 
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) requirements. A Notice of Availability (NOA) 
and digital copy of the Draft Environmental Impact Report (EIR)/Environmental 
Assessment (EA) was circulated for public review from June 24 to August 8, 2019. The 
Final EIR under CEQA and Finding of No Significant Impacts (FONSI) under NEPA 
were prepared in March 2020. The SBCTA and participating cities identified Alternative 
B (Full BRT with 3.5 miles of dedicated bus-only lanes on Holt Boulevard in Ontario) as 
the preferred alternative. The SBCTA Board certified the Final EIR in May 2020, and the 
Federal Transit Administration (FTA) issued a FONSI for the project shortly after the 
Final EIR was certified. 

Subsequent to environmental approval of the WVCC Project in 2020, the SBCTA 
proceeded with project design of the Phase I/Milliken Alignment. To deliver the most 
cost-effective project, the SBCTA has continued to review the project for savings. 
Subsequently, the SBCTA has identified changes that could be implemented to help 
achieve significant cost savings and also meet California's health-based air quality 
standards and greenhouse gas emission reduction goals while adhering to the project’s 
purpose and need.  

1.2 Purpose of this Document 

This document has been prepared to address the potential environmental impacts 
associated with the proposed project changes, as well as any changes to the 
environmental and regulatory setting that may have occurred since approval of the Final 
EIR/FONSI. This document serves as an Addendum to the EIR in compliance with 
CEQA, and as an Environmental Reevaluation to the EA and the subsequent FONSI in 
compliance with NEPA. 
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1.2.1 Basis in CEQA 

CEQA Guidelines Section 15164(a) permits the CEQA lead agency (SBCTA) to prepare 
an Addendum to a previously certified EIR if some changes or additions to the project 
are necessary, but none of the conditions described in CEQA Guidelines Section 
15162(a)(1) (e.g., “substantial changes requiring major revisions to the previous 
environmental document due to the involvement of new significant environmental 
effects”) have occurred. Consistent with CEQA Guidelines Sections 15164(a) and 
15162(a)(1), this EIR Addendum has been prepared to document changes to the project 
that do not constitute “substantial changes requiring major revisions to the previous 
environmental document due to the involvement of new significant environmental 
effects.” 

1.2.2 Basis in NEPA 

As a project proceeds in its development from environmental review through 
construction, there may be circumstances that could affect the validity of its NEPA 
documentation or approval. The FTA, Federal Highway Administration, and Federal 
Railroad Administration joint NEPA regulations (23 Code of Federal Regulations [CFR] 
part 771) contain a process in 23 CFR 771.129 for reevaluating environmental 
documents or decisions to determine whether the original document or decision remains 
valid, or a supplemental or new analysis (e.g., supplemental environmental impact 
statement [EIS] or EA) is needed. This Environmental Reevaluation has been prepared 
in compliance with 23 CFR 771.129 to establish whether the approved FONSI remains 
valid for the project. 

1.3 Format of this EIR Addendum/ Environmental Reevaluation 

The previously certified and approved Final EIR/FONSI serves as the initial 
environmental compliance document for the WVCC Project under CEQA and NEPA. 
This joint EIR Addendum/Environmental Reevaluation provides additional information 
about subsequent changes to the project and changes to the environmental and 
regulatory setting since the Final EIR/FONSI was approved and certified. All mitigation 
measures included in the Final EIR/FONSI would be applicable to the modified project; 
therefore, they are incorporated by reference into this EIR Addendum/ Environmental 
Reevaluation. 

Various technical studies were performed in support of this EIR Addendum/ 
Environmental Reevaluation. The methods and results of these studies are summarized 
in the following supplemental technical studies: 
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• Battery Electric Buses (BEB) Capacity Technical Memorandum (June 2022) 
• Supplemental Traffic Analysis (June 2022) 
• Supplemental Visual Impact Report (June 2022) 
• Supplemental Air Quality Study (June 2022) 
• Supplemental Biological Study Report (June 2022) 
• Supplemental Historic Property Survey Report (HPSR) (September 2021 and 

updated in June 2022) 
• Supplemental Paleontological Identification Report and Evaluation Report (June 

2022) 
• Supplemental Preliminary Geotechnical Report (June 2022) 
• Phase I Initial Site Assessment Addendum (June 2022) 
• Supplemental Floodplain Evaluation and Water Quality Report (June 2022) 
• Supplemental Community Impact Report (June 2022) 
• Supplemental Noise and Vibration Technical Study (June 2022) 
• Supplemental Energy Study (June 2022) 
• Supplemental Section 4(f) Analysis (June 2022) 
• Supplemental Greenhouse Gas Emission Study (June 2022) 
• Cultural Resources Mitigation Monitoring Program (Updated June 2022) 

This document is organized as follows: 

• Chapter 1, Introduction and Background, provides the background of the WVCC 
Project and proposed changes to the project, the purpose of this EIR Addendum/ 
Environmental Reevaluation, and the rationale for preparing an Addendum under 
CEQA and a Reevaluation under NEPA. 

• Chapter 2, Description of Changes to the Project, summarizes the features of 
the Preferred Alternative (Alternative B) as presented in the Final EIR/FONSI and 
identifies the changes to the project design that have occurred since certification 
and approval of the Final EIR/FONSI. 

• Chapter 3, Changes in Environmental Setting, compares the footprint of the 
proposed project changes to the original study area of the Final EIR/FONSI, and 
describes the environmental setting of the areas where changes are proposed. 

• Chapter 4, Changes in Environmental Circumstances, identifies changes to the 
environmental circumstances of the project, such as new environmental laws or 
regulations, which may influence whether the project changes would have 
environmental effects. 
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• Chapter 5, Changes to Environmental Effects of the Project, evaluates whether 
the proposed project changes would result in new or substantially more severe 
significant environmental impacts compared with the impacts disclosed in the 
Final EIR/FONSI, taking into account changes in the environmental setting and 
environmental circumstances. 

• Chapter 6, Changes to Environmental Commitments, identifies whether 
additional environmental commitments or changes to the environmental 
commitments beyond the level committed in the certified and approved Final 
EIR/FONSI are required. 

• Chapter 7, Conclusion, identifies whether supplemental environmental 
documentation will be required for the proposed changes to the project based on 
the results of the analyses in Chapter 5. 

• Chapter 8, List of Preparers, lists the individuals involved in preparing the EIR 
Addendum/ Environmental Reevaluation. 

• Chapter 9, References, lists the documents and individuals consulted during 
preparation of the EIR Addendum/ Environmental Reevaluation. 

1.4 Summary of Findings 

Based on the analyses of the potential environmental effects associated with the 
changes to the WVCC Project (Section 5) and in consideration of changes to the 
environmental setting (Section 3) and circumstances (Section 4), implementation of the 
modified project would not result in substantial changes requiring major revisions to the 
Final EIR/FONSI. Changes to the project would not result in any new or more severe 
environmental impacts that have not already been addressed in the Final EIR/FONSI, 
and no new mitigation measures are required. Because none of the conditions 
described in CEQA Guidelines Section 15162(a)(1) has occurred, the SBCTA finds that 
preparation of an Addendum to the Final EIR is appropriate and consistent with CEQA 
Guidelines Section 15162. In compliance with 23 CFR 771.129, the FTA finds that the 
approved FONSI for the project remains valid under NEPA. DRAFT
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2.0 DESCRIPTION OF CHANGES TO THE PROJECT 

A summary of the features of the Preferred Alternative (Alternative B) is provided below 
to serve as a baseline for the subsequent description of changes to the WVCC Project. 

2.1 Description of the Preferred Alternative (Alternative B) 

Alternative B, the Preferred Alternative, includes the full 35-mile-long BRT corridor, which 
is composed of the Phase I/Milliken Alignment, Phase II/ Haven Alignment, 3.5 miles of 
dedicated bus-only lanes in Ontario, and 5 center-running stations and 50 side-running 
stations at up to 33 locations/major intersections. Figure 2-1 presents the original 
feature map of the project. 

The dedicated lanes segment includes 2 mixed-flow lanes and 1 transit lane in each 
direction and 5 center-running stations. To accommodate dedicated lanes, right-of-way 
acquisition and temporary construction easements are required for roadway widening 
and placement of electrical and fiber-optic utility lines. This process is currently ongoing 
and is scheduled to be completed by late 2022. Land acquisition along the corridor will 
also accommodate roadway reconfiguration and station construction. In addition, some 
areas of the project corridor involve relocation or extension of adjacent driveways, 
curbs, medians, sidewalks, parking lots, and local bus stops. 

The project would be constructed in two phases: Phase I/Milliken Alignment, from the 
Pomona Regional Transit Center to Victoria Gardens in Rancho Cucamonga, and Phase II/ 
Haven Alignment, from Ontario International Airport to Kaiser Permanente Medical 
Center in Fontana. Phase I is scheduled for completion in late 2024. Construction of the 
Phase II/ Haven Alignment is scheduled to occur after completion of Phase I when 
funding is available. 

The project’s bus fleet would be composed of 60-foot-long articulated compressed 
natural gas (CNG) propulsion buses. A new operations and maintenance (O&M) facility 
for light maintenance activities would be constructed as part of the project during the 
Phase I/ Milliken Alignment. As part of the environmental analysis, three potential sites 
in Ontario were considered for the proposed new O&M facility, with Site 3, a parcel 
owned by the City of Ontario (1333 S. Bon View Avenue), selected as the preferred site 
through the CEQA/NEPA process. 
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Figure 2-1. WVCC BRT Original Project Map (Final EIR/FONSI, March 2020) 
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2.2 Description of Project Changes 

Several project changes have been proposed after completion of the Final EIR/FONSI 
(March 2020) and as part of final engineering design (see Figure 2-2). 

2.2.1 Change in Bus Type and Length 

The SBCTA had identified the use of 40-foot-long buses over the 60-foot-long CNG 
buses (proposed in the environmental document) as one of the opportunities for 
savings. Based on the evaluation, the SBCTA determined that the seated passenger 
capacity of the 40-foot and 60-foot buses is similar and can accommodate ridership 
projections for the project. Design adjustments can be incorporated that allow for the 
loading of bikes on the front of the 40-foot bus as opposed to bringing them onto 60-foot 
buses. In addition, a 3-door, 40-foot bus is available that will serve the planned center 
platforms along Holt Boulevard. Finally, the center platform can be designed in such a 
way that it could accommodate 60-foot buses in the future, both from a platform length 
and platform height perspective. Therefore, the use of 40-foot-buses can still meet the 
high-quality transit system and the projected demand as stated in the purpose and need 
of the project.  

As the final design proceeded, the SBCTA recently received a Transit and Intercity Rail 
Capital Program (TIRCP) funding award of $15 million administered by the California 
State Transportation Agency (CalSTA), for the purchase of zero-emission battery 
electric buses (BEB) for the WVCC Project. The use of BEBs would also help the 
SBCTA to meet the State Zero-Emission Vehicle (ZEV) program aimed at reducing air 
pollutant and greenhouse gas emissions. Due to the unavailability of the 60-foot-long 
BEBs, the SBCTA decided to purchase 18 of the 40-foot-long BEBs as part of Phase I 
operations to take advantage of available grant funding. To maintain future flexibility, the 
WVCC stations are being designed to accommodate the use of both 40-foot-long and 
60-foot-long buses. 

The BEB Capacity Technical Memorandum, prepared by Parsons (June 2022), verified 
that the 40-foot-long BEBs would provide the capacity needed to serve the anticipated 
number of passengers in the design year 2040.1 A 40-foot-long BEB provides 30 to 32 
seats, with an additional standing capacity for 37 persons, for a 67- to 69-person total 
bus capacity. The analysis indicated the average demand (15 passengers per vehicle in 
the peak hour) and bus load during the peak hour (20 passengers per vehicle) would 
not reach the full occupancy capacity of the 40-foot-long BEB, making its use a viable 
alternative for this project. 

 
1 Design year is a term used for modeling future demand and volume expected on a facility. 
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Figure 2-2. WVCC BRT Proposed Changes 

 

West Valley Connector Corridor 
Project Vicinity Map 
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2.2.2 Change in O&M Facility and Charging Infrastructure 

The Omnitrans recently implemented the Connect Forward service reduction plan at its 
West Valley Vehicle Maintenance Facility (WVVMF), located at 4748 E. Arrow Highway, 
Montclair, which reduces the number of fixed route buses in service thus freeing up 
capacity. The SBCTA, working in partnership with the Omnitrans, has identified that the 
18 bus fleet required for Phase I operations can be serviced at the WVVMF. The use of 
the Omnitrans’ existing facility provides cost savings opportunity by deferring the 
construction of the new O&M facility at 1333 S. Bon View Avenue in Ontario until 
funding is available or when the bus fleet is expanded as part of the Phase II/Haven 
Alignment operations. Other than the phasing, there are no additional changes to the 
new O&M facility in Ontario (e.g., description, anticipated impacts or previous mitigation 
pertaining to the new O&M facility). 

To use the existing WVVMF site in Montclair as an O&M facility to service the BEBs for 
Phase I of the WVCC Project, some retrofits would be required, including electrical 
infrastructure upgrades and installation of charging stations within the facility’s 
premises. The use of BEBs would also require installation of on-route chargers at the 
Pomona Transit Center Station located at the Pomona Transit Center/Metrolink station 
area. However, there would be no change to the footprint of either facility. Installation of 
the on-route chargers would occur concurrently with the WVCC Project's station 
construction program. No additional property acquisition is required to convert the 
existing WVVMF in Montclair to handle the O&M needs associated with implementation 
of the WVCC Project. 

The BRT buses accessing the proposed O&M site in Montclair are expected to follow 
the current routes used by Omnitrans' local buses. Except for the proposed changes 
outlined above, all other WVCC Project elements as described in the 2020 Final 
EIR/FONSI would remain the same. 

Proposed New Use of WVVMF 

Conversion of the existing WVVMF to support O&M functions of the WVCC Project 
requires changes to the facility. The BEB parking and charging stations would be 
located at the open paved area at the central section of the WVVMF site, while parking 
spaces for employee and visitor vehicles would be located just north of the office 
building area (Figure 2-3). BEB charging areas would consist of three rows and be 
covered by a solar canopy supported by concrete columns and located immediately to  
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Figure 2-3. O&M Facility Conceptual Site Plan at WVVMF 
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the north of the new vehicle parking spaces. Nine 150-kilowatt (kW) electric bus 
chargers and two 150-kW electric vehicle chargers would be provided under this 
canopy. The remaining area between the proposed charging areas and the existing bus 
wash facility and fueling station to the north would continue to be used for bus parking. 
Underground conduits would extend from the charging area to the battery backup, 
switchboard, transformer, and the power line service connection at Arrow Highway.  

On-Route Charger 

The use of 40-foot BEBs would also require installation of on-route chargers at the 
Pomona Transit Center Station. The installation of on-route chargers will occur within 
the existing footprint of the original proposed station to be located within the Pomona 
Transit Center Station (Figure 2-4), and the area and depth of which has been 
previously disturbed. 

Construction Activities 

Modification of the existing Omnitrans’ WVVMF to support the BEB maintenance would 
occur as part of the Phase I/Milliken Alignment construction, which would start in March 
2023 and be completed in late 2024. Installation of the on-route chargers at the Pomona 
Transit Center Station would occur at the same time as the main WVCC Project 
construction. 

Construction activities at the WVVMF site would include mobilization and staging, site 
clearing, grading and paving, charging structure construction, equipment installation, 
and minor landscaping and finishing. The charging structure would require soil 
excavation of approximately 15 feet below existing ground surface. Trenching for 
electrical and communication equipment, and if any wet or dry utility relocations are 
needed, would have an excavation depth of approximately 6 feet. 

Construction activities at the Pomona Transit Center Station would include installation of 
two electric pantograph chargers. The maximum excavation depth for these chargers is 
10 feet. 

In all, ground disturbance is limited to the above described locations. No extensive 
backfill or grading are expected given the relatively flat elevation of the project site. 
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Figure 2-4. Two Chargers to be Installed at Pomona Transit Center Station 
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Onsite Operational Activities 

BEB buses would be parked, charged, and maintained at the Omnitrans WVVMF. Nine 
150-kW chargers would be installed at the WVVMF, two of which would be reserved for 
future uses. Bus charging would likely occur during the nighttime. 

A total of 48 new employees would be added to the site, aside from the existing 157 
employees of the facility. The operating hours of the facility are currently from 3:00 a.m. 
to 11:30 p.m. for operations and from 5:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. for maintenance, every day 
except select holidays. 

2.3 Implementation Schedule 

The implementation schedule for Phase I/Milliken Alignment has been updated as 
follows: 

• Completion of the environmental compliance phase (March 2020) 
• Completion of Final Design (December 2022) and begin construction in March 

2023 
• Completion of Phase I/Milliken Alignment and O&M facility construction in October 

2024 
• Completion of vehicle procurement and system testing in December 2024 
• System operation in February 2025 

Construction of the Phase II/Haven Alignment is scheduled to occur after completion of 
the Phase I/Milliken Alignment, pending funding availability. 
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3.0 CHANGES IN ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING 

The changes to the WVCC Project include additional transportation-related facilities to 
be constructed at the existing Omnitrans’ WVVMF and the existing Pomona Transit 
Center Station. The Pomona Transit Center Station is the location of one of the BRT 
stations included in the WVCC Project and evaluated in the Final EIR/FONSI. The on-
route chargers would be installed within an area of pavement and ornamental 
landscaping within the southern portion of the Pomona Transit Center Station. 

The Omnitrans’ WVVMF occupies approximately 5.3 acres and currently operates as a 
terminal and service facility for Omnitrans buses. The facility includes an office building 
at the southeastern section, a surface parking lot for employees at the southwestern 
section, repair shop and storage at the western section, bus wash facility at the northern 
section, fueling station at the northeastern section, aboveground storage tanks and 
parking spaces along the eastern edge, and bus parking areas at the central section. 
Ornamental trees have been planted around the employee parking lot and along the 
western boundary of the facility. There are also small areas of ornamental landscaping 
in front of the office building and at the southeast corner of the site. 

An access driveway is located at the southeastern corner, and the site is surrounded by 
block walls and wrought iron fence on the south (Arrow Highway), block walls on the 
north and west, and a chain-link fence on the east. An aerial view of the existing 
WVVMF site and its vicinity is shown in Figure 3-1. 

Land uses immediately adjacent to the WVVMF site include industrial, commercial, and 
institutional uses. According to the Official Zoning Map of the City of Montclair (City of 
Montclair, 2018), the WVVMF and adjacent properties to the east and west are zoned 
“Manufacturing Industrial (MIP).” Properties adjacent to the south are zoned “Limited 
Manufacturing (M1).” Adjacent to the north of the WVVMF site is the Metrolink railway 
and a vacant lot that was formerly an asphalt batch plant and is identified for future 
residential development according to the North Montclair Downtown Specific Plan (City 
of Montclair, 2017). 
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Figure 3-1. Aerial View of Existing Omnitrans West Valley Facility 

 

West Valley Connector Corridor 
Existing Omnitrans West Valley Facility DRAFT
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The WVVMF site lies within the Montclair North neighborhood and Census Tract 2.01. 
Census Tract 2.01 contains more than 50 percent minority population; therefore, 
communities within this area are considered environmental justice communities. 
Community facilities within 0.5 mile of the WVVMF site include six city parks, four 
schools, the Montclair Police Department, Montclair Fire Station 151, Montclair 
Metrolink Station, and Montclair Place Shopping Mall. 

Like the project footprint that was studied in the Final EIR/FONSI, the existing WVVMF 
site is located within the Upper Santa Ana River Valley, which is a broad, relatively flat, 
gently southerly sloping plain that drains into the Santa Ana River. The concrete-lined 
San Antonio Creek Channel runs adjacent to the WVVMF site along the east side of the 
facility. The location of the San Antonio Creek Channel and the WVVMF fall under flood 
hazard classification Zone X from the Federal Emergency Management Agency 
(FEMA), which is categorized as the lowest risk and of minimal flood hazard. 

A field survey of the WVVMF site was conducted on May 21, 2021, by a qualified 
biologist. No suitable habitat for sensitive species was identified at the WVVMF site and 
its vicinity. 

A survey of the expanded archaeological Area of Potential Effects (APE) for the project 
was conducted by a qualified archaeologist, Alex Kirkish, RPA, on May 21, 2021. The 
survey did not identify the presence of any prehistoric or historic archaeological 
resources within the APE. Based on background research and photographic evidence, 
Greg King, M.A., Parsons Principal Architectural Historian, concluded there are no 
newly identified built-environment properties eligible for listing in the National Register of 
Historic Places (NRHP) or the California Register of Historic Resources (CRHR) within 
the revised APE. DRAFT
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4.0 CHANGES IN ENVIRONMENTAL CIRCUMSTANCES 

Changes in environmental circumstances, such as new environmental laws or 
regulations, may influence whether a project or project changes would have 
environmental effects that would be considered significant or substantial. The following 
changes in environmental circumstances have been identified since environmental 
approval of the WVCC Project in 2020: 

• On January 27, 2021, President Joe Biden signed Executive Order (EO) 14008, 
Tackling the Climate Crisis at Home and Abroad, which establishes a policy for 
federal agencies to develop programs, policies, and activities to address the 
disproportionately high and adverse human health, environmental, climate-
related, and other cumulative impacts on disadvantaged communities. EO 14008 
amended EO 12898 to include a goal that 40 percent of the overall benefits of 
federal investments are in clean energy and energy efficiency; clean transit; 
affordable and sustainable housing; training and workforce development; 
remediation and reduction of legacy pollution; and development of critical clean 
water infrastructure, flow to disadvantaged communities. 

• A review of updated databases for sensitive plant and animal species in the 
overall biological study area, including the California Natural Diversity Database 
(CNDDB), Information for Planning and Consultation (IPaC), California Native 
Plant Society (CNPS), and National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) databases, 
shows one new wildlife species has been added to the CNDDB database as 
having the potential to occur in the San Dimas, Ontario, Guasti, and Fontana 7.5-
minute quadrangles since the last database search, which was last conducted in 
December 2019 in support of the Final EIR/FONSI. The added species is the 
Gonidea angulata (western ridged mussel), which is a mollusk found in aquatic 
habitats, with an S1S2 State rank (Critically Imperiled/Imperiled). This species is 
not a federal or State Endangered or Threatened species. 

• Since completion of the Final EIR/FONSI, Santa Ana Regional Water Quality 
Control Board’s (RWQCB) Dewatering Permit Order has been renewed and is 
now identified as R8 2009-0006 (National Pollutant Discharge Elimination 
System [NPDES] No. CAG998001). This permit covers the General Waste 
Discharge Requirements for Discharges to Surface Water which Pose an 
Insignificant (De Minimis) Threat to Water Quality from dewatering activities. If 
dewatering is necessary during construction, it will be completed in compliance 
with this permit. 
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5.0 CHANGES TO ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS OF THE 
PROJECT 

Based on the results of the review of affected environmental conditions and the 
proposed design changes within each of the technical studies, no new or more severe 
environmental impacts would occur with the proposed changes to the project for the 
following resources: 

• Traffic and Transportation 
• Aesthetic and Visual Resources 
• Air Quality 
• Biological Resources 
• Cultural and Paleontological Resources 
• Geology, Soils, and Seismicity 
• Hazardous Waste/Materials 
• Hydrology, Water Quality, and Floodplains 
• Land Use and Planning 
• Noise and Vibration 
• Energy 
• Demographics and Neighborhoods 
• Acquisitions and Displacements 
• Public Services and Utilities 
• Safety and Security 
• Parks and Recreation 
• Section 4(f) 
• Growth Inducement 
• Greenhouse Gas Emissions 

5.1 Traffic and Transportation 

5.1.1 Change to Traffic Impacts due to Shift in Opening Year 

According to the current project schedule, the opening year would be slightly shifted 
from 2023 to 2025. The change in opening date from 2023 to 2025 would not change 
the results of the traffic impact analysis prepared for Phase I and Phase II 
implementation. The project’s incremental effects (i.e., new vehicle trips generated) 
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would remain the same in opening year 2025, as only the “no project” background traffic 
volumes would be anticipated to slightly increase. 

5.1.2 Change to Traffic Impacts due to O&M Facility Relocation 

The characteristics/configurations of key roadways in the traffic study area in the vicinity 
of the WVVMF are as follows: 

• Monte Vista Avenue, oriented in a north-south direction, is a six-lane divided 
roadway north of Arrow Highway and is a four-lane divided roadway south of 
Arrow Highway. Monte Vista Avenue provides direct access to Interstate 10 (I-
10) on the south and indirect access to State Route (SR) 210 via Base Line 
Road. 

• Arrow Highway is a four-lane divided roadway oriented in an east-west direction 
in the vicinity of the WVVMF. The posted speed limit is 45 miles per hour (mph). 

• Base Line Road is a four-lane divided roadway oriented in an east-west direction 
that provides access to SR-210 east of Monte Vista Avenue. The roadway 
includes bicycle lanes in each direction and consists of a 45-mph posted speed 
limit. 

• Garey Avenue is a four-lane divided roadway oriented in a north-south direction 
that provides access to I-10 on the south. The posted speed limit on Garey 
Avenue is 40 mph in the vicinity of Arrow Highway. 

An analysis of the near-term traffic impacts of the project changes was conducted at 
three key intersections along the route to and from the WVVMF (Supplemental Traffic 
Study, 2022). These intersections (see Figure 5-1) include: 

• Garey Avenue/Arrow Highway (City of Pomona) 
• Monte Vista Avenue/Base Line Road (City of Claremont) 
• Monte Vista Avenue/Arrow Highway (City of Montclair) 

Existing peak-period traffic counts were acquired at each location from historical count 
data in lieu of collecting new counts during the COVID-19 pandemic. The historical 
counts were adjusted to account for traffic growth to develop a 2020-equivalent existing 
scenario. The traffic count data were used to determine existing peak-hour levels of 
service (LOS) at the study intersections. 
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Figure 5-1. Study Intersection Locations 
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Operation of the new O&M facility at the WVVMF is expected to generate 240 new 
passenger car equivalent (PCE)-adjusted daily trips. However, most of the new vehicle 
trips are anticipated to occur outside of peak periods. The peak-hour LOS at the study 
intersections for the existing condition and the existing plus project condition are shown 
in Table 5-1. 

Table 5-1. Peak-Hour Intersection LOS for Existing and Existing Plus Project Conditions 

Intersection Jurisdiction Conditions 

AM Peak Hour PM Peak Hour 

Delay(s) LOS Delay(s) LOS 

1 Garey Avenue/ 
Arrow Highway Pomona 

Existing 27.5 C 33.1 C 

Existing Plus Project 27.5 C 33.3 C 

2 Monte Vista Avenue/ 
Base Line Road Claremont 

Existing 34.8 C 52.4 D 

Existing Plus Project 34.9 C 52.8 D 

3 Monte Vista Avenue/ 
Arrow Highway Montclair 

Existing 26.9 C 34.4 C 

Existing Plus Project 26.9 C 34.4 C 
Source: WVCC Supplemental Traffic Analysis, 2022. 

As shown in Table 5-1, the key study intersections in the vicinity of the existing WVVMF 
site are currently operating at LOS D or better during peak hours, which is considered 
acceptable LOS within the three jurisdictions (i.e., cities of Pomona, Claremont, and 
Montclair). With the addition of new peak-hour trips associated with the new O&M 
facility at the WVVMF site, the study intersections in the vicinity of WVVMF are forecast 
to continue to operate at LOS D or better. Therefore, no new traffic impacts are 
anticipated to occur at the key intersection locations due to the project changes. This 
result at key locations is assumed to be generally representative of the effects at other 
locations in the vicinity. 

5.1.3 Change to Traffic Impacts on the Corridor Alignments 

The operation and maintenance of the O&M facility in Ontario and Montclair are similar 
in nature, and both are located within the vicinity of the proposed corridor alignments, 
therefore, no significant change to vehicle miles traveled (VMT) within the overall study 
area is anticipated. 

The replacement of CNG propulsion buses with BEBs and the installation of on-route 
chargers at the Pomona Transit Center Station would have no effect on traffic within the 
project vicinity. Also, the installation of on route chargers at the Pomona Transit Center 
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Station would not introduce new traffic hazards or impacts from project design that 
would represent incompatible uses on the roadways. 

Finally, relocation of the O&M facility from Ontario to Montclair would not result in 
additional impacts to intersections along the proposed corridor alignments. 

Note that because there would be no construction and implementation of the previously-
approved O&M facility in Ontario during the Phase I/Milliken Alignment implementation, 
impacts at the following intersections would not occur as predicted because of project 
implementation as predicted in the Final EIR/FONSI.  

• #2 Campus Avenue/Belmont Street (years 2025 and 2040) 
• #4 Bon View Avenue/Belmont Street (years 2025 and 2040) 
• #6 Grove Avenue/Mission Boulevard (year 2040) 

5.2 Aesthetic and Visual Resources 

As stated in Section 2.2.1, the proposed changes would not only include the 
replacement of CNG propulsion buses with BEBs, but the bus size would be reduced 
from 60 feet to 40 feet in length. The change in bus type from CNG buses to BEBs 
would have no effect to aesthetic and visual resources within the overall project study 
area. The use of shorter buses would have a very minor beneficial visual effect by 
reducing the visibility of buses along the roadway and reducing the temporary visual 
blockage associated with traffic on the road. 

The use of BEBs would require installation of the on-route chargers at the Pomona 
Transit Center Station. While there are no sensitive receptors adjacent to the Pomona 
Transit Center Station, the new on-route chargers would be viewed by pedestrian traffic 
walking to and from the facility. The proposed addition of charging stations for buses 
within this transit facility does not constitute a new use for the facility and would appear 
consistent with the existing views within the facility. Therefore, the addition of the 
charging stations would not result in any adverse visual effects. 

The new O&M facility site would be located within the existing WVVMF site owned and 
operated by Omnitrans. There are no residential or other sensitive viewers adjacent to 
the WVVMF. The site is an existing bus maintenance/storage facility; and the land uses 
at the site would not be altered by changes to the WVCC Project. The proposed 
improvements would be located at the center of the site and would not be readily visible 
from Arrow Highway. A small landscaped area at the southeastern section of the facility 
would be altered, including the removal of trees, shrubs and hardscape elements. 
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Landscape treatment to the disturbed area would be included after construction. No 
adverse visual effects around the WVVMF site is anticipated. 

Overall, the changes to the project would not introduce any new significant visual effects 
compared to what was analyzed in the Final EIR/FONSI. The findings of the visual 
impact analysis within the Final EIR/FONSI remain valid for the project. 

5.3 Air Quality 

5.3.1 Change to Operational Emissions 

The Air Quality Study prepared in 2018 (updated 2020) analyzed operational emissions 
of criteria pollutants and ozone precursors as a result of project implementation based 
on the use of CNG propulsion buses by comparing the emissions at the Opening Year 
(2023) and Design Year (2040) against the no-build conditions. Emissions were 
quantified based on regional passenger vehicle and truck VMT. 

To assess the change in operational impacts, an operational emissions analysis was 
conducted for the WVCC Project, taking into account the proposed replacement of CNG 
propulsion buses with BEBs and operation of the new O&M facility at the WVVMF. Note 
that the 2018 Air Quality Technical Study (updated 2020) used 2023 as the opening 
year. The current schedule anticipates the opening year to slightly shift to 2025. 
According to the Supplemental Traffic Analysis, 2022, no change to traffic analysis 
results from the shift of the opening year for 2 years is anticipated. In addition, the 
change in O&M facility location during the Phase I/Milliken Alignment implementation is 
not anticipated to significantly change the overall VMT generated from the project 
because the WVVMF is located within the close vicinity of the project alignment (about 2 
miles) similar to the proposed O&M Facility site in Ontario (about 1 mile). Therefore, the 
2022 Supplemental Air Quality Study used the same VMT number for the 2025 opening 
year as a basis of calculation.  

As shown in Table 5-2, the use of BEBs would generate less criteria pollutant and 
ozone precursor emissions than the use of CNG propulsion buses; therefore, the 
change of CNG buses to BEBs would not result in adverse effects related to criteria 
pollutants and ozone precursor emissions. Rather, the use of BEBs would generate less 
criteria pollutants and ozone precursors than the use of CNG propulsion buses.  
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Table 5-2. Comparison of Daily Operational Emissions  
between the Use of CNG Buses and BEBs 

Scenario VOC (lb/day) CO 
(lb/day) 

NOX 
(lb/day) 

PM10 
(lb/day) 

PM2.5 
(lb/day) 

Existing (2016)  1,602 38,933 12,656 9,572 1,929 
Opening Year (2025)  
No Build Alternative 1,030 26,511 8,860 9,922 1,945 
Alternative B (CNG) 1,032 26,516 8,875 9,931 1,946 
Alternative B (BEB) 986 25,577 8,504 9,888 1,927 
Design Year (2040)  
No Build Alternative 537 12,679 2,907 11,916 2,257 
Alternative B (CNG) 539 12,683 2,909 11,926 2,259 
Alternative B (BEB) 533 12,077 2,848 11,885 2,241 

Source: WVCC Air Quality Study, 2018 (updated 2020); WVCC Supplemental Air Quality Study, 2022. 

In addition to the O&M facility operation, the use of on-route chargers at the Pomona 
Transit Center Station would have no direct effect on air quality. 

5.3.2 Change to Construction Emissions 

Pollutant emissions deriving from construction activities as a result of roadway 
construction and O&M facility (in Ontario) construction during the Phase I/Milliken 
Alignment were evaluated in the 2018 Air Quality Study (updated 2020). Relocation of 
the O&M facility from Ontario to the Omnitrans WVVMF site would not change the 
results of regional construction emissions analysis and localized construction emissions 
analysis because the size and nature of construction are similar. 

Overall, the changes to the project would not introduce any new or more severe impacts 
related to air quality compared to what was analyzed in the Final EIR/FONSI. Rather, 
the use of BEBs would generate less criteria pollutants and ozone precursors than the 
use of CNG propulsion buses. The findings of the air quality impact analysis within the 
Final EIR/FONSI remain valid for the project. 

5.4 Biological Resources 

The replacement of CNG propulsion buses with BEBs would have no effect on the 
impacts of the WVCC Project on biological resources. 

A review of updated databases for sensitive plant and animal species in the San Dimas, 
Ontario, Guasti, and Fontana 7.5-minute United States Geological Survey (USGS) 
quadrangles shows one new wildlife species has been added to the CNDDB, IPaC, 
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CNPS, and NMFS databases as having the potential to occur in these search areas 
since the last database search in December 2019. The added species is the western 
ridged mussel (Gonidea angulata), which is a mollusk found in aquatic habitats, with an 
S1S2 State rank (Critically Imperiled/Imperiled). This species is not a federal or State 
Endangered or Threatened species. 

While no new surveys were conducted along the Phase I/Milliken Alignment as part of 
the supplemental biological study (2022) preparation, the western ridged mussel, which 
has been added as a sensitive species in updated biological resources databases, was 
not observed along the Phase I/Milliken Alignment biological study area during the 
previous survey conducted as part of the Biological Study Report (2018, updated 2020); 
thus, it would not be affected by the project. In addition, the use of 40-foot-long BEBs 
instead of 60-foot-long CNG buses would not change the impacts of the WVCC BRT 
Project on biological resources. 

A site visit to the proposed Pomona Transit Center Station was conducted by a qualified 
biologist on May 21, 2021. No sensitive plant or animal species were present. 
Installation of the new on-route chargers at the Pomona Transit Center Station would 
occur within a paved area and adjacent areas with ornamental landscaping materials 
(i.e., grass). The small increase in disturbance of developed/ornamental area would not 
result in any new impacts to sensitive biological resources. 

The existing WVVMF is located outside the original biological study area but within the 
same regional biological context. Specifically, the WVVMF is within the Ontario 
quadrangle that was part of the biological resources database search conducted for the 
project. In addition, the WVVMF is located in the same watershed – the Upper Santa 
Ana River Valley, which is a broad, relatively flat, gently southerly sloping plain that 
drains into the Santa Ana River. 

A field survey of the WVVMF site conducted on May 21, 2021, documented that the site 
is largely paved, with block walls defining the site boundaries at the northern, eastern, 
and western edges. Trees and shrubs at the western and eastern boundaries of the 
WVVMF site are separated from the paved areas by a block wall on the west and chain-
link fence on the east. Landscaped areas are present at the southern section of the site 
along Arrow Highway in front of the block walls and gates to the facility. Vegetation 
communities in the area were identified as developed/ornamental, disturbed/ruderal 
(including non-native grassland), waterways (San Antonio Creek Channel) with sparse 
native riparian vegetation, and disturbed coastal sage scrub (CSS) near the railroad. 
Figure 5-2 shows the vegetation communities at the existing WVVMF site. 
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Figure 5-2. Vegetation at and in the Vicinity of Existing WVVMF 
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Construction of the O&M facility at the WVVMF site would require disturbance to 
existing paved areas at the center and the southeastern section of the site, which is 
landscaped with ornamental species, and would not impact any sensitive vegetation 
communities. No suitable habitat for sensitive species exists within or adjacent to the 
site; therefore, no impacts to sensitive species would result from construction or 
operation of the new O&M facility. 

No additional impacts to potentially jurisdictional areas regulated by the California 
Department of Fish and Wildlife, United States Army Corps of Engineers (USACE), and 
RWQCB would occur because no work is proposed at the San Antonio Creek Channel 
that is just east of the WVVMF site. 

Overall, the changes to the project would not introduce any new significant effects to 
biological resources as compared to what was analyzed in the Final EIR/FONSI. The 
findings of the biological resources analysis within the Final EIR/FONSI remain valid for 
the project. 

5.5 Cultural and Paleontological Resources 

The Supplemental Historic Property Survey Report (HPSR) was prepared focusing on 
the expanded APE. Results of the study reveal that the proposed changes to the project 
would have no effect on archaeological or historic resources. FTA and SBCTA have 
requested concurrence from the State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) that the 
changes as proposed do not cause any adverse effect(s), and the previously submitted 
Finding of Effect (FOE) on March 19, 2020, and the Avoidance, Mitigation and 
Minimization Measures listed in Section 6 remain valid. Correspondence with the SHPO 
is summarized in Section 5.5.5 of this document. Copies of correspondence with the 
SHPO are provided in Appendix B. 

5.5.1 Revised Area of Potential Effects Map 

The archaeological and architectural history APE map covering the Phase I/Milliken 
Alignment, Phase II/Haven Alignment, and the potential O&M site in Ontario was 
established in accordance with 36 CFR § 800.4(a)(1). As a result of the project 
changes, the previously approved APE has been revised and expanded to include the 
existing Omnitrans WVVMF, located at 4748 E. Arrow Highway in Montclair, as 
displayed on Sheet 47 of the revised APE map (Figure 5-3). No other changes in the 
previous APE map, which received concurrence from the SHPO, have been made. 
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Figure 5-3. Revised Area of Potential Effects (Sheet 47 of 47) 
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The expanded archaeological APE limits of disturbance encompass the entire 5.3-acre 
area comprising the existing WVVMF in Montclair to account for site improvements and 
required retrofits, including electrical infrastructure upgrades and installation of charging 
stations, within the facility’s premises. All project activities, including construction 
staging and equipment storing areas, are anticipated to be contained entirely within the 
WVVMF site. The maximum depth of ground disturbance is estimated to be 15 feet 
below current ground surface for infrastructure upgrades and charging station 
installation and which represents the maximum vertical APE for project work at the 
WVVMF site. 

The architectural history portion of the APE for the project changes includes the existing 
WVVMF in Montclair and adjacent parcels, which contain built-environment resources 
that could experience effects from construction and operation of the facility. If any part 
of a parcel would be temporarily or permanently impacted, then the whole parcel was 
included as part of the Architectural APE footprint. The APE does not extend to the 
north because the existing property wall at the back of the Montclair WVVMF, and 
beyond that a set of double railroad tracks on a right-of-way, together serve to buffer 
parcels on the north side from any potential effects identified under 36 CFR § 800.5. 
The property directly north of the WVVMF and railroad tracks is a former sand and 
gravel quarry site and does not have buildings. 

5.5.2 Cultural Resources 

The replacement of CNG propulsion buses with BEBs would have no effect on cultural 
resources along the project alignments. The installation of two on-route chargers would 
occur within the same footprint of the Pomona Transit Center Station and within the 
APE previously study. This change would have no effect on cultural resources along the 
project alignments.  

Background research was conducted to identify built environment and prehistoric and 
historic archaeological resources that may have been previously identified. This 
included reviewing local planning and environmental documents; secondary literature; 
historical materials, including maps and aerial photographs; local landmark lists; and 
State and federal historic resources inventories. Background research also included a 
records search at the South Central Coastal Information Center (SCCIC) at California 
State University, Fullerton on May 17, 2021, for previously recorded resources within 
0.25-mile radius of the WVVMF site. One previously recorded cultural resource, 
identified as “Russian Village" or "Rock Houses" (P-19-180776), is a National Register-
listed historic district of 15 houses and is located approximately 0.25 mile from the APE. 
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The May 2021 records search did not indicate any archaeological resources within or 
immediately adjacent to the updated APE. 

The baseline outer limit year for studying built-environment resources within the 
expanded APE was established as 1974, the year that buildings or structures would 
achieve 50 years of age in 2024, which is considered the undertaking’s end of 
construction in Phase I. None of the five parcels within the APE, which are identified in 
Table 5-3, contain any buildings that meet the eligibility criteria for listing in the NRHP. 
Due to their age, they were not formally evaluated for significance, and no DPR 523 
forms were prepared. 

Table 5-3. Built Environment Resources in Revised 2021 APE  

Address Parcel Number City 
Year 
Built Building Function 

4748 E. Arrow Highway 1007-071-06-0000 Montclair 1986 Omnitrans WVVMF 

4650 E. Arrow Highway 1007-733-20-0000 Montclair 1980 Montclair Business Center 

4661 E. Arrow Highway 1009-021-15-0000 Montclair 1976 Laird Industrial Park 

4771 E. Arrow Highway 1009-021-16-0000 Montclair 1976 Laird Industrial Park 

4870 E. Arrow Highway  1007-733-12-0000 Montclair 2005 Montclair Police Department 
Source: WVCC Supplemental HPSR, 2021 (updated 2022). 

A thorough examination of the WVVMF site revealed no evidence of cultural resources. 
As reflected in archival maps and aerial photos, the existing WVVMF site has a long 
history of ground disturbance. Archaeological sensitivity potential is considered low at 
the WVVMF site. 

5.5.3 Paleontological Resources 

The replacement of CNG propulsion buses with BEBs and installation of on-route 
chargers at the Pomona Transit Center Station (increased disturbance area) would 
have no effect on paleontological resources along the project alignments. 

The proposed construction activities at the WVVMF site would occur on paved and 
recently landscaped areas, but they would disturb underlying soils, which include 
artificial fill and younger Quaternary alluvium. These soils have low sensitivity for 
paleontological resources. However, excavation activities estimated at a maximum 
depth of 15 feet may disturb underlying older Quaternary sediments, which have high 
sensitivity. Thus, project activities may still result in significant impacts on 
paleontological resources if the sensitive older sediments are encountered during 
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excavation. This impact is similar to that anticipated with the project, as analyzed in the 
Final EIR/FONSI. 

The changes to the project would not introduce any new significant environmental 
effects related to paleontology compared to what was analyzed in the Final EIR/FONSI. 
The findings of the paleontological resources impact analysis within the Final 
EIR/FONSI remain valid for the project. 

5.5.4 Native American Consultation 

Native American consultation for the WVCC Project occurred during the preparation of 
the Final EIR/FONSI. The Cultural Resources Monitoring and Mitigation Plan (CRMMP) 
was prepared in consultation with the tribes having an interest over the project area.  

As part of the supplemental analysis of the effects of the project changes on cultural 
resources, the Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) conducted a search of 
their Sacred Lands File (SLF) on May 13, 2021, for the revised WVCC Project APE, for 
which results were determined negative, and the NAHC also provided an updated list of 
Native American contacts with whom to consult. The NAHC identified 15 individuals 
representing 12 tribal governments to be contacted about the project (see list of tribal 
contacts in Supplemental HPSR). On June 7, 2021, the FTA sent a continuing 
consultation letter to those tribal governments with whom they had previously consulted 
on this undertaking under Section 106, as well as an invitation letter to consult with 
those tribal contacts who had not previously responded or been on previous lists 
provided by the NAHC. 

The FTA received three responses. The Quechan Indian Tribe of Fort Yuma 
Reservation on June 11, 2021, expressed they had no comments on the WVCC Project 
and deferred to more local tribal governments, supporting their decisions regarding the 
project. The San Manuel Band of Mission Indians on June 15, 2021, stated they had no 
concerns with the revised WVCC Project plans. The Gabrieleño Band of Mission 
Indians (GBMI) – Kizh Nation on June 23, 2021 requested to continue consultation, for 
which a meeting was conducted on August 19, 2021. In addition to the tribe, staff from 
the FTA, the SBCTA, and Parsons participated. The SBCTA staff informed the tribe 
representatives of the proposed project changes and the results of the recent cultural 
resources investigations. 

Following the teleconference call, the FTA forwarded the updated version of the 
CRMMP (dated September 2021) that incorporated the changes in the project 
description and invited the tribe to review and to provide any comments or concerns 
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they had on the document in light of the proposed project changes and revisions to the 
APE. The FTA consulted with GBMI – Kizh Nation via a teleconference call on 
November 2, 2021. The tribe asked several questions to which the FTA responded 
while on the call.  The tribe also indicated to the FTA, which on the call, that it would 
provide written comments on the CRMMP to the FTA. The FTA received the written 
comments from the GBMI – Kizh Nation on April 20, 2022. On May 25, 2022, the FTA 
provided a copy of the updated CRMMP (dated May 2022) that incorporated the tribe’s 
comments back to the GBMI – Kizh Nation with an accompanying letter that contains 
answers to questions raised by the tribe during the November 2, 2021, teleconference 
call with the FTA, as well as a general explanation as to why certain suggested edits 
made to the CRMMP by the tribe, could not be wholly adopted in the update.  

See Appendix C of this document for copies of correspondence with the NAHC, Native 
American Tribes, and/or individuals. The Updated CRMMP is provided in Appendix D of 
this document.   

5.5.5 Consultation with the State Historic Preservation Officer 

Summary of Previous SHPO Consultation 

On December 22, 2016, the FTA submitted the Section 106 Initiation and APE to the 
SHPO. The SHPO responded with comments on January 23, 2017. The FTA 
resubmitted Section 106 Initiation and APE to the SHPO with additional information 
regarding the methodology on October 17, 2017 and the SHPO responded with no 
comments on November 14, 2017.  On March 1, 2018, the FTA consulted with the 
SHPO on a revision to the APE to include three potential O&M facility sites in Ontario.  
The SHPO responded with concurrence on March 29, 2018. On May 15, 2018, the FTA 
submitted the WVCC HPSR package, which included the Archaeological Survey Report 
(ASR), and the Historic Resources Evaluation Report (HRER).  The HPSR package 
identified the historic properties in the APE, as well as information on those parcels 
which did not meet National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) Criteria. On June 14, 
2018, the SHPO requested additional information to substantiate the HPSR findings, 
which the FTA provided on July 19, 2018. The concurrence on the HPSR was received 
from the SHPO on August 7, 2018.  The attached Supplemental HPSR includes tables 
listing these previous eligibility determinations.  

On January 7, 2020, the FTA submitted the FOE to the SHPO for review and requested 
concurrence with the agency that the WVCC Project would not have an adverse effect 
on the nine historic properties in the APE under 36 CFR § 800.5.  On February 4, 2020, 
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the SHPO requested additional information concerning avoidance and minimization 
measures for two historic properties in Ontario, The Grinder Haven and the Jacob Lerch 
House, which was subsequently provided by the FTA on February 26, 2020.  On March 
19, 2020, the SHPO expressed it had no objections to the finding of no adverse effect 
for the WVCC Project. 

Summary of Current SHPO Consultation 

On October 5, 2021, following the completion of the Draft Supplemental HPSR 
(September 2021), the FTA submitted the report to the SHPO for review. The FTA 
received concurrence from the SHPO on March 9, 2022, relevant to the adequacy of the 
revised APE and supplemental identification efforts conducted as a result of project 
modifications described in the Supplemental HPSR. The SHPO agreed with the FTA's 
original finding of no adverse effect with the condition to implement the CRMMP, the 
revised version of which was provided as part of the Draft Supplemental HPSR. 
Because the tribal consultation had not yet been concluded at that time, the SHPO had 
withheld comment on the CRMMP until the tribal consultation was concluded. 

On May 25, 2022, following conclusion of the tribal consultation, the FTA submitted the 
revised CRMMP (dated May 2022) to the SHPO for review. On June 13, 2022, the FTA 
received comments from the SHPO, among them requesting that the CRMMP be 
revised to clarify agency responsibilities, including involving the Advisory Council on 
Historic Preservation (ACHP), specifying consultation time frames, and using the NHPA 
Section 106 term "effects" rather than "impacts."  The CRMMP was updated in June 
2022, in response to the SHPO’s comments, as stated in Section 5.5.4. The FTA sent 
the revised CRMMP to SHPO on July 12, 2022. The SHPO concurred with the updated 
CRMMP on August 4, 2022. 

See Appendix B of this document for copies of correspondence with the SHPO.  

5.5.6 Consultation with Local Government 

In compliance with Section 106 (36 CFR § 800.2(c)(3)), based on comments received 
on the Draft EIR/ EA on August 8, 2019, FTA invited the City of Ontario to formally 
consult on changes to the WVCC Project on June 16, 2021. The letter described the 
current status of the WVCC Project, including the status of historic properties in Ontario, 
and informed them of changes to the project, including the revised APE, due to the 
proposed use of the existing WVVMF in Montclair instead of the O&M site in Ontario 
during the Phase I/Milliken Alignment construction and operation. The SBCTA received 
no responses from the City of Ontario regarding the project changes. 
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5.5.7 Coordination with Local Historic Preservation Groups 

On June 8, 2021, the SBCTA sent a letter as an email attachment to seven local 
historical societies and museums previously contacted in 2016 and 2018 informing them 
of the project changes. The SBCTA received no responses from these organizations 
from the most recent outreach efforts, nor have any of organizations previously 
expressed concerns or requested additional information on the WVCC Project. 

5.6 Geology, Soils, and Seismicity 

The replacement of CNG propulsion buses with BEBs and installation of on-route 
chargers at the Pomona Transit Center Station would have no effect on geology, soils, 
and seismicity. 

The new O&M facility at the WVVMF is located outside the original study area of the 
Preliminary Geotechnical Report (2017), which was prepared in support of the Final 
EIR/EA, but it is within the same regional geologic context. A Supplemental Preliminary 
Geotechnical Report was completed to address the WVVMF site. 

The new O&M facility in Montclair would be subject to the same potential geological 
effects as described for the WVCC Project in the Final EIR/FONSI. Like the rest of the 
project area, the new O&M facility at the WVVMF has the potential to be subject to 
strong earthquake shaking. Microseismicity may cause ground shaking at the new O&M 
facility and along the route to and from the facility; however, the potential for ground 
rupture is low. 

Due to the relatively flat terrain and the lack of known loose saturated sands in the 
upper 50-foot depth below existing grades, the entire project, including the new O&M 
facility in Montclair, is considered to have a low potential for earthquake-induced 
liquefaction and seismically induced ground settlement. The liquefaction potential and 
resulting seismically induced settlement will be confirmed using site-specific borehole 
and groundwater data during final design of the new O&M facility. The project requires 
only shallow excavations; therefore, static groundwater is not considered an issue for 
the project. The entire project, including the new O&M facility in Montclair, has low 
potential for slope instability, landslides, and tsunamis. 

Due to the potential for the O&M facility site in Montclair to experience strong 
earthquake shaking during operation, impacts related to geology, soils, and seismicity 
could occur. O&M facility structures would be designed to withstand ground motion in 
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accordance with City, State, and geotechnical industry standards and guidelines; 
therefore, impacts would not be significant or adverse. 

The changes to the project would not introduce any new or more severe significant 
environmental effects related to geology, soils, and seismicity compared to what was 
analyzed in the Final EIR/FONSI. The findings of the impact analysis for geology, soils, 
and seismicity within the Final EIR/FONSI remain valid for the project. 

5.7 Hazardous Waste/Materials 

The installation of on-route chargers at the Pomona Transit Center Station would not 
require work within areas outside the original study area evaluated in the Final 
EIR/FONSI. The replacement of CNG propulsion buses with BEBs would not change 
project effects related to hazardous materials. 

The WVVMF site where the new O&M facility would be located has been owned and 
operated by Omnitrans since it was constructed in 1989. The Phase I Initial Site 
Assessment for the WVVMF site was conducted in July 2021. Available information for 
the WVVMF site and surrounding area was collected and evaluated to identify 
Recognized Environmental Conditions (RECs). According to the ASTM Standard 
Practice E 1527-13, the term REC means “the presence or likely presence of hazardous 
substances or petroleum products on a property under conditions that indicate an 
existing release, a past release, or a material threat of a release of any hazardous 
substances or petroleum products into structures on the property or into the ground, 
groundwater, or surface water of the property.” 

Based on the definition of an REC in ASTM Standard Practice E 1527-13, no RECs 
have been identified for the WVVMF site. No other environmental concerns were 
identified during the review of environmental databases or visually identified during a 
site visit conducted on July 15, 2021. 

The changes to the project would not introduce any new significant environmental 
effects related to hazardous materials compared to what was analyzed in the Final 
EIR/FONSI. Because the preferred O&M facility Site 3 in Ontario would not be used 
during the Phase I/ Milliken Alignment construction and operation, hazardous materials-
related impacts from the use of O&M facility Site 3 in Ontario as addressed in the Final 
EIR/FONSI would not occur during Phase I construction. Therefore, impacts related to 
hazardous materials from use of the WVVMF site would be less than those associated 
with use of the preferred Site 3 in Ontario during Phase I construction. 
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5.8 Hydrology, Water Quality, and Floodplains 

5.8.1 Hydrology and Floodplains 

The replacement of CNG propulsion buses with BEBs would not change project effects 
related to hydrology and floodplains. The installation of on-route chargers at the 
Pomona Transit Center Station would not require work within areas outside the original 
study area evaluated in the Final EIR/FONSI.  

The existing WVVMF site where the proposed new O&M facility would be housed is 
located near San Antonio Creek Channel, which is running along the east side of the 
facility. The location of the San Antonio Creek Channel and the WVVMF fall under flood 
hazard classification Zone X from FEMA, which is categorized as the lowest risk and of 
minimal flood hazard. 

The proposed WVVMF improvements would result in a minor increase in impervious 
areas, but it would not change the nature of the existing facility operations. The increase 
would be due to the installation of the battery backup, switchboard, and transformer, 
which would replace a portion of the landscaped area on the southeastern corner. This 
area is relatively small compared to the WVVMF site and the watershed of the San 
Antonio Creek. Similarly, the turf area at the Pomona Transit Center Station that would 
be paved for the proposed on-route chargers is relatively small compared to the 
Pomona Transit Center/Metrolink Station site and the watershed of San Antonio Creek. 
Thus, the project would not pose a risk to increased runoff volumes tributary to the 
nearby San Antonio Creek Channel. 

While the WVVMF was originally approved with a permanent 10-foot-wide easement 
along the San Antonio Creek Channel by the Los Angeles District, USACE, no 
permanent floodplain impacts are planned for the channel or easement with the 
proposed improvements at the WVVMF. Additionally, per the FEMA Flood Insurance 
Rate Map (FIRM), the San Antonio Creek Channel has capacity to contain the 1 percent 
annual chance flood (100-year food) within its channel, and no changes to its Base 
Flood Elevation are expected. No impacts to the existing conditions of the floodplain are 
expected. 

5.8.2 Water Quality 

Project changes made since the Final EIR/FONSI would not impact the water quality 
treatment strategy for NPDES regulation compliance of the overall WVCC Project. As 
part of a transportation project, as defined in the Transportation Project Best 
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Management Practice (BMP) Guidance and Template (Appendix A of the Santa Ana 
River Watershed Technical Guidance Document for Water Quality Management Plans 
[WQMP] [September 2013]), the project is required to implement BMPs to treat runoff 
accounting for added impervious surface area. 

The proposed WVVMF improvements would add an impervious area at the 
southeastern corner of the site, which would be relatively minor compared to the totality 
of the WVVMF site and the watershed of the San Antonio Creek. No change to the 
nature of the existing site operations at the WVVMF and no resulting impacts to water 
quality would occur. In addition, additional paved areas at the Pomona Transit Center 
Station would be relatively minor, and they would not change the nature of the existing 
operations at the Pomona Transit Center Station and would not result in impacts to 
water quality. 

As established in the initial Water Quality Report (2018, updated 2020), no permanent 
water quality mitigation measures are anticipated because the BMPs and project design 
features incorporated are self -mitigating as part of the WVCC Project. Runoff would not 
pose a threat to water quality because all pollutant-generated activities would be 
managed onsite prior to discharge. Construction Site BMPs would be applied during 
construction activities to minimize the pollutants in stormwater and non-stormwater 
discharges throughout construction. Construction Site BMPs would also provide 
temporary erosion and sediment control, as well as control for potential pollutants other 
than sediment. 

Overall, the changes to the project would not introduce any new significant 
environmental effects related to hydrology, water quality, and flood hazards compared 
to what was analyzed in the Final EIR/FONSI. The findings of the impact analysis for 
hydrology, water quality, and floodplains within the Final EIR/FONSI remain valid for the 
project. 

5.9 Land Use and Planning 

The installation of on-route chargers at the Pomona Transit Center Station would not 
require work within areas outside the original study area evaluated in the Final 
EIR/FONSI. The installation of on-route chargers at the Pomona Transit Center Station 
would be consistent with the existing transportation use of the station. The replacement 
of CNG propulsion buses with BEBs would not change project effects related to land 
use and planning.  
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The use of Omnitrans’ WVVMF as a new O&M facility for the WVCC Project during Phase 
I/ Milliken implementation would not alter the existing land use at the WVVMF site or 
affect surrounding land uses. The addition of electrical infrastructure upgrades and the 
installation of charging stations within the facility’s premises would be consistent with 
the existing use of the site as a bus maintenance facility and also consistent with 
adjacent land uses, which are largely industrial.  

Overall, no impacts to land use and planning are expected as a result of the proposed 
changes to the project. The findings of the land use and planning analysis within the 
Final EIR/FONSI remain valid for the project. 

5.10 Noise and Vibration 

5.10.1 Change to Operational Noise Impacts 

Noise impacts from the change in bus type from CNG propulsion buses to BEBs were 
assessed by applying the conventional FTA transit noise impact analysis procedure to 
Alternative B of the Phase I/Milliken Alignment and the connecting routes to and from 
the new O&M facility at the Omnitrans’ WVVMF using the BEBs instead of CNG 
propulsion buses-generated noise levels. Based on the results of the noise impact 
analysis presented in the Supplemental Noise and Vibration Technical Study (2022), no 
BRT operational noise impacts from the use of BEBs are anticipated at any of the 
receptors along the project alignment and the connecting routes to and from the new 
O&M facility, as shown in Table 5-4. Therefore, no additional noise impacts from the 
change of bus type from CNG and BEB are anticipated. 

Table 5-4. Operational Noise Impact Analysis at Representative Receptors 
Alternative B with BEBs 

Receptor 
Number 

Land Use 
Category1 

Distance to 
Bus Lane  

Near Lane / 
Far Lane 

(feet) 

Existing 
Noise 
Level  

Ldn (Leq)2, 
dBA 

Criteria, 
Moderate / 

Severe, dBA 

Project 
Noise 
Level, 

Ldn (Leq)2, 
dBA 

Cumulative 
Noise, 

Ldn (Leq)2, 
dBA 

Increase in 
Cumulative 
Noise, dB 

Noise 
Impact 
(FTA 

Criteria) 

R1 3 32 / 55 (69) 69-74 / >74 (52) (69) 0 No 

R2 / LT1 2 47 / 67 66 62-67 / >67 50 66 0 No 

R3 2 56 / 114 66 62-67 / >67 48 66 0 No 

R4 2 57 / 97 70 65-69 / >69 48 70 0 No 

R4A 3 39 / 80 (69) 69-74 / >74 (51) (69) 0 No 

R5 / ST1 2 57 / 97 70 65-69 / >69 48 70 0 No 

R6 / LT2 2 38 / 79 67 63-67 / >67 45 67 0 No 

R7 2 40 / 83 70 65-69 / >69 50 70 0 No 
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Table 5-4. Operational Noise Impact Analysis at Representative Receptors 
Alternative B with BEBs 

Receptor 
Number 

Land Use 
Category1 

Distance to 
Bus Lane  

Near Lane / 
Far Lane 

(feet) 

Existing 
Noise 
Level  

Ldn (Leq)2, 
dBA 

Criteria, 
Moderate / 

Severe, dBA 

Project 
Noise 
Level, 

Ldn (Leq)2, 
dBA 

Cumulative 
Noise, 

Ldn (Leq)2, 
dBA 

Increase in 
Cumulative 
Noise, dB 

Noise 
Impact 
(FTA 

Criteria) 

R8 2 40 / 83 70 65-69 / >69 50 70 0 No 

R9 / ST2 3 90 / 137 (64) 66-70 / >70 (46) (64) 0 No 

R10 2 40 / 83 70 65-69 / >69 50 70 0 No 

R11 3 90 / 137 (64) 66-70 / >70 (46) (64) 0 No 

R12A 3 85 / 145 (70) 70-74 / >74 (49) (70) 0 No 

R12 2 70 / 125 68 63-68 / >68 49 68 0 No 

R13 / LT3 2 51 / 108 63 60-65 / >65 46 63 0 No 

R14 / ST3 2 70 / 125 68 63-68 / >68 49 68 0 No 

R15 / LT4 2 47 / 100 65 61-66 / >66 47 65 0 No 

R16 3 85 / 145 (70) 70-74 / >74 (49) (70) 0 No 

R17 / ST3A 2 92 / 147 63 60-65 / >65 48 63 0 No 

R18 2 40 / 98 68 63-68 / >68 53 68 0 No 

R19 3 85 / 145 (70) 70-74 / >74 (49) (70) 0 No 

R20 2 60 / 119 63 60-65 / >65 50 63 0 No 

R21 2 40 / 98 68 63-68 / >68 53 68 0 No 

R22 / LT6 2 226 / 246 61 59-64 / >64 42 61 0 No 

R23 2 57 / 81 72 66-71 / >71 50 72 0 No 

R24 / ST4 2 93 / 112 70 65-69 / >69 47 70 0 No 

R25 3 45 / 62 (70) 70-74 / >74 (52) (70) 0 No 

R26 3 64 / 80 (68) 68-73 / >73 (50) (68) 0 No 

R27 / ST5 2 72 / 102 64 61-65 / >65 43 64 0 No 

R28 / ST5A 2 45 / 68 72 66-71 / >71 51 72 0 No 

R29 2 62 / 82 72 66-71 / >71 50 72 0 No 

R30 2 45 / 66 72 66-71 / >71 51 72 0 No 

R31 / ST6 2 45 / 66 72 66-71 / >71 51 72 0 No 

R32 3 51 / 73 (70) 70-74 / >74 (51) (70) 0 No 

R33 2 47 / 73 72 66-71 / >71 51 72 0 No 

R34 2 56 / 77 70 65-69 / >69 50 70 0 No 

R35 / LT8 2 56 / 77 70 65-69 / >69 50 70 0 No 

R36 2 67 / 92 70 65-69 / >69 49 70 0 No 

R37 / ST7 2 143 / 188 65 61-66 / >66 44 65 0 No 

R38 / ST8 2 60 / 110 64 61-65 / >65 47 64 0 No 

R39 2 60 / 110 64 61-65 / >65 48 64 0 No 

R40 / LT9 2 65 / 127 66 62-67 / >67 46 66 0 No 
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Table 5-4. Operational Noise Impact Analysis at Representative Receptors 
Alternative B with BEBs 

Receptor 
Number 

Land Use 
Category1 

Distance to 
Bus Lane  

Near Lane / 
Far Lane 

(feet) 

Existing 
Noise 
Level  

Ldn (Leq)2, 
dBA 

Criteria, 
Moderate / 

Severe, dBA 

Project 
Noise 
Level, 

Ldn (Leq)2, 
dBA 

Cumulative 
Noise, 

Ldn (Leq)2, 
dBA 

Increase in 
Cumulative 
Noise, dB 

Noise 
Impact 
(FTA 

Criteria) 

R41 2 222 / 300 66 62-67 / >67 39 66 0 No 

R42 2 112 / 178 66 62-67 / >67 43 66 0 No 

R43 / LT10 2 45 / 122 66 62-67 / >67 48 66 0 No 

R44 2 104 / 182 66 62-67 / >67 44 66 0 No 

R45 / ST9 2 69 / 93 70 65-69 / >69 47 70 0 No 

R46 / LT11 2 28 / 109 67 63-67 / >67 46 67 0 No 

R47 2 81 / 155 65 61-66 / >66 45 65 0 No 

R86 / LT21 2 45 / 81 60 58-63 / >63 44 60 0 No 

R87 / LT21A 2 48 / 82 59 58-63 / >63 44 59 0 No 

R88 / ST25 2 68 / 111 67 63-67 / >67 46 67 0 No 

R89 2 57 / 100 68 63-68 / >68 47 68 0 No 

R90 2 52 / 96 61 59-64 / >64 43 61 0 No 

R91 2 61 / 141 66 62-67 / >67 42 66 0 No 

R92 / LT22 2 80 / 164 66 62-67 / >67 45 66 0 No 

R93 / ST26 2 56 / 138 69 64-69 / >69 47 69 0 No 

R96 / ST29 3 50 / 100 (68) 68-73 / >73 47 68 0 No 

R97 / ST30 2 90 / 127 65 61-66 / >66 44 65 0 No 

R98 / ST31 2 80 / 133 66 62-67 / >67 49 66 0 No 

R99 / ST32 3 60 / 113 (70) 70-74 / >74 (50) (70) 0 No 

R100 / LT23 2 46 / 106 62 59-64 / >64 46 62 0 No 

R101 / ST33 3 68 / 138 (65) 66-71 / >71 (50) (65) 0 No 

R102 / ST34 2 40 / 111 67 63-67 / >67 53 67 0 No 

R103 / LT24 2 37 / 86 60 58-63 / >63 49 60 0 No 

R104 / ST35 2 53 / 97 69 64-69 / >69 51 69 0 No 

R105 / ST36 2 33 / 98 64 61-65 / >65 55 64 0 No 

R106 / ST37 2 99 / 185 58 57-62 / >62 43 58 0 No 

R107 / LT25 2 33 / 115 63 60-65 / >65 49 63 0 No 

R108 / ST38 2 48 / 105 68 63-68 / >68 51 68 0 No 

R109 / ST39 3 128 / 207 (57) 62-67 / >67 (46) (57) 0 No 

R110 / ST40 2 49 / 125 60 58-63 / >63 49 60 0 No 

R111 / ST41 3 134 / 217 (61) 64-69 / >69 (47) (61) 0 No 

R112 / LT26 2 49 / 125 62 59-64 / >64 49 62 0 No 

R114 / LT27 2 64 / 142 63 60-65 / >65 47 63 0 No 

R115 / ST43 2 59 / 149 64 61-65 / >65 47 64 0 No 
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Table 5-4. Operational Noise Impact Analysis at Representative Receptors 
Alternative B with BEBs 

Receptor 
Number 

Land Use 
Category1 

Distance to 
Bus Lane  

Near Lane / 
Far Lane 

(feet) 

Existing 
Noise 
Level  

Ldn (Leq)2, 
dBA 

Criteria, 
Moderate / 

Severe, dBA 

Project 
Noise 
Level, 

Ldn (Leq)2, 
dBA 

Cumulative 
Noise, 

Ldn (Leq)2, 
dBA 

Increase in 
Cumulative 
Noise, dB 

Noise 
Impact 
(FTA 

Criteria) 

Notes:  
1 - Category 2 – Includes residences, hotels/motels, and hospitals; Category 3 – Includes schools, parks, churches, and 
recreational uses.  
2 - Noise levels shown within parentheses represent 1-hour Leq. Leq is applied rather than Ldn for Category 3 land uses. The Leq 
values provided here represent 1-hour periods. 

Source: Supplemental Noise and Vibration Technical Study, 2022. 

Noise impacts from the chargers to be installed at the Pomona Transit Center Station 
are not anticipated considering the background noise at the station. 

The new O&M facility at the existing WVVMF could also generate some noise that may 
affect nearby noise-sensitive land uses. The new O&M site would be situated 
immediately southeast, as well as across, Arrow Highway, approximately 400 feet east 
of the nearest single-family residences. 

An analysis of noise generated by the new O&M facility operations (Table 5-5) found 
that no O&M operation noise impacts are anticipated at the receptor closest to the 
WVVMF site. Therefore, no noise impacts would occur as a result of operations of the 
new O&M facility. 
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Table 5-5. O&M Noise Impact Analysis at Representative Receptors 

Receptor 
Number3 

Land Use 
Category1 

Distance to 
Center of Bus 

Wash and 
Maintenance 
Station (feet) 

Existing 
Noise 
Level  

Ldn (Leq)2, 
dBA 

Criteria, 
Moderate/ 

Severe, dBA 

Project 
Noise 
Level, 

Ldn (Leq)2, 
dBA 

Cumulative 
Noise, 

Ldn (Leq)2, 
dBA 

Increase in 
Cumulative 
Noise, dB 

Noise 
Impact 
(FTA 

Criteria) 

R105A 2 400 58 57-62 / >62 48 58 0 No 

R105 2 600 64 61-65 / >65 44 64 0 No 

Notes: 
1 - Category 2 – Includes residences, hotels/motels, and hospitals; Category 3 – Includes schools, parks, churches, and library. 
2 - Noise levels shown within parentheses represent 1-hour Leq. Leq is applied rather than Ldn for Category 3 land uses. The Leq 
values provided here represent 1-hour periods. 

Source: Supplemental Noise and Vibration Technical Study, 2022. 

5.10.2 Change to Construction Noise Impacts 

Installation of on-route chargers at the Pomona Transit Center Station would occur at 
the same time as station construction and is not expected to generate additional noise 
levels as a result of construction activities.  

An assessment of noise impacts during construction of the new O&M facility at the 
WVVMF in Montclair was also performed (Table 5-6). Because construction activities 
are anticipated to occur during nighttime hours and weekends to not disrupt existing 
operations at WVVMF, it would notably increase the number of potentially impacted 
nearby residences because the nighttime criterion is 10 decibels (dB) lower, at 70 A-
weighted decibels (dBA). To assess the extent of impacts, a series of calculations was 
performed to determine the distance from construction activities previously described 
where a 70-dBA exposure level would occur over an 8-hour period taking into account 
the limits for nighttime hours and weekends at residential land uses. Results of this 
assessment reveal that no construction noise impacts are anticipated at the residential 
receptors closest to WVVMF, which are located more than 400 feet from the nearest 
potential construction activities. Also, indicated in the City of Montclair’s noise control 
regulations (Section 6.12 of the Municipal Code), industrial or commercial construction 
or public improvements, not otherwise feasible except between the hours of 8:00 p.m. 
and 7:00 a.m., may be approved on a limited, short-term basis, subject to the approval 
of the Director of Community Development. Therefore, no noise impacts would occur as 
a result of construction of the new O&M facility. 
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Table 5-6. Predicted Construction Equipment Noise Emission Levels 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5.10.3 Change to Vibration Impacts 

An analysis of vibration impacts was performed qualitatively. It reveals that the 
replacement of CNG buses with BEBs under Phase I/Milliken Alignment operations 
would not result in additional vibration impacts. 

Sound Effective
Construction Activity Level at Usage  Usage
Equipment 50 ft (dBA) Factor1 Factor2 @ 50 ft @ 100 ft

O&M Facilty Construction
Demolition
Pavement Breaker 2 82 0.25 0.15 74 68
Front-end loader 2 79 0.50 0.30 74 68
Dozer 1 80 0.50 0.15 72 66
Dump Truck 2 88 0.25 0.15 80 74

Overall Leq = 82 76
Noise Impact Distance5 = 190 ft

Removal of Pavement
Pavement Breaker 2 82 0.50 0.30 77 71
Dozer 1 80 0.25 0.08 69 63
Dump Truck 2 88 0.25 0.15 80 74

Overall Leq = 82 76
Noise Impact Distance5 = 185 ft

Excavation and Site Grading
Backhoe 2 80 0.50 0.30 75 69
Compactor 2 82 0.25 0.15 74 68
Grader 1 85 0.50 0.15 77 71
Front-end loader 2 79 0.25 0.15 71 65

Overall Leq = 81 75
Noise Impact Distance5 = 160 ft

Foundation
Utility Truck 2 84 0.25 0.15 76 70
Concrete Mixer 1 85 0.50 0.15 77 71
Saw 2 78 0.25 0.15 70 64

Overall Leq = 80 74
Noise Impact Distance5 = 150 ft

Structure Construction
Crane, Derrick 1 88 0.50 0.15 80 74
Saw 2 78 0.25 0.15 70 64
Utility Truck 2 84 0.50 0.30 79 73

Overall Leq = 83 77
Noise Impact Distance5 = 200 ft

Notes:
1 -

2 -

3 -
4 -
5 -

Source: Parsons

Calculated noise levels do not assume any mitigation measures.
Distance is measured from the geometric center of construction activities.
Based on the construction noise limit criteria of 70 dBA for nightime hours and weekends at residential land uses.  
Distances are measured from the center of the noise producing activities associated with the construction phase.

Assuming that the equipment are operating at, or near, their maximum sound levels 30 percent of the time during 
operation except for the compressor, roller, and generator.  These 3 pieces of equipment were assumed to be operational 

Leq, dBA3, 4 Number of
Equipment

Used

Usage factor is a percentage of time of the 8-hour construction period through which a hypothetical receptor would be 
noise impacted by the piece of equipment concerned.  This value cannot exceed 0.5 in practical terms.DRAFT
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The Final EIR/FONSI anticipated that vibration from construction activities would 
exceed the FTA building damage thresholds for Building Categories II, III, and IV 
(engineered concrete and masonry buildings, non-engineered timber and masonry 
buildings, and buildings extremely susceptible to vibration damage) buildings situated 
within 11, 15, and 20 feet, respectively, of the construction areas. No residential or 
commercial buildings are located less than 20 feet from anticipated construction areas 
at the new O&M facility.  

Therefore, structural damage from vibration associated with anticipated construction-
related activities would not be expected from construction of the new O&M facility. 

Construction vibration impacts during some construction activities could cause some 
annoyance at residential locations (FTA Land Use Category III) that are within 63 feet of 
the construction activity. Because no residences are located within 63 feet of the 
existing WVVMF site, human annoyance due to construction vibration is not anticipated. 

Overall, the changes to the project would not introduce additional noise and vibration 
impacts along the project alignments compared to what was analyzed in the Final 
EIR/FONSI. No significant noise impacts as a result of construction and operation of the 
O&M facility at the existing WVVMF site are anticipated. The findings of the impact 
analysis for noise and vibration within the Final EIR/FONSI remain valid for the project. 

5.11 Energy 

An analysis of energy and fuel consumption as a result of the proposed change from 
CNG buses to BEBs revealed that less energy and fuel would be consumed from 
project operations using BEBs instead of CNG buses in both the 2025 Opening Year 
and 2040 Design Year, as shown in Tables 5-7 and 5-8. Operation of the on-route 
charger at the Pomona Transit Center Station would be from the same power source 
that would supply power to the station. No additional power sources would be required. 

The Final EIR/FONSI assessed the fossil fuel consumption as a result of the O&M 
facility operation based on construction of one O&M facility under Phase I 
implementation and future construction of an O&M facility during Phase II 
implementation when funding is available. Because there would be no changes to the 
total number of O&M facilities for the project, there would be no changes to the fossil 
fuel consumption estimate for construction of the O&M facilities and the energy 
consumption estimate of the operation of the O&M facilities of the project. Thus, there 
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would be no increase in energy and fuel consumption with the proposed project 
changes. 

Table 5-7. Comparison of Annual Energy Consumption of Alternative B  
and No Build Alternative Based on BEB and CNG Buses 

Scenario and Year 
Total BTU 
(Million) 

Change 
between Build 
and No Build 
Alternatives 

Percent 
Change 

Change 
between Build 

Alternatives and 
CEQA Baseline 

Percent 
Change 

CEQA Baseline (2016) 23,085,572 -- -- -- -- 

2025 
No Build Alternative 21,613,507 -- -- -1,472,065 -6.38% 

Alternative B with CNG 21,611,094 -2,413 -0.011% -1,474,478 6.39% 

Alternative B with BEB 21,606,682  -6,825 -0.032%  -1,478,889 -6.41% 

2040 
No Build Alternative 19,007,867 -- -- -4,077,705 -17.76% 

Alternative B with CNG 19,011,366 3,500 0.018% -4,074,205 -17.6% 

Alternative B with BEB 19,003,173  -4,694 -0.025%  -4,082,399 -17.68% 
Source: WVCC Energy Study, 2018 (updated 2020) and WVCC Supplemental Energy Study, 2022. 

Table 5-8. Comparison of Annual Fuel Consumption of Alternative B  
and No Build Alternative Based on BEB and CNG Buses 

Scenario and Year 
Total 

Gallons 

Change 
between Build 
and No Build 
Alternatives 

Percent 
Change 

Change 
between Build 

Alternatives and 
CEQA Baseline 

Percent 
Change 

CEQA Baseline (2016) 196,483,761  -- -- -- -- 

2025 
No Build Alternative 183,814,562 -- -- -12,669,199 -6.45% 

Alternative B with CNG 183,792,938 -21,624 -0.012% -12,690,823 -6.46% 

Alternative B with BEB 183,755,422  -59,140 -0.032%  -12,728,211 -6.48% 

2040 
No Build Alternative 161,462,891 -- -- -35,020,870 -17.8% 

Alternative B with CNG 161,492,800 29,908 0.019% -34,990,961 -17.8% 

Alternative B with BEB 161,422,106  -40,786  -0.025% -35,061,655 -17.8% 
Source: WVCC Energy Study, 2018 (updated 2020) and WVCC Supplemental Energy Study, 2022. 
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Overall, the changes to the project would not introduce any new significant 
environmental effects related to energy consumption compared to what was analyzed in 
the Final EIR/FONSI. Rather the use of BEBs instead of CNG propulsion buses would 
consume less energy than the use of CNG buses. The findings of the energy impact 
analysis within the Final EIR/FONSI remain valid for the project 

In conclusion, the analysis of energy and fuel consumption as a result of the proposed 
change from CNG buses to BEB revealed that less energy and fuel would be consumed 
from the project operations; therefore, the conclusion in the Final EIR/FONSI is still 
valid. 

5.12 Demographics and Neighborhoods 

The replacement of CNG propulsion buses with BEBs would have no effect on 
community character within the original study area evaluated in the Final EIR/FONSI.  

New facilities proposed for the WVCC Project would be constructed within the existing 
footprint of the WVVMF and Pomona Transit Center Station and would not physically 
divide an established community. Similar to the O&M facility in Ontario, the existing 
WVVMF is located in a light industrial and mixed-use business park area, and additional 
operations for BEB maintenance would not affect residential areas or other sensitive 
receptors. Therefore, no adverse impacts to demographics and neighborhoods are 
expected as a result of the new O&M facility and on-route chargers. 

The WVVMF site lies within the Montclair North neighborhood and Census Tract 2.01. 
Census Tract 2.01 contains more than 50 percent minority population; therefore, 
communities within this area are considered environmental justice communities (see 
Section 3 above). The changes to the project would not introduce any new or more 
severe adverse effects on environmental justice communities compared to the project 
effects that were addressed in the Final EIR/FONSI. The new O&M facility in Montclair, 
on-route chargers at the Pomona Transit Center Station, and the use of eighteen 40-
foot-long BEBs would meet the project purpose and need and would result in the same 
transit benefits as outlined in the Final EIR/FONSI. In addition, use of zero-emission 
BEBs and installation of charging stations would contribute toward the goal established 
in EO 14008 that 40 percent of the overall benefits of federal investments in clean 
transit flow to disadvantaged communities. Consistent with the findings of the Final 
EIR/FONSI, the WVCC Project, including the proposed changes, would not have 
disproportionately high and adverse effects on environmental justice populations. 
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5.13 Acquisitions and Displacements 

The changes to the WVCC Project would not require any property acquisition or 
relocations in addition to those described in the Final EIR/FONSI; therefore, the 
proposed project changes would not result in changes in impacts pertaining to land 
acquisition. 

5.14 Public Services and Utilities 

The replacement of CNG propulsion buses with BEBs would require installation of on-
route chargers at the existing Pomona Transit Center Station. Construction of the new 
O&M facility at the existing WVVMF site would require some retrofitting of the facility, 
but would not result in substantial or significant effect on public service and utilities at 
the WVVMF site or surrounding areas. 

As stated in the Final EIR/FONSI, activities associated with project construction could 
affect public services during construction. Disruptions would be related primarily to 
operation of construction equipment in the area, traffic lane closures, noise and 
vibration, light and glare, and fugitive dust emissions. Because project construction 
activities would be temporary, no long-term or permanent adverse effects on nearby 
community facilities are expected. 

Construction of the new O&M facility and installation of on-route chargers would be 
confined to the existing WVVMF and Pomona Transit Center Station, respectively, and 
no lane closures would be required. Minimal disruption to traffic may occur during 
transport of construction equipment. As noted in the Final EIR/FONSI, the contractor 
would coordinate with city traffic departments and with all emergency service providers 
within the project area when developing traffic handling plans to be used during the 
construction period. With implementation of these minimization measures, impacts to 
public services would not be significant or adverse. 

Construction of the O&M facility site at the WVVMF would require new service 
connection and may require partial relocation of existing utilities; however, no long-term 
disruptions in service are expected. Recent consultations with Southern California 
Edison (SCE) were also conducted on the needed relocation of a high voltage power 
line (50kv) pole on Benson Avenue, which is located within the project footprint 
previously studied. This relocation would not contribute or cause a significant 
unavoidable impact, and no new impact or increase in the severity of impacts beyond 
what was addressed in the Final EIR/FONSI would occur. In addition, if additional 
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conflicts are identified, minor relocations of the utility lines could be required, but they 
would not result in or contribute to a significant unavoidable impact. 

Overall, the changes to the project would not introduce any new significant 
environmental effects related to public services and utilities compared to what was 
analyzed in the Final EIR/FONSI. Avoidance, minimization and mitigation measures CI-
PS-1 (coordination with the traffic departments of the cities of Pomona, Montclair, 
Ontario, Rancho Cucamonga, and Fontana and with all corridor emergency service 
providers) and CI-PS-2 (advance notice of all construction-related street closures and 
detours) would still be implemented to reduce impacts on public services. The findings 
of the impact analysis for public services and utilities within the Final EIR/FONSI remain 
valid for the project. 

5.15 Safety and Security 

The replacement of CNG propulsion buses with BEBs would not change project effects 
related to safety and security. The installation of on-route chargers at the Pomona 
Transit Center Station is not expected to alter the safety and security conditions for 
pedestrians and transit patrons at the station. 

The new O&M facility would be situated within the existing WVVMF, which is located in 
an industrial-zoned area. No substantial impacts on pedestrian safety are anticipated 
from operations of the new O&M facility due to the minor increase in the volume of 
buses and cars entering and exiting the facility. 

Construction of the O&M facility within the existing WVVMF and installation of on-route 
chargers at the Pomona Transit Center Station would be governed by Occupational 
Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) regulations defined in the CFR, Part 29, 
Chapter XVII. To establish a safe working environment, the contract documents for the 
project would require that it is the Contractor’s responsibility to provide and maintain all 
measures required by Construction Safety Orders issued by the Division of Industrial 
Safety of the California OSHA. The Contractor would also be required to comply with all 
laws and regulations regarding public health and safety. With adherence to these laws 
and regulations, safety impacts associated with construction of the proposed facilities 
are not expected to be adverse. 

Construction of the new O&M facility would be confined within the existing WVVMF site. 
The sites would be fenced off during construction for public safety and workers’ security. 
No new impacts are anticipated beyond that addressed in the Final EIR/FONSI. 
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5.16 Parks and Recreation 

The replacement of CNG propulsion buses with BEBs would have no effect on parks 
and recreation facilities. The installation of on-route chargers at the Pomona Transit 
Center Station would be confined within the proposed station footprint and would have 
no effect on parks and recreation facilities 

Construction of the new O&M facility would occur within the existing footprint of the 
WVVMF and would not directly affect any park and recreational facilities. 

The Pacific Electric Inland Empire Bike Trail is located approximately 500 feet to the 
north of the WVVMF, across from the existing railroad tracks and a vacant lot. The new 
O&M facility site at the WVVMF would not be very visible from the trail because of the 
distance from the site and the existing wall around the WVVMF. Therefore, the new 
O&M facility would not adversely affect users of the Pacific Electric Inland Empire Bike 
Trail. 

Overall, the changes to the project would not introduce any new significant 
environmental effects related to parks and recreation compared to what was analyzed in 
the Final EIR/FONSI. The findings of the impact analysis for parks and recreation within 
the Final EIR/FONSI remain valid for the project 

5.17 Section 4(f) 

Section 4(f) of the Department of Transportation Act requires that FTA may not approve 
the use of a Section 4(f) property unless a determination is made that there is no 
feasible and prudent avoidance alternative; the action includes all possible planning to 
minimize harm; or the use of the property will have a de minimis impact on the property. 
Properties protected under Section 4(f) include publicly owned land of a public park or 
recreation area; public wildlife and waterfowl refuges of national, state, or local 
significance; and publicly or privately owned historic properties that are listed in or 
determined eligible for listing in the NRHP. 

The replacement of CNG propulsion buses with BEBs would not change project effects 
related to Section 4(f) use. The installation of on-route chargers at the Pomona Transit 
Center Station would not require work within areas outside the original study area 
evaluated in the Final EIR/FONSI and would not change project effects related to 
Section 4(f) use.  
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Four properties that may qualify for protection under Section 4(f) were identified within 
0.5 mile of the new O&M facility at the WVVMF in Montclair. These include Moreno 
Vista Park, El Barrio Park, College Park, and the Pacific Electric Inland Empire Trail. 

The changes to the WVCC Project would not require permanent incorporation or 
temporary use of any of the four parks and recreational facilities. In addition, there 
would be no proximity impacts (i.e., noise and vibration, visual impacts, seismic activity, 
traffic, and air quality and greenhouse gas [GHG] emissions) resulting from 
implementing the project that would be so severe that the protected activities, features, 
or attributes that potentially qualify these properties for protection under Section 4(f) 
would be substantially impaired. Therefore, the WVCC Project, with the modifications 
proposed, would not result in the use of any properties potentially protected under 
Section 4(f). 

5.18 Growth Inducement 

As discussed in the Final EIR/FONSI, the project is expected to accommodate existing, 
approved, and planned growth in the area, but it is not expected to influence the 
amount, timing, or location of growth in the area. The change in bus type and size, 
relocation of the O&M facility, and installation of on-route chargers within the existing 
transit station footprint would also not affect growth in the area. Thus, the findings of the 
impact analysis pertaining to growth inducement within the Final EIR/FONSI remain 
valid for the project 

5.19 Greenhouse Gas Emissions 

The GHG Emissions Study prepared in 2018 (updated 2020) analyzed annual 
operational emissions of GHG as a result of the project implementation based on the 
use of CNG propulsion buses and operation of the O&M facility in Ontario by comparing 
the emissions at the Opening Year (2023) and Design Year (2040) against the no-build 
conditions. Emissions were quantified based on regional passenger vehicle and truck 
VMT. 

To assess the effect of project changes, the annual operational emissions analysis was 
conducted for the WVCC Project, taking into account proposed replacement of the CNG 
propulsion buses with BEBs and operation of the new O&M facility at the WVVMF and 
the new opening year of 2025. The change in O&M facility location during the Phase 
I/Milliken Alignment implementation is not anticipated to significantly change the overall 
VMT generated from the project, and the same VMT data were utilized. 
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Table 5-9 presents the results of GHG operational emissions analysis of the project 
(Alternative B) relative to the no-build condition from the use of CNG buses and BEBs. 
As shown in the table, the use of BEBs would generate less GHG emissions in the 
Opening Year (2025) and the Design Year (2040) compared to the use of CNG buses. 
Therefore, the change of CNG buses to BEBs would not result in adverse effects 
related to GHG emissions, and it would also result in lower emission levels. 

Table 5-9. Greenhouse Gas Emissions from the Use of CNG Buses and BEBs 
Compared with No-Build Conditions 

Scenario Annual Emissions 
(Metric Tons CO2e) 

Build Alternative 
Relative to No Build 

Alternative 
Percent 

Difference 

Existing (2016)  2,021,030 -- -- 
Opening Year (2025)     
No Build Alternative 1,898,124 -- -- 
Alternative B with CNG buses 1,899,229 1,105 0.06 
Alternative B with BEBs 1,877,465 -20,659 -1.09 
Design Year (2040)     
No Build Alternative 1,475,058 -- -- 
Alternative B with CNG buses 1,476,277 1,218 0.08 
Alternative B with BEBs 1,456,288 -18,770 -1.27 
Source: WVVC GHG Emissions Study, 2018 (updated 2020) and WVCC Supplemental GHG Emissions 
Study, 2022. 

Table 5-10 presents the results of GHG operational emissions analysis of the project 
(Alternative B) relative to the Existing Year (2016) condition (CEQA baseline) from the 
use of CNG buses and BEBs. As shown in the table, the use of BEBs would generate 
less GHG emissions in the Opening Year (2025) and the Design Year (2040) compared 
to the use of CNG buses. This reduction reflects the use of BEBs and associated 
exhaust emissions decrease in future years as the vehicle fleet continues to turn over to 
newer, more efficient vehicles and as emission standards become more stringent. 
Therefore, the change of CNG buses to BEBs would result in lower emission levels. 
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Table 5-10. Greenhouse Gas Emissions from the Use of CNG Buses and BEBs 
Compared with the Existing Year (2016)  

Scenario Annual Emissions 
(Metric Tons CO2e) 

Change from the 
Existing Conditions 

Percent 
Difference 

Existing (2016)  2,021,030 -- -- 
Opening Year (2025)     
No Build Alternative 1,898,124 -122,906 -6.1 
Alternative B with CNG buses 1,899,229 -121,801 -6.0 
Alternative B with BEBs 1,877,465 -143,565 -7.1 
Design Year (2040)     
No Build Alternative 1,475,058 -545,972 -27 
Alternative B with CNG buses 1,476,277 -544,754 -27 
Alternative B with BEBs 1,456,288 -564,743 -27.9 
Source: WVCC GHG Emissions Study, 2018 (updated 2020) and WVCC Supplemental GHG Emissions 
Study, 2022. 

Overall, the changes to the project would not introduce any new or more severe 
significant environmental effects related to GHG emissions compared to what was 
analyzed in the Final EIR/FONSI. Rather, the use of BEBs instead of CNG propulsion 
buses would generate less GHG emissions. The findings of the GHG impact analysis 
within the Final EIR/FONSI remain valid for the project. 

DRAFT



EIR Addendum/Environmental Reevaluation 

West Valley Connector Corridor Project 54 

6.0 CHANGES TO ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITMENTS 

Based on the results of the analyses in Section 5.0, no new or additional mitigation 
measures are needed for the project changes. It should be noted that because the 
proposed O&M facility Site 3 in Ontario will not be constructed during Phase I/Milliken 
Alignment construction, the following mitigation measure proposed in the Final 
EIR/FONSI will not need to be implemented during Phase I implementation. 

Traffic and Transportation 

Because there would be no construction and implementation of the O&M facility in 
Ontario during the Phase I/Milliken Alignment implementation, impacts at the following 
intersections would not occur:  

• #2 Campus Avenue/Belmont Street (years 2025 and 2040) 
• #4 Bon View Avenue/Belmont Street (years 2025 and 2040) 
• #6 Grove Avenue/Mission Boulevard (year 2040) 

The Final EIR/FONSI stated that no feasible mitigation measures are available to 
mitigate the impacts at the Campus Avenue/Belmont Street and Bon View 
Avenue/Belmont Street intersections; therefore, further coordination between SBCTA 
with local jurisdictions to identify appropriate traffic improvement compensation for these 
two intersections would be required. Because no O&M facility would be constructed in 
Ontario during the Phase I/Milliken Alignment implementation, no traffic improvement 
compensation for these two intersections would be needed.  

In addition, the removal of Phase I impacts to intersection #6 Grove Avenue/Mission 
Boulevard would avoid the need to implement the improvement of this intersection 
under mitigation measure TRA-2 in the Final EIR/FONSI. This improvement proposed 
the modification of the traffic signal at the westbound Mission Boulevard approach to 
include a right-turn overlap phase to minimize impacts at the Grove Avenue/Mission 
Boulevard intersection by the year 2040. This improvement would not be required until 
the O&M facility in Ontario is constructed. 

Aesthetics and Visual Resources 

Mitigation measure AV-8 focused on the need for the project to provide streetscape and 
screening along the street face of the proposed O&M facility in Ontario. Given the new 
proposed location and the inherent screening already on the WVVMF site, this 
mitigation measure would not be applicable to the proposed O&M facility at the WVVMF 
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site in Montclair. However, the original proposed O&M facility may be constructed as 
part of a later phase of the overall project; therefore, the mitigation measure would still 
be applicable if SBCTA goes forward with constructing the O&M facility in Ontario 
during the Phase II/Haven Alignment. 

Biological Resources 

• The burrowing owl mitigation measure (BR-1) is not applicable to project 
activities at the WVVMF site and Pomona Transit Center Station. 

• No CSS or areas with Delhi sands would be disturbed at the WVVMF site and 
Pomona Transit Center Station, and CSS and Delhi sands flower-loving fly 
protection under BR-3 and BR-4 are not applicable.  

• No environmentally sensitive areas (ESAs) are present, and CI-BR-1 and CI-
BR-2 for ESA buffers and fencing are not necessary.  

• Mitigation CI-BR-3 is not applicable for the construction areas at the WWWMF 
and Pomona Transit Center, which are paved.  However, it is still applicable for 
the areas along the BRT corridor with existing vegetation and are subject to 
excavation. Therefore, the mitigation language of CI-BR-3 is being revised to 
read: “Prior to the completion of construction, the Contractor will hydroseed 
temporarily impacted vegetation communities with appropriate native plant 
species. Plant species used in the seeding shall be determined in coordination 
with a qualified biologist. This mitigation measure is not applicable for the 
construction areas at West Valley Vehicle Maintenance Facility where the O&M 
facility would be constructed and at the Pomona Transit Center Station where the 
on-route chargers would be installed” 

• Because the language of CI-BR-4 is duplicative of CI-BR-5, this mitigation has 
been removed. 

Water Quality 

The requirement regarding construction of onsite infiltration basins to treat stormwater 
runoff from the new impervious area created by the proposed O&M facility in Ontario 
(WQ-3) is not applicable to the O&M facility to be located within the WVVMF site.  

Due to the change in circumstances, the following mitigation measure text is being 
revised. 

• CI-WQ-C3: If dewatering is required, the Contractor shall follow the requirements 
specified in the NPDES permit for discharges to surface water that pose an 
insignificant (de minimis) threat to water quality, from either the Santa Ana 
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RWQCB per Order No. R8-2005-0041 R8 2020-0006 (NPDES No. CAG998001) 
or the Los Angeles RWQCB under Order No. R4-2018-0125 (NPDES No. 
CAG994004). 

The Revised Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program (MMRP) is provided in 
Appendix A of this document.  
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7.0 CONCLUSION 

None of the conditions as described under Section 15162(a)(1) of the State of California 
CEQA Guidelines, which would call for preparation of a new or supplemental or 
subsequent EIR, are present. The proposed changes to the project would not create 
new or more severe significant impacts that were not previously disclosed in the Final 
EIR/FONSI; therefore, no additional environmental documentation under CEQA is 
required. 

Because the proposed project changes, with consideration of changes to the 
environmental setting and circumstances, would not result in new or more severe 
adverse impacts compared to those identified in the Final EIR/FONSI, the Final 
EIR/FONSI remains valid pursuant to 23 CFR 771.129, and no supplemental 
environmental document under NEPA is required. 
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_______. 2022c. Supplemental Air Quality Study, West Valley Connector Corridor Bus 
Rapid Transit Project. June. 

_______. 2022d. Supplemental Biological Study Report, West Valley Connector 
Corridor Bus Rapid Transit Project. June. 

_______. 2022e. Supplemental Historic Property Survey Report, West Valley Connector 
Corridor Bus Rapid Transit Project. June. 

_______. 2022f. Supplemental Paleontological Identification Report and Evaluation 
Report. West Valley Connector Corridor Bus Rapid Transit Project. June. 

_______. 2022g. Supplemental Preliminary Geotechnical Report, West Valley 
Connector Corridor Bus Rapid Transit Project. June. 

_______. 2022h. Phase I Initial Site Assessment Addendum, West Valley Connector 
Corridor Bus Rapid Transit Project, O&M Facility Located at 4748 East Arrow 
Highway, Montclair, CA 91763. June. 

_______. 2022i. Supplemental Floodplain Evaluation and Water Quality Report, West 
Valley Connector Corridor Bus Rapid Transit Project. June. 

_______. 2022j. Supplemental Community Impact Report, West Valley Connector 
Corridor Bus Rapid Transit Project. June. 

_______. 2022k. Supplemental Noise and Vibration Technical Study, West Valley 
Connector Corridor Bus Rapid Transit Project. June. 

_______. 2022l. Supplemental Energy Study, West Valley Connector Corridor Bus 
Rapid Transit Project. June. 

_______. 2022m. Supplemental Section 4(f) Analysis, West Valley Connector Corridor 
Bus Rapid Transit Project. June. 

_______. 2022n. Supplemental Greenhouse Gas Emission Study, West Valley 
Connector Corridor Bus Rapid Transit Project. June. 

_______. 2020. Final Environmental Impact Report/Finding of No Significant Impact, 
West Valley Connector Project. March. 

U.S. Census Bureau. 2021. 2019 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates. 
Census Tract 2.01, San Bernardino, CA https://censusreporter.org/profiles/ 
14000US06071000201-census-tract-201-san-bernardino-ca/. Accessed June 24, 
2021. 
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U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS). May 14, 2021. Information for Planning and 
Consultation (IPaC) Resource List. 

U.S. Geological Survey. 2006. Open-File Report 2006-1217, Geologic Map of the 
San Bernardino and Santa Ana 30' x 60' quadrangles, California. 
https://pubs.usgs.gov/of/2006/1217/. Accessed May 20, 2021.  
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WEST VALLEY CONNECTOR CORRIDOR PROJECT  

PHASE I/MILLIKEN ALIGNMENT 
REVISED MITIGATION MONITORING AND REPORTING PROGRAM 

 

This mitigation monitoring and reporting program (MMRP) has been prepared pursuant to State of 

California Public Resources Code (PRC) Section 21081.6, which requires adoption of a reporting and 

monitoring program for projects in which the lead agency has required changes or adopted mitigation to 

avoid significant environmental effects of Phase I/Milliken Alignment (Project) of the West Valley 

Connector Corridor Project. Specific reporting or monitoring requirements to be enforced during project 

implementation must be defined prior to final approval of the project proposal by the decision makers. 

This MMRP identifies responsible parties and provides guidelines for implementation and reporting for all 

mitigation measures outlined in the Final Environmental Impact Report (EIR) and the Finding of No 

Significant Impact (FONSI) for the Project, as revised based on proposed project changes and the final 

design plans for the Phase I/Milliken Alignment. 

A. Responsible Party 

The San Bernardino County Transit Authority (SBCTA) is the California Environmental Quality Act 

(CEQA) lead agency. The Federal Transit Administration, Region 9 (FTA) is the lead federal agency 

under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). SBCTA has responsibility for construction 

management and oversight, and the assurance that mitigation measures are implemented by designated 

and qualified personnel, which may include design and construction contractors. Therefore, SBCTA will 

also be responsible for implementing and reporting on the mitigation measures in this MMRP.  

B. Mitigation Requirements 

Unless otherwise stated in the Final EIR and the FONSI and the EIR Addendum/Environmental 

Reevaluation of FONSI, the Project will be designed, constructed, and operated following all applicable 

laws, regulations, ordinances, and formally adopted standards (e.g., city municipal codes and standard 

plans). Construction will follow the uniform practices established by the American Public Works 

Association (e.g., Standard Specifications for Public Works Construction [Greenbook] and the California 

Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices [MUTCD]) or other City-approved standards. These measures 

are generally incorporated as part of SBCTA’s bid and specifications package. 

A total of 32 mitigation measures for operations and 51 mitigation measures for construction are required 

to be undertaken to mitigate the potentially significant impacts and unavoidable adverse effects 

associated with the WVCC. The mitigation measures for operation are presented in Table 1, and the 

mitigation measures for construction are presented in Table 2.  Measures that are not applicable to the 

Phase I/Milliken Alignment and changes made due to project changes and final design plans are shown 

as strikeout (text) for deleted texts and underlines for additional texts (text). 

C. Schedule and Reporting Frequency 

Implementation and monitoring of mitigation tasks, as outlined in the tables below, will be documented in 

the Mitigation Monitoring Report form (see Exhibit A), which will be issued by SBCTA to the party 

responsible for task implementation. These forms will be used to demonstrate and document compliance 

with PRC Section 21081.6 and will be completed by those having designated responsibility for mitigation 

implementation and monitoring. Completed forms shall be submitted to SBCTA for verification and filing 

as soon as each mitigation task is completed or reaches a designated completion milestone. Retained 

mitigation monitoring reports will be made available to the public for a period of 5 years following 

completion of the project. Duplicate copies of certified forms will also be retained in SBCTA archives 

together with the ‘as-built’ drawings for this project. 
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Table 1. Mitigation Measures, Implementation, Scheduling, and Reporting (Operation Phase) 

EIR/EA 
Mitigation 
Measure 

No. 

Avoidance, Minimization, and/or Mitigation Measures 

Impact 
Category/ 
Section in 

Final EIR/FONSI 

Implementation Tasks 
Schedule of 

Implementation 
Implementation 
Responsibility 

Record of 
Implementation 

Verification 
and Record 

Keeping 

TRA-1 The proposed bus rapid transit (BRT) project design would incorporate the 
following improvement measures to enhance sbX Operations and sbX 
Operations at Signalized Intersections: 

• Reconstruction of curb and gutters will only be required for the segment 
where dedicated bus-only lanes are proposed. 

• Vehicular lanes where the sbX operates in dedicated bus-only lanes will 
feature concrete roadways, painted, or striped to visually separate the 
exclusive lanes from the mixed flow lanes. 

• Concrete pads will be placed at all station locations for the sbX 
vehicles. 

• Wherever possible for exclusive lanes, the bus signals and the adjacent 
existing intersection signals will be integrated to create one signalized 
intersection controlling automobiles and buses. 

• Intersection crossings will be controlled with signals, and pedestrians 
will be allocated standard crossing time. 

• Left-turn movements for vehicular traffic from mixed-flow lanes crossing 
exclusive lanes on the project alignment will require separate signal 
phases with red arrows when transit vehicles are crossing intersections. 

• The signal modifications may also include “active” No-Right-Turn 
indications and “Bus Coming” signs to prevent right turns across the 
exclusive lanes. 

• Signal modifications will include upgrades to signal controllers and 
software to accommodate the transit priority treatment at intersections.  

• Presignals and queue cutters will be used to prevent traffic from 
stopping or blocking the exclusive lanes. 

Traffic and 
Transportation 

Chapter 3 

1. Include the improvement measures in the 
final design for the project. 

2. Include the improvement measures in bid 
and specification package. 

3. Monitor to ensure the contractor 
implements the improvement measures. 

4. Implement the improvement measures. 

1. Final design phase 

2. Contract 
documents 

3-4. Demolition and 
construction 

1. SBCTA Project 
Engineer 

2. SBCTA 

3. SBCTA 
Construction 
Manager 

4. Construction 
Contractor 

1-2. Record of 
compliance kept on 
file at SBCTA  

3-4. Record of 
compliance kept on 
jobsite 

1-4. SBCTA 

TRA-2 The following improvement measures would be carried out at the following 
affected intersections and Operations and Maintenance (O&M) facility site 
location 3: 

A. #2 Garey Avenue/Holt Avenue: Restripe eastbound Holt Avenue 
approach to add a dedicated right-turn lane (by 2023). 

B. #4 Towne Avenue/Holt Avenue: Modify the traffic signal to include 
protected plus permitted phasing at the northbound and southbound 
Towne Avenue approaches (by 2040). 

C. #8 East End Avenue/Holt Avenue: Restripe the eastbound Holt 
Avenue right-turn lane to a shared through/right-turn lane (by 2040). 

D. #79 Day Creek Boulevard/Foothill Boulevard: Restripe the third 
northbound through lane to a shared through/right-turn lane (by 2023). 

E. #96 Sierra Avenue/Foothill Boulevard: Modify the traffic signal to 
include protected plus permitted phasing at the eastbound and 
westbound Foothill Boulevard approaches (by 2023). 

F. #106 Sierra Avenue/San Bernardino Avenue: Modify the traffic signal 
to include protected plus permitted phasing at the eastbound and 

Traffic and 
Transportation 

Chapter 3 

1. Include the improvement measures in the 
final design for the project. 

2. Include the improvement measures in bid 
and specification package. 

3. Monitor to ensure the contractor 
implements the improvement measures. 

4. Implement the improvement measures. 

1. Final design phase 

2. Contract 
documents 

3-4. Demolition and 
construction 

1. SBCTA Project 
Engineer 

2. SBCTA 

3. SBCTA 
Construction 
Manager 

4. Construction 
Contractor 

1-2. Record of 
compliance kept on 
file at SBCTA  

3-4. Record of 
compliance kept on 
jobsite 

1-4. SBCTA 
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Table 1. Mitigation Measures, Implementation, Scheduling, and Reporting (Operation Phase) 

EIR/EA 
Mitigation 
Measure 

No. 

Avoidance, Minimization, and/or Mitigation Measures 

Impact 
Category/ 
Section in 

Final EIR/FONSI 

Implementation Tasks 
Schedule of 

Implementation 
Implementation 
Responsibility 

Record of 
Implementation 

Verification 
and Record 

Keeping 

westbound San Bernardino Avenue approaches (by 2040). 

G. #107 Sierra Avenue/Marygold Avenue: Modify and restripe the 
eastbound Marygold Avenue shared through/right lane to a right-turn 
lane with a dedicated eastbound through lane (by 2040). 

H. #109 Juniper Avenue/Valley Boulevard: Restripe the westbound 
Valley Boulevard approach to add a dedicated right-turn lane (by 
2040).  

O&M Facility #6 Grove Avenue/Mission Boulevard: Modify the traffic 
signal to include a right-turn overlap phase at the westbound Mission 
Boulevard approach (by 2040). 

AV-1 Conduct a final tree survey for all trees that will be impacted by the 
project. Complete survey prior to final design efforts and minimize tree 
removal to the greatest extent possible. 

Aesthetics and 
Visual 
Resources 

Section 4.1 

1. Implement as part of final design. 

2. Include in bid and specification package. 

3. Monitor to ensure the contractor complies 
with tree removal plan. 

4. Implement tree removal plan. 

1. Final design phase 

2. Contract 
documents 

3-4. Demolition  

1. SBCTA Project 
Engineer 

2. SBCTA 

3. SBCTA 
Construction 
Manager 

4. Construction 
Contractor 

1-2. Record of 
compliance kept on 
file at SBCTA  

3-4. Record of 
compliance kept on 
jobsite 

1-4. SBCTA 

AV-2 All lighting at the stations shall include shielding and directionality to limit 
the extent of glare created at these locations. 

Aesthetics and 
Visual 
Resources 

Section 4.1 

1. Implement as part of final design. 

2. Include in bid and specification package. 

3. Monitor to ensure the contractor complies 
with lighting plan. 

4. Implement lighting plan. 

1. Final design phase 

2. Contract 
documents 

3-4. Construction 

1. SBCTA Project 
Engineer 

2. SBCTA 

3. SBCTA 
Construction 
Manager 

4. Construction 
Contractor 

1-2. Record of 
compliance kept on 
file at SBCTA  

3-4. Record of 
compliance kept on 
jobsite 

1-4. SBCTA 

AV-3 Install replacement trees at a ratio and size required by either the tree or 
landscape ordinance, or the landscape development guidelines for the 
portion of the project developed in each of the corridor cities. If no 
requirement exists, install replacement trees at a 1:1 ratio with a minimum 
size of 36-inch box for street trees and 24-inch box for any other project 
trees. 

Aesthetics and 
Visual 
Resources 

Section 4.1 

1. Implement as part of final design. 

2. Include in bid and specification package. 

3. Monitor to ensure the contractor complies 
with tree replacement plan. 

4. Implement tree replacement plan. 

1. Final design phase 

2. Contract 
documents 

3-4. Demolition and 
construction 

1. SBCTA Project 
Engineer 

2. SBCTA 

3. SBCTA 
Construction 
Manager 

4. Construction 
Contractor 

1-2. Record of 
compliance kept on 
file at SBCTA  

3-4. Record of 
compliance kept on 
jobsite 

1-4. SBCTA 

AV-4 Meet any currently established City requirements for streetscape design 
for the various roadways within the project area that are disturbed by the 
project construction and work with the community stakeholders to ensure 
implementation. Relevant goals and policies include Policy 6D.P24 of the 
Pomona General Plan, Policy CD3-6 of the Ontario General Plan, Policy 
CM-1.5 of the Rancho Cucamonga General Plan, and Goal #4.1 of the 
Fontana General Plan, all of which require transit developments to provide 
elements such as landscaping to enhance the aesthetics, functionality, 

Aesthetics and 
Visual 
Resources 

Section 4.1 

1. Implement as part of final design. 

2. Include in bid and specification package. 

3. Monitor to ensure the contractor complies 
with streetscape plan. 

4. Implement streetscape plan. 

1. Final design phase 

2. Contract 
documents 

3-4. Demolition and 
construction 

1. SBCTA Project 
Engineer 

2. SBCTA 

3. SBCTA 
Construction 
Manager 

4. Construction 

1-2. Record of 
compliance kept on 
file at SBCTA  

3-4. Record of 
compliance kept on 
jobsite 

1-4. SBCTA DRAFT
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Table 1. Mitigation Measures, Implementation, Scheduling, and Reporting (Operation Phase) 

EIR/EA 
Mitigation 
Measure 

No. 

Avoidance, Minimization, and/or Mitigation Measures 

Impact 
Category/ 
Section in 

Final EIR/FONSI 

Implementation Tasks 
Schedule of 

Implementation 
Implementation 
Responsibility 

Record of 
Implementation 

Verification 
and Record 

Keeping 

and sustainability of streetscapes. Contractor 

AV-5 Develop and implement an Art-in-Transit strategy and incorporate artwork 
into relevant center- and side-running BRT station designs. 

Aesthetics and 
Visual 
Resources 

Section 4.1 

1. Implement as part of final design. 

2. Include in bid and specification package. 

3. Monitor to ensure the contractor complies 
with Art-in-Transit plan. 

4. Implement Art-in-Transit plan. 

1. Final design phase 

2. Contract 
documents 

3-4. Construction 

1. SBCTA Project 
Engineer 

2. SBCTA 

3. SBCTA 
Construction 
Manager 

4. Construction 
Contractor 

1-2. Record of 
compliance kept on 
file at SBCTA  

3-4. Record of 
compliance kept on 
jobsite 

1-4. SBCTA 

AV-6 Between Euclid and Sultana avenues, minimize the number of tree 
removals to the extent possible. 

Aesthetics and 
Visual 
Resources 

Section 4.1 

1. Implement as part of final design. 

2. Include in bid and specification package. 

3. Monitor to ensure the contractor complies 
with tree removal plan. 

4. Implement tree removal plan. 

1. Final design phase 

2. Contract 
documents 

3-4. Demolition  

1. SBCTA Project 
Engineer 

2. SBCTA 

3. SBCTA 
Construction 
Manager 

4. Construction 
Contractor 

1-2. Record of 
compliance kept on 
file at SBCTA  

3-4. Record of 
compliance kept on 
jobsite 

1-4. SBCTA 

AV-7 Within the Holt Boulevard/Euclid Avenue intersection, ensure any work 
complies with requirements of the historic designations of the roadway 
regarding landscape and other contributing factors. 

Aesthetics and 
Visual 
Resources 

Section 4.1 

1. Implement as part of final design. 

2. Include in bid and specification package. 

3. Monitor to ensure the contractor complies 
with streetscape/landscape plan. 

4. Implement streetscape/landscape plan. 

1. Final design phase 

2. Contract 
documents 

3-4. Construction 

1. SBCTA Project 
Engineer 

2. SBCTA 

3. SBCTA 
Construction 
Manager 

4. Construction 
Contractor 

1-2. Record of 
compliance kept on 
file at SBCTA  

3-4. Record of 
compliance kept on 
jobsite 

1-4. SBCTA 

AV-8 For the O&M facility, provide streetscape planting, including trees, as well 
as incorporating screening along the street. 

Aesthetics and 
Visual 
Resources 

Section 4.1 

1. Implement as part of final design. 

2. Include in bid and specification package. 

3. Monitor to ensure the contractor complies 
with streetscape/landscape plan. 

4. Implement streetscape/landscape plan. 

1. Final design phase 

2. Contract 
documents 

3-4. Construction 

1. SBCTA Project 
Engineer 

2. SBCTA 

3. SBCTA 
Construction 
Manager 

4. Construction 
Contractor 

1-2. Record of 
compliance kept on 
file at SBCTA  

3-4. Record of 
compliance kept on 
jobsite 

1-4. SBCTA 

BR-1 Burrowing Owl (BUOW) Protection. To ensure that any BUOW that may 
occupy the site in the future are not affected by the construction activities, 
pre-construction BUOW surveys will be required within 7 to 10 days prior 
to any ground-disturbing activities in the areas identified as potential 
BUOW habitat.  

If any of the preconstruction surveys determine that BUOW are present, 
one or more of the following mitigation measures may be required: (1) 
avoidance of active nests and surrounding buffer areas during 

Biological 
Resources  

Section 4.3 

1. Include the requirements in bid and 
specification package. 

2. Monitor to ensure the contractor complies 
with the requirements. 

3. Follow mitigation measure requirement. 

1. Contract 
documents 

2-3. Demolition and 
construction 

1. SBCTA  

2. SBCTA 
Construction 
Manager 

3. Construction 
Contractor/Biologist 

1. Record of 
compliance kept on 
file at SBCTA  

2-3. Record of 
compliance kept on 
jobsite 

1-3. SBCTA DRAFT
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Table 1. Mitigation Measures, Implementation, Scheduling, and Reporting (Operation Phase) 

EIR/EA 
Mitigation 
Measure 

No. 

Avoidance, Minimization, and/or Mitigation Measures 

Impact 
Category/ 
Section in 

Final EIR/FONSI 

Implementation Tasks 
Schedule of 

Implementation 
Implementation 
Responsibility 

Record of 
Implementation 

Verification 
and Record 

Keeping 

construction activities: (2) passive relocation of individual owls; (3) active 
relocation of individual owls; and (4) preservation of on-site habitat with 
long-term conservation value for the owl. 

BR-2 Nesting Birds Protection. Avoid disturbance of any nests protected by the 
Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA). If tree and shrub removal activities are 
scheduled to occur during the breeding season (February 1 through 
August 31), then SBCTA will implement the following measures to avoid 
potential adverse effects on birds covered by the MBTA: 

• No more than 1 week prior to construction, a qualified wildlife biologist 
will conduct preconstruction survey of all potential nesting habitat within 
500 feet of construction activities where access is available. 

• If active nests are found during preconstruction surveys, then the 
project proponent will create a no-disturbance buffer (acceptable in size 
to the California Department of Fish and Wildlife [CDFW]) around active 
raptor nests and nests of other special-status birds during the breeding 
season, or until it is determined that all young have fledged. Typical 
buffers include 500 feet for raptors and 250 feet for other nesting birds. 
The size of these buffer zones and types of construction activities 
restricted in these areas may be further modified during coordination 
and in consultation with CDFW, and it will be based on existing noise 
and human disturbance levels at the project site. Nests initiated during 
construction are presumed to be unaffected, and no buffer would be 
necessary; however, the “take” (e.g., mortality, severe disturbance to) 
of any individual birds will be prohibited.  

If preconstruction surveys indicate that nests are inactive or potential 
habitat is unoccupied during the construction period, then no further 
mitigation is required. Trees and shrubs within the construction footprint 
that have been determined to be unoccupied by birds covered by the 
MBTA or that are located outside the no-disturbance buffer for active 
nests may be removed. 

Biological 
Resources  

Section 4.3 

1. Include the requirements in bid and 
specification package. 

2. Monitor to ensure the contractor complies 
with the requirements. 

3. Follow mitigation measure requirement. 

1. Contract 
documents 

2-3. Demolition and 
construction 

1. SBCTA  

2. SBCTA 
Construction 
Manager 

3. Construction 
Contractor/Biologist 

1. Record of 
compliance kept on 
file at SBCTA  

2-3. Record of 
compliance kept on 
jobsite 

1-3. SBCTA 

BR-3 Coastal Sage Scrub Protection. During final design, the Project Engineer 
will coordinate with a qualified biologist to delineate all environmentally 
sensitive areas (ESAs) within the project footprint and immediately 
surrounding areas. ESAs are not identified as temporarily or permanently 
impacted in the environmental document. 

Prior to clearing vegetation or construction within or adjacent to ESAs, the 
Contractor will install highly visible barriers (e.g., orange construction 
fencing) adjacent to the project impact area to designate ESAs to be 
preserved in place. No grading or fill activity of any type will be permitted 
within these ESAs. In addition, no construction activities, materials, or 
equipment will be allowed within the ESAs. All construction equipment will 
be operated in a manner to prevent accidental damage to nearby ESAs. 
No structure of any kind, or incidental storage of equipment or supplies, 
will be allowed within the ESAs. Silt fence barriers will be installed at the 
ESA boundaries to prevent accidental deposition of fill material in areas 
where vegetation is adjacent to planned grading activities. A qualified 

Biological 
Resources  

Section 4.3 

1. Include the requirements in bid and 
specification package. 

2. Monitor to ensure the contractor complies 
with the requirements. 

3. Follow mitigation measure requirement. 

1. Final design phase 

2-3. Demolition and 
construction 

1. SBCTA Project 
Engineer/Biologist 

2. SBCTA 
Construction 
Manager 

3. Construction 
Contractor/Biologist 

1. Record of 
compliance kept on 
file at SBCTA  

2-3. Record of 
compliance kept on 
jobsite 

1-3. SBCTA DRAFT
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Table 1. Mitigation Measures, Implementation, Scheduling, and Reporting (Operation Phase) 

EIR/EA 
Mitigation 
Measure 

No. 

Avoidance, Minimization, and/or Mitigation Measures 

Impact 
Category/ 
Section in 

Final EIR/FONSI 

Implementation Tasks 
Schedule of 

Implementation 
Implementation 
Responsibility 

Record of 
Implementation 

Verification 
and Record 

Keeping 

biologist will supervise the placement of ESA fencing. 

BR-4 Delhi Sands Flower-Loving Fly (DSF) Protection. In the event that design 
plans change and would impact undeveloped and/or open space areas, a 
habitat assessment shall be conducted to determine whether the 
impacted area is suitable to support DSF. If the findings of the habitat 
assessment indicate that the area could support DSF, a presence/ 
absence survey for the DSF should be conducted. 

Biological 
Resources  

Section 4.3 

1. Include the requirements in bid and 
specification package. 

2. Monitor to ensure the contractor complies 
with the requirements. 

3. Follow mitigation measure requirement. 

1. Final design phase 

2-3. Demolition and 
construction 

1. SBCTA Project 
Engineer/Biologist 

2. SBCTA 
Construction 
Manager 

3. Construction 
Contractor/Biologist 

1. Record of 
compliance kept on 
file at SBCTA  

2-3. Record of 
compliance kept on 
jobsite 

1-3. SBCTA 

GSS-1 Station platforms and structures at the O&M facility shall be designed to 
withstand ground motion in accordance with City, State, and geotechnical 
industry standards and guidelines. 

Geology, Soils, 
Seismicity 

Section 4.5 

1. Implement as part of final design. 

2. Include in bid and specification package. 

3. Monitor to ensure the contractor complies 
with project plans and geotechnical 
measures. 

4. Implement project plans and geotechnical 
measures. 

1. Final design phase 

2. Contract 
documents 

3-4. Construction 

1. SBCTA Project 
Engineer 

2. SBCTA 

3. SBCTA 
Construction 
Manager 

4. Construction 
Contractor 

1-2. Record of 
compliance kept on 
file at SBCTA  

3-4. Record of 
compliance kept on 
jobsite 

1-4. SBCTA 

WQ-1 All construction of the side-running stations shall be undertaken within the 
existing impervious areas along the proposed corridor, resulting in no 
additional impervious areas. 

Hydrology, 
Water Quality, 
and Floodplains 

Section 4.7 

1. Implement as part of final design. 

2. Include in bid and specification package. 

3. Monitor to ensure the contractor complies 
with project plans. 

4. Implement project plans. 

1. Final design phase 

2. Contract 
documents 

3-4. Construction 

1. SBCTA Project 
Engineer 

2. SBCTA 

3. SBCTA 
Construction 
Manager 

4. Construction 
Contractor 

1-2. Record of 
compliance kept on 
file at SBCTA  

3-4. Record of 
compliance kept on 
jobsite 

1-4. SBCTA 

WQ-2 Additional stormwater runoff from the new impervious area along the 
3.5-mile dedicated lane segment shall be treated at the infiltration basin to 
be constructed as part of the proposed project. 

Hydrology, 
Water Quality, 
and Floodplains 

Section 4.7 

1. Implement as part of final design. 

2. Include in bid and specification package. 

3. Monitor to ensure the contractor complies 
with project plans. 

4. Implement project plans. 

1. Final design phase 

2. Contract 
documents 

3-4. Construction 

1. SBCTA Project 
Engineer 

2. SBCTA 

3. SBCTA 
Construction 
Manager 

4. Construction 
Contractor 

1-2. Record of 
compliance kept on 
file at SBCTA  

3-4. Record of 
compliance kept on 
jobsite 

1-4. SBCTA 

WQ-3 Additional stormwater runoff from the new impervious area created by the 
proposed O&M facility under either Build Alternative shall be treated at the 
on-site infiltration basins to be constructed as part of the proposed project. 
O&M Site 3 does not have on-site stormwater facilities, and will therefore 
be required to contain, retain and treat its storm water subject to current 
National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) regulations. 

Hydrology, 
Water Quality, 
and Floodplains 

Section 4.7 

1. Implement as part of final design. 

2. Include in bid and specification package. 

3. Monitor to ensure the contractor complies 
with project plans. 

4. Implement project plans. 

1. Final design phase 

2. Contract 
documents 

3-4. Construction 

1. SBCTA Project 
Engineer 

2. SBCTA 

3. SBCTA 
Construction 
Manager 

4. Construction 
Contractor 

1-2. Record of 
compliance kept on 
file at SBCTA  

3-4. Record of 
compliance kept on 
jobsite 

1-4. SBCTA DRAFT
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Table 1. Mitigation Measures, Implementation, Scheduling, and Reporting (Operation Phase) 

EIR/EA 
Mitigation 
Measure 

No. 

Avoidance, Minimization, and/or Mitigation Measures 

Impact 
Category/ 
Section in 

Final EIR/FONSI 

Implementation Tasks 
Schedule of 

Implementation 
Implementation 
Responsibility 

Record of 
Implementation 

Verification 
and Record 

Keeping 

FP-1 Implement recommended best management practices (BMPs) as 
identified in the Storm Water Data Report prepared for this project. 

Hydrology, 
Water Quality, 
and Floodplains 

Section 4.7 

1. Implement as part of final design. 

2. Include in bid and specification package. 

3. Monitor to ensure the contractor complies 
with project plans. 

4. Implement project plans. 

1. Final design phase 

2. Contract 
documents 

3-4. Construction 

1. SBCTA Project 
Engineer 

2. SBCTA 

3. SBCTA 
Construction 
Manager 

4. Construction 
Contractor 

1-2. Record of 
compliance kept on 
file at SBCTA  

3-4. Record of 
compliance kept on 
jobsite 

1-4. SBCTA 

FP-2 Develop a contingency plan for unforeseen discovery of underground 
contaminants in the Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP). 

Hydrology, 
Water Quality, 
and Floodplains 

Section 4.7 

1. Include in bid and specification package. 

2. Monitor to ensure the contractor complies 
with contingency plan. 

3. Implement contingency plan, as 
necessary. 

1. Final design phase 

2. Contract 
documents 

3. Demolition and 
construction 

1. SBCTA Project 
Engineer 

2. SBCTA 
Construction 
Manager 

3. Construction 
Contractor 

1. Record of 
compliance kept on 
file at SBCTA  

2-3. Record of 
compliance kept on 
jobsite 

1-4. SBCTA 

FP-3 Provide adequate conveyance capacity at bridge crossings to ensure no 
net increase in velocity. A more detailed hydraulic analysis shall be 
completed to assess existing and post-hydraulic conditions. 

Hydrology, 
Water Quality, 
and Floodplains 

Section 4.7 

1. Implement as part of final design. 

2. Include in bid and specification package. 

3. Monitor to ensure the contractor complies 
with project plans. 

4. Implement project plans. 

1. Final design phase 

2. Contract 
documents 

3-4. Construction 

1. SBCTA Project 
Engineer 

2. SBCTA 

3. SBCTA 
Construction 
Manager 

4. Construction 
Contractor 

1-2. Record of 
compliance kept on 
file at SBCTA  

3-4. Record of 
compliance kept on 
jobsite 

1-4. SBCTA 

NOI-1 To avoid noise impacts from the public address (PA) systems, the noise 
level from the PA system at the station on Foothill Boulevard should not 
exceed 74 A-weighted decibels (dBA) at 10 feet in the direction of the 
residential land uses and the noise level of the PA system at the station 
on Sierra Avenue should not exceed 71 dBA at 10 feet in the direction of 
the residential land use. 

Noise and 
Vibration 

Section 4.9 

1. Implement as part of final design. 

2. Include in bid and specification package. 

3. Monitor to ensure the contractor complies 
with project plans. 

4. Implement project plans. 

1. Final design phase 

2. Contract 
documents 

3-4. After installation 
of pa system 

1. SBCTA Project 
Engineer 

2. SBCTA 

3-4. SBCTA to hire a 
third-party contractor 
to perform 
inspections and tests 

1-2. Record of 
compliance kept on 
file at SBCTA  

3-4. Record of 
compliance kept on 
jobsite 

1-4. SBCTA 

ACQ-1 A Real Estate Acquisition Management Plan (RAMP) shall be developed 
adhering to the requirements pertaining to land acquisition for projects 
funded by FTA as prescribed in Volume 49 Code of Federal Regulations 
(CFR) Part 24, Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Property 
Acquisition Policies Act for Federal and Federally Assisted Programs, and 
the California Relocation Assistance Act, 1970. All real property acquired 
for the project will be appraised to determine fair market value. Just 
compensation, which shall not be less than the approved appraisal, will be 
made to each displaced property owner. Displacees who have met 
eligibility requirements will be provided relocation assistance payments 
and advisory assistance in accordance with the Federal Uniform 
Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisition Policies Act of 1970, 

Acquisitions and 
Displacements  

Section 4.12 

1. Prepare RAMP as part of final design. 

2. Implement RAMP.  

1. Final design phase 

2. Prior to any 
demolition or 
construction 

1. SBCTA  

2. Relocation 
Specialist  

1-2. Record of 
compliance kept on 
file at SBCTA  

1-2. SBCTA DRAFT
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Table 1. Mitigation Measures, Implementation, Scheduling, and Reporting (Operation Phase) 

EIR/EA 
Mitigation 
Measure 

No. 

Avoidance, Minimization, and/or Mitigation Measures 

Impact 
Category/ 
Section in 

Final EIR/FONSI 

Implementation Tasks 
Schedule of 

Implementation 
Implementation 
Responsibility 

Record of 
Implementation 

Verification 
and Record 

Keeping 

as amended. 

The RAMP will address the need to have relocation specialists who have 
prior experience working with people who may have special needs, 
especially the elderly, disabled, and low-income population groups. It will 
also specify that one or more of the relocation specialists be fluent in 
Spanish. Additionally, the plan will address coordinating with the local 
Section 8 Housing Authority on the availability of vouchers and other 
options for displaced low-income households who may face immediate 
financial hardships.  

The RAMP will address in advance of potential relocations of minority-
owned businesses, the need to coordinate with organizations such as the 
Inland Empire Region of the California Hispanic Chamber of Commerce, 
Asian Business Association – Inland Empire, and the Black Chamber of 
Commerce of the Inland Empire, to identify resources that may be of help 
to such businesses. The potential application of property lease-back 
options to allow small businesses to continue to function as long as 
feasible after acquisition will also be explored in the RAMP. 

ACQ-2 Transportation for displaced persons to inspect potential relocation 
housing will be offered at no-cost should they be unable to use their own 
means of transportation. This offer shall be extended to senior citizens, 
disabled people, and any transit-dependent individuals or households. 

Acquisitions and 
Displacements  

Section 4.12 

1. Include the requirements in RAMP. 

2. Implement RAMP. 

1. Final design phase 

2. Prior to any 
demolition or 
construction 

1. SBCTA  

2. Relocation 
Specialist  

1-2. Record of 
compliance kept on 
file at SBCTA  

1-2. SBCTA 

SS-1 All stations and parking facilities shall be equipped with monitoring 
equipment and/or be monitored by SBCTA security personnel on a regular 
basis. 

Safety and 
Security 

Section 4.14 

1. Implement as part of final design. 

2. Include in bid and specification package. 

3. Monitor to ensure the contractor complies 
with project plans. 

4. Implement project plans. 

5. Use monitoring equipment.  

1. Final design phase 

2. Contract 
documents 

3-4. Construction 

5. As part of daily 
operations 

1. SBCTA Project 
Engineer 

2. SBCTA 

3. SBCTA 
Construction 
Manager 

4. Construction 
Contractor 

5. Omnitrans security 
personnel 

1-2. Record of 
compliance kept on 
file at SBCTA  

3-4. Record of 
compliance kept on 
jobsite 

5. Record of 
compliance kept on 
file at SBCTA  

1-5. SBCTA 

SS-2 SBCTA shall implement a security plan that includes in-vehicle and station 
surveillance by SBCTA security or other local jurisdiction security 
personnel. 

Safety and 
Security 

Section 4.14 

1. Implement as part of system operations.  1. Operations 1. Omnitrans 1. Record of 
operations kept on 
file at SBCTA  

1. SBCTA 

SS-3 All stations shall be lit to standards that avoid shadows, and all pedestrian 
pathways leading to/from sidewalks and parking facilities shall be well 
illuminated. 

Safety and 
Security 

Section 4.14 

1. Implement as part of final design. 

2. Include in bid and specification package. 

3. Monitor to ensure the contractor complies 
with lighting plan. 

4. Implement lighting plan. 

1. Final design phase 

2. Contract 
documents 

3-4. Construction 

1. SBCTA Project 
Engineer 

2. SBCTA 

3. SBCTA 
Construction 
Manager 

4. Construction 
Contractor 

1-2. Record of 
compliance kept on 
file at SBCTA  

3-4. Record of 
compliance kept on 
jobsite 

1-4. SBCTA DRAFT
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Table 1. Mitigation Measures, Implementation, Scheduling, and Reporting (Operation Phase) 

EIR/EA 
Mitigation 
Measure 

No. 

Avoidance, Minimization, and/or Mitigation Measures 

Impact 
Category/ 
Section in 

Final EIR/FONSI 

Implementation Tasks 
Schedule of 

Implementation 
Implementation 
Responsibility 

Record of 
Implementation 

Verification 
and Record 

Keeping 

SS-4 SBCTA shall coordinate and consult with Pomona Police Department 
(PD), Montclair PD, Ontario PD, Rancho Cucamonga PD, Fontana PD, 
County of San Bernardino Sheriff’s Department, and County of Los 
Angeles Sheriff’s Department to develop safety and security plans for the 
alignment, parking facilities, and station areas. 

Safety and 
Security 

Section 4.14 

1. Coordinate with police departments 
during final design.  

2. Coordinate with police departments prior 
to start of operations. 

1. Final design phase 

2. Prior to start of 
operations 

1-2. SBCTA  1-2. Record of 
compliance kept on 
file at SBCTA  

1-2. SBCTA 

SS-5 The station design shall not include design elements that obstruct visibility 
or observation, nor provide discrete locations favorable to crime; 
pedestrian access at stations shall be ground-level with clear sight lines. 

Safety and 
Security 

Section 4.14 

1. Implement as part of final design. 

2. Include in bid and specification package. 

3. Monitor to ensure the contractor complies 
with project plans. 

4. Implement project plans. 

1. Final design phase 

2. Contract 
documents 

3-4. After installation 
of pa system 

1. SBCTA Project 
Engineer 

2. SBCTA 

3-4. SBCTA to hire a 
third-party contractor 
to perform 
inspections and tests 

1-2. Record of 
compliance kept on 
file at SBCTA  

3-4. Record of 
compliance kept on 
jobsite 

1-4. SBCTA 

SS-6 For motorist safety, SBCTA shall engage the public with educational 
campaigns to make the public aware of changes in roadway conditions. 

Safety and 
Security 

Section 4.14 

1. SBCTA to implement Educational 
Campaign.  

1. Prior to and after 
construction 

1. SBCTA  1. Record of 
compliance kept on 
file at SBCTA  

1. SBCTA 

SS-7 Before reaching the intersection, private automobile drivers shall be 
warned by presignals of approaching intersections that cross exclusive 
lanes. The exclusive lane shall be painted or striped to separate it visually 
from the general purpose roadway or other additional safety devices (e.g., 
colored textured concrete, pavers, or embedded lights) may be placed to 
help alert motorists to the presence of the center exclusive lane. 

Safety and 
Security 

Section 4.14 

1. Implement as part of final design. 

2. Include in bid and specification package. 

3. Monitor to ensure the contractor complies 
with project plans. 

4. Implement project plans. 

1. Final design phase 

2. Contract 
documents 

3-4. Construction 

1. SBCTA Project 
Engineer 

2. SBCTA 

3. SBCTA 
Construction 
Manager 

4. Construction 
Contractor 

1-2. Record of 
compliance kept on 
file at SBCTA  

3-4. Record of 
compliance kept on 
jobsite 

1-4. SBCTA 

SS-8 Platforms shall be well-lit and include amenities such as canopies, 
seating, and trash receptacles. The platforms will also include some or all 
of the following safety and security equipment: security cameras, light 
fixtures, PA system, and emergency telephones. 

Safety and 
Security 

Section 4.14 

1. Implement as part of final design. 

2. Include in bid and specification package. 

3. Monitor to ensure the contractor complies 
with project plans. 

4. Implement project plans. 

1. Final design phase 

2. Contract 
documents 

3-4. Construction 

1. SBCTA Project 
Engineer 

2. SBCTA 

3. SBCTA 
Construction 
Manager 

4. Construction 
Contractor 

1-2. Record of 
compliance kept on 
file at SBCTA  

3-4. Record of 
compliance kept on 
jobsite 

1-4. SBCTA 

 DRAFT
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Table 2. Mitigation Measures, Implementation, Scheduling, and Reporting (Construction Phase) 

EIR/EA 
Mitigation 
Measure 

No. 

Avoidance, Minimization, and/or Mitigation Measures 

Impact 
Category/ 
Section in 

Final EIR/FONSI 

Implementation Tasks 
Schedule of 

Implementation 
Implementation 
Responsibility 

Record of 
Implementation 

Verification 
and Record 

Keeping 

CI-AQ-1 Apply water or dust palliative to the site and equipment as frequently as 
necessary to control fugitive dust emissions. Fugitive emissions generally 
must meet a “no visible dust” criterion either at the point of emission or at 
the right-of-way (ROW) line as required by the South Coast Air Quality 
Management District (SCAQMD). 

Air Quality  

Sections 5.2.2 
and 5.3.2 

1. Include the requirements in bid and 
specification package. 

2. Monitor to ensure the contractor complies 
with the requirements. 

3. Follow mitigation measure requirement. 

1. Contract 
documents 

2-3. Demolition and 
construction 

1. SBCTA  

2. SBCTA 
Construction 
Manager 

3. Construction 
Contractor 

1. Record of 
compliance kept on 
file at SBCTA  

2-3. Record of 
compliance kept on 
jobsite 

1-3. SBCTA 

CI-AQ-2 Spread soil binder on any unpaved roads used for construction purposes 
and all project construction parking areas. 

Air Quality  

Sections 5.2.2 
and 5.3.2 

1. Include the requirements in bid and 
specification package. 

2. Monitor to ensure the contractor complies 
with the requirements. 

3. Follow mitigation measure requirement. 

1. Contract 
documents 

2-3. Demolition and 
construction 

1. SBCTA  

2. SBCTA 
Construction 
Manager 

3. Construction 
Contractor 

1. Record of 
compliance kept on 
file at SBCTA  

2-3. Record of 
compliance kept on 
jobsite 

1-3. SBCTA 

CI-AQ-3 Properly tune and maintain construction equipment and vehicles. Use 
low-sulfur fuel in all construction equipment as provided in California 
Code of Regulations (CCR) Title 17, Section 93114. 

Air Quality  

Sections 5.2.2 
and 5.3.2 

1. Include the requirements in bid and 
specification package. 

2. Monitor to ensure the contractor complies 
with the requirements. 

3. Follow mitigation measure requirement. 

1. Contract 
documents 

2-3. Demolition and 
construction 

1. SBCTA  

2. SBCTA 
Construction 
Manager 

3. Construction 
Contractor 

1. Record of 
compliance kept on 
file at SBCTA  

2-3. Record of 
compliance kept on 
jobsite 

1-3. SBCTA 

CI-AQ-4 Develop a dust control plan documenting sprinkling, temporary paving, 
speed limits, and expedited revegetation as needed to minimize 
construction impacts to existing communities. 

Air Quality  

Sections 5.2.2 
and 5.3.2 

1. Develop Dust Control Plan. 

2. Include Dust Control Plan requirements 
in bid and specification package. 

3. Monitor to ensure the contractor complies 
with the requirements included in the Dust 
Control Plan. 

4. Implement Dust Control Plan.  

1. Final design phase 

2. Contract 
documents 

3-4. Demolition and 
construction 

1. SBCTA Project 
Engineer 

2. SBCTA 

3. SBCTA 
Construction 
Manager 

4. Construction 
Contractor 

1-2. Record of 
compliance kept on 
file at SBCTA  

3-4. Record of 
compliance kept on 
jobsite 

1-4. SBCTA 

CI-AQ-5 Locate equipment and material storage sites at least 500 feet from the 
sensitive receptors. Keep construction areas clean and orderly. 

Air Quality  

Sections 5.2.2 
and 5.3.2 

1. Include the requirements in bid and 
specification package. 

2. Monitor to ensure the contractor complies 
with the requirements. 

3. Follow mitigation measure requirement. 

1. Contract 
documents 

2-3. Demolition and 
construction 

1. SBCTA  

2. SBCTA 
Construction 
Manager 

3. Construction 
Contractor 

1. Record of 
compliance kept on 
file at SBCTA  

2-3. Record of 
compliance kept on 
jobsite 

1-3. SBCTA 

CI-AQ-6 Extended idling, material storage, and equipment maintenance should be 
prohibited within 500 feet of sensitive air receptors, to the extent feasible. 

Air Quality  

Sections 5.2.2 
and 5.3.2 

1. Include the requirements in bid and 
specification package. 

2. Monitor to ensure the contractor complies 
with the requirements. 

3. Follow mitigation measure requirement. 

1. Contract 
documents 

2-3. Demolition and 
construction 

1. SBCTA  

2. SBCTA 
Construction 
Manager 

3. Construction 
Contractor 

1. Record of 
compliance kept on 
file at SBCTA  

2-3. Record of 
compliance kept on 
jobsite 

1-3. SBCTA 

CI-AQ-7 The project shall not allow track-out to extend 25 feet or more from the 
point of origin from an active operation. Use track-out reduction measures 

Air Quality  

Sections 5.2.2 

1. Include the requirements in bid and 
specification package. 

1. Contract 
documents 

1. SBCTA  

2. SBCTA 

1. Record of 
compliance kept on 

1-3. SBCTA 

DRAFT
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Table 2. Mitigation Measures, Implementation, Scheduling, and Reporting (Construction Phase) 

EIR/EA 
Mitigation 
Measure 

No. 

Avoidance, Minimization, and/or Mitigation Measures 

Impact 
Category/ 
Section in 

Final EIR/FONSI 

Implementation Tasks 
Schedule of 

Implementation 
Implementation 
Responsibility 

Record of 
Implementation 

Verification 
and Record 

Keeping 

such as gravel pads at project access points to minimize dust and mud 
deposits on roads affected by construction traffic. Notwithstanding the 
preceding, all track-out from an active operation shall be removed after 
each workday or evening shift. 

and 5.3.2 2. Monitor to ensure the contractor complies 
with the requirements. 

3. Follow mitigation measure requirement. 

2-3. Demolition and 
construction 

Construction 
Manager 

3. Construction 
Contractor 

file at SBCTA  

2-3. Record of 
compliance kept on 
jobsite 

CI-AQ-8 Cover all transported loads of soils and wet materials prior to transport, or 
provide adequate freeboard (space from the top of the material to the top 
of the truck) to minimize emission of dust (particulate matter [PM]) during 
transportation. 

Air Quality  

Sections 5.2.2 
and 5.3.2 

1. Include the requirements in bid and 
specification package. 

2. Monitor to ensure the contractor complies 
with the requirements. 

3. Follow mitigation measure requirement. 

1. Contract 
documents 

2-3. Demolition and 
construction 

1. SBCTA  

2. SBCTA 
Construction 
Manager 

3. Construction 
Contractor 

1. Record of 
compliance kept on 
file at SBCTA  

2-3. Record of 
compliance kept on 
jobsite 

1-3. SBCTA 

CI-AQ-9 Promptly and regularly remove dust and mud that are deposited on 
paved, public roads due to construction activity and traffic to decrease 
PM. 

Air Quality  

Sections 5.2.2 
and 5.3.2 

1. Include the requirements in bid and 
specification package. 

2. Monitor to ensure the contractor complies 
with the requirements. 

3. Follow mitigation measure requirement. 

1. Contract 
documents 

2-3. Demolition and 
construction 

1. SBCTA  

2. SBCTA 
Construction 
Manager 

3. Construction 
Contractor 

1. Record of 
compliance kept on 
file at SBCTA  

2-3. Record of 
compliance kept on 
jobsite 

1-3. SBCTA 

CI-AQ-10 Route and schedule construction traffic to avoid peak travel times as 
much as possible to reduce congestion and related air quality impacts 
caused by idling vehicles along local roads. 

Air Quality  

Sections 5.2.2 
and 5.3.2 

1. Include the requirements in bid and 
specification package. 

2. Monitor to ensure the contractor complies 
with the requirements. 

3. Follow mitigation measure requirement. 

1. Contract 
documents 

2-3. Demolition and 
construction 

1. SBCTA  

2. SBCTA 
Construction 
Manager 

3. Construction 
Contractor 

1. Record of 
compliance kept on 
file at SBCTA  

2-3. Record of 
compliance kept on 
jobsite 

1-3. SBCTA 

CI-AQ-11 Rule 401 – Visible Emissions: Contractors shall not discharge into the 
atmosphere from any single source of emission whatsoever any air 
contaminants for a period or periods aggregating more than 3 minutes in 
any 1 hour that are as dark or darker in shade as that designated as No. 
1 on the Ringelmann Chart or of such opacity as to obscure an observer’s 
view to a degree equal to or greater than smoke. 

Air Quality  

Sections 5.2.2 
and 5.3.2 

1. Include the requirements in bid and 
specification package. 

2. Monitor to ensure the contractor complies 
with the requirements. 

3. Follow mitigation measure requirement. 

1. Contract 
documents 

2-3. Demolition and 
construction 

1. SBCTA  

2. SBCTA 
Construction 
Manager 

3. Construction 
Contractor 

1. Record of 
compliance kept on 
file at SBCTA  

2-3. Record of 
compliance kept on 
jobsite 

1-3. SBCTA 

CI-AQ-12 Contractors shall not discharge from any source whatsoever such 
quantities of air contaminants or other material that cause injury, 
detriment, nuisance, or annoyance to any considerable number of 
persons or to the public; or that endangers the comfort, repose, health, or 
safety of any such persons or the public; or that cause or have a natural 
tendency to cause injury or damage to business or property. 

Air Quality  

Sections 5.2.2 
and 5.3.2 

1. Include the requirements in bid and 
specification package. 

2. Monitor to ensure the contractor complies 
with the requirements. 

3. Follow mitigation measure requirement. 

1. Contract 
documents 

2-3. Demolition and 
construction 

1. SBCTA  

2. SBCTA 
Construction 
Manager 

3. Construction 
Contractor 

1. Record of 
compliance kept on 
file at SBCTA  

2-3. Record of 
compliance kept on 
jobsite 

1-3. SBCTA 

CI-AQ-13 Contractors shall control fugitive dust in accordance with Rule 403 using 
the best available control measures to reduce dust so it does not remain 
visible in the atmosphere beyond the property line of the project. The dust 
control plan shall describe all applicable dust control measures to be 
implemented at the project; and shall describe types of dust suppressant, 
surface treatments and other measures to be utilized at the construction 
sites to comply with the Rule. The relevant specifics of Rule 403 are as 

Air Quality  

Sections 5.2.2 
and 5.3.2 

1. Include the requirements in bid and 
specification package. 

2. Monitor to ensure the contractor complies 
with the requirements. 

3. Follow mitigation measure requirement. 

1. Contract 
documents 

2-3. Demolition and 
construction 

1. SBCTA  

2. SBCTA 
Construction 
Manager 

3. Construction 
Contractor 

1. Record of 
compliance kept on 
file at SBCTA  

2-3. Record of 
compliance kept on 
jobsite 

1-3. SBCTA DRAFT
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Table 2. Mitigation Measures, Implementation, Scheduling, and Reporting (Construction Phase) 

EIR/EA 
Mitigation 
Measure 

No. 

Avoidance, Minimization, and/or Mitigation Measures 

Impact 
Category/ 
Section in 

Final EIR/FONSI 

Implementation Tasks 
Schedule of 

Implementation 
Implementation 
Responsibility 

Record of 
Implementation 

Verification 
and Record 

Keeping 

follows: 

• No person shall cause or allow the emissions of fugitive dust from any 
active operation, open storage pile, or disturbed surface area such that 
the dust remains visible in the atmosphere beyond the property line of 
the emission source; or the dust emission exceeds 20 percent opacity, 
if the dust emission is the result of movement of a motorized vehicle. 

• No person shall conduct active operations without utilizing the 
applicable best available control measures included in Table 1 of Rule 
403 to minimize fugitive dust emissions from each fugitive dust source 
type within the active operation. 

• No person shall cause or allow particulate matter less than 10 microns 
in diameter (PM10) levels to exceed 50 micrograms per cubic meter 
(µg/m3) when determined, by simultaneous sampling, as the difference 
between upwind and downwind samples collected on high-volume 
particulate matter samplers or other United States Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA)-approved equivalent methods for PM10 
monitoring. 

• No person shall conduct an active operation with a disturbed surface 
area of 5 or more acres or with a daily import or export of 100 cubic 
yards or more of bulk material without utilizing approved control 
measure/measures at each vehicle egress from the site to a paved 
public road.  

CI-AQ-14 To the extent possible and applicable, construction activities that will 
involve excavation will be scheduled when school is off session. 
Contractors shall not cause or allow PM10 levels to exceed 50 µg/m3 when 
determined, by simultaneous sampling, as the difference between upwind 
and downwind samples collected on high-volume samplers reasonably 
placed upwind and downwind of key activity areas and as close to the 
property line as feasible, such that other sources of fugitive dust between 
the sampler and the property line are minimized. 

Air Quality  

Sections 5.2.2 
and 5.3.2 

1. Include the requirements in bid and 
specification package. 

2. Monitor to ensure the contractor complies 
with the requirements. 

3. Follow mitigation measure requirement. 

1. Contract 
documents 

2-3. Demolition and 
construction 

1. SBCTA  

2. SBCTA 
Construction 
Manager 

3. Construction 
Contractor 

1. Record of 
compliance kept on 
file at SBCTA  

2-3. Record of 
compliance kept on 
jobsite 

1-3. SBCTA 

CI-AQ-15 A temporary construction sign shall be installed at the construction site 
displaying contact information of the Resident Engineer. who will be the 
point of contact to address dust, noise, and construction-related impacts. 

Air Quality  

Sections 5.2.2 
and 5.3.2 

1. Include the requirements in bid and 
specification package. 

2. Monitor to ensure the contractor installs 
the sign. 

3. install construction sign mitigation 
measure requirement. 

1. Contract 
documents 

2-3. Demolition and 
construction 

1. SBCTA  

2. SBCTA 
Construction 
Manager 

3. Construction 
Contractor 

1. Record of 
compliance kept on 
file at SBCTA  

2-3. Record of 
compliance kept on 
jobsite 

1-3. SBCTA 

CI-AQ-16 To the extent possible, any applicable heavy construction (e.g., structure 
demolition excavation) that could affect air quality near any school along 
the route will be scheduled during off-school hours. 

Air Quality  

Sections 5.2.2 
and 5.3.2 

1. Include the requirements in bid and 
specification package. 

2. Monitor to ensure the contractor complies 
with the requirements. 

3. Follow mitigation measure requirement. 

1. Contract 
documents 

2-3. Demolition and 
construction 

1. SBCTA  

2. SBCTA 
Construction 
Manager 

3. Construction 
Contractor 

1. Record of 
compliance kept on 
file at SBCTA  

2-3. Record of 
compliance kept on 
jobsite 

1-3. SBCTA 

CI-BR-1 During final design, the Project Engineer will coordinate with a qualified Biological 1. Include in project plans. 1. Final design phase 1. SBCTA Project 1-2. Record of 1-4. SBCTA 

DRAFT
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Table 2. Mitigation Measures, Implementation, Scheduling, and Reporting (Construction Phase) 

EIR/EA 
Mitigation 
Measure 

No. 

Avoidance, Minimization, and/or Mitigation Measures 

Impact 
Category/ 
Section in 

Final EIR/FONSI 

Implementation Tasks 
Schedule of 

Implementation 
Implementation 
Responsibility 

Record of 
Implementation 

Verification 
and Record 

Keeping 

biologist to delineate all ESAs within the project footprint and immediately 
surrounding areas. 

Resources  

Sections 5.2.3 
and 5.3.3 

2. Include the requirements in bid and 
specification package. 

3. Monitor to ensure the ESA flags/fences 
as in place. 

4. Avoid any activity near ESA. 

2. Contract 
documents 

3-4. Prior to ground-
disturbance/demolition 
& during demolition 
and construction 

Engineer/Biologist 

2. SBCTA  

3. SBCTA 
Construction 
Manager 

4. Construction 
Contractor/Biologist 

compliance kept on 
file at SBCTA  

3-4. Record of 
compliance kept on 
jobsite 

CI-BR-2 Prior to clearing vegetation or construction within or adjacent to ESAs, the 
Contractor will install highly visible barriers (e.g., orange construction 
fencing) adjacent to the project footprint to designate ESAs to be 
preserved in place. No grading or fill activity of any type will be permitted 
within these ESAs. In addition, no construction activities, materials, or 
equipment will be allowed within the ESAs. All construction equipment will 
be operated in a manner to prevent accidental damage to nearby ESAs. 
No structure of any kind, or incidental storage of equipment or supplies, 
will be allowed within the ESAs. Silt fence barriers will be installed at the 
ESA boundaries to prevent accidental deposition of fill material in areas 
where vegetation is adjacent to planned grading activities. A qualified 
biologist will supervise the placement of ESA fencing.  

Biological 
Resources  

Sections 5.2.3 
and 5.3.3 

1. Include the requirements in bid and 
specification package. 

2. Monitor to ensure the contractor complies 
with the requirements. 

3. Follow mitigation measure requirement. 

1. Contract 
documents 

2. Demolition and 
construction 

3. Prior to ground-
disturbance/demolition 
& during demolition 
and construction 

1. SBCTA  

2. SBCTA 
Construction 
Manager 

3. Construction 
Contractor 

1. Record of 
compliance kept on 
file at SBCTA  

2-3. Record of 
compliance kept on 
jobsite 

1-3. SBCTA 

CI-BR-3 Prior to the completion of construction, the Contractor will hydroseed 
temporarily impacted vegetation communities with appropriate native 
plant species. Plant species used in the seeding shall be determined in 
coordination with a qualified biologist. This mitigation measure is not 
applicable for the construction areas at West Valley Vehicle Maintenance 
Facility where the O&M facility would be constructed and at the Pomona 
Transit Center Station where the on-route chargers would be installed. 

Biological 
Resources  

Sections 5.2.3 
and 5.3.3 

1. Coordinate with Biologist in order to 
include planting list with native plants in 
landscape /streetscape plans. 

2. Include the requirements in bid and 
specification package. 

3. Monitor to ensure the contractor complies 
with the requirements for hydroseeding per 
landscape /streetscape plans. 

4. Implement requirements for 
hydroseeding per landscape /streetscape 
plans. 

1. Final design phase 

2. Contract 
documents 

3-4. Prior to 
completion of 
construction 

1. SBCTA Project 
Engineer / Biologist 

2. SBCTA  

3. SBCTA 
Construction 
Manager 

4. Construction 
Contractor 

1-2. Record of 
compliance kept on 
file at SBCTA  

3-4. Record of 
compliance kept on 
jobsite 

1-4. SBCTA 

CI-BR-4 Avoid disturbance of any nests protected by the MBTA. Alternatively, tree 
and shrub removal activities can be scheduled to occur during the non-
breeding season (September 1 through January 31). 

Biological 
Resources  

Sections 5.2.3 
and 5.3.3 

1. Include the requirements in bid and 
specification package. 

2. Monitor to ensure the contractor complies 
with the requirements. 

3. Follow mitigation measure requirement. 

1. Contract 
documents 

2-3. Demolition and 
construction 

1. SBCTA  

2. SBCTA 
Construction 
Manager 

3. Construction 
Contractor 

1. Record of 
compliance kept on 
file at SBCTA  

2-3. Record of 
compliance kept on 
jobsite 

1-3. SBCTA 

CI-BR-5  Avoid disturbance of any nests protected by the MBTA. If tree and shrub 
removal activities are scheduled to occur during the breeding season 
(February 1 through August 31), then SBCTA will implement the following 
measures to avoid potential adverse effects on birds covered by the 
MBTA: 

• No more than 1 week prior to construction, a qualified wildlife biologist 
will conduct a preconstruction survey of all potential nesting habitat 

Biological 
Resources  

Sections 5.2.3 
and 5.3.3 

1. SBCTA shall hire a Biologist. 

2. Biologist shall conduct surveys and 
provide SBCTA with report documenting 
survey. If nesting birds or potential 
habitat is found on the survey, the report 
prepared by the biologist will include this 
information. 

1. Prior to start of 
demolition and 
construction 

2. No more than 1 
week prior to 
construction  

1. SBCTA  

2. Biologist  

3. SBCTA 
Construction 
Manager and 
Biologist  

1. Record of 
compliance kept 
on file at SBCTA  

2. Nesting bird 
survey report 
provided by 
Biologist kept on 

1-3. SBCTA DRAFT
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Table 2. Mitigation Measures, Implementation, Scheduling, and Reporting (Construction Phase) 

EIR/EA 
Mitigation 
Measure 

No. 

Avoidance, Minimization, and/or Mitigation Measures 

Impact 
Category/ 
Section in 

Final EIR/FONSI 

Implementation Tasks 
Schedule of 

Implementation 
Implementation 
Responsibility 

Record of 
Implementation 

Verification 
and Record 

Keeping 

within 500 feet of construction activities where access is available. 

• If active nests are found during preconstruction surveys, then the 
project proponent will create a no-disturbance buffer [acceptable in size 
to CDFW] around active raptor nests and nests of other special-status 
birds during the breeding season, or until it is determined that all young 
have fledged. Typical buffers include 500 feet for raptors and 250 feet 
for other nesting birds. The size of these buffer zones and types of 
construction activities restricted in these areas may be further modified 
during coordination and in consultation with CDFW, and it will be based 
on existing noise and human disturbance levels at the project site. 
Nests initiated during construction are presumed to be unaffected, and 
no buffer would be necessary; however, the “take” (e.g., mortality, 
severe disturbance to) of any individual birds will be prohibited.  

If preconstruction surveys indicate that nests are inactive or potential 
habitat is unoccupied during the construction period, then no further 
mitigation is required. 

3. SBCTA to coordinate with Biologist in 
order to create no-disturbance buffers 
around nests or nesting habitat in 
compliance with mitigation measure, if 
nests or potential nesting habitat is 
found. No disturbance buffers shall be 
set between 250-500 feet unless 
modified by consultation with CDFW. 

3. During demolition 
and construction if 
active nests are 
present 

file at SBCTA. 

3. Active nest 
monitoring report 
kept on file at 
SBCTA 

CI-CR-1 Archaeological and Native American monitoring shall be limited to any 
project-related, ground-disturbing construction activities (e.g., grading, 
excavation, drilling) that may affect previously undisturbed sediments 
anticipated within the Holt Boulevard Corridor to be between 3 feet and 
5 feet below the existing ground surface where electrical and 
communication utilities have been placed, and up to 20 feet below ground 
surface in areas in which the sewer main is located. Project activities 
involving utility relocation and establishment of storm drain laterals along 
Holt Boulevard may involve previously undisturbed sentiments as would 
construction activities associated with the proposed O&M facility in 
Ontario. Archaeological monitoring, when applicable, shall be conducted 
by a qualified archaeologist meeting the Secretary of the Interior’s 
Professional Qualification Standards for Archaeology. Tribal monitor(s) 
shall be retained and compensated and are required to be approved by 
the consulting Tribal Government(s) and are listed under the Native 
American Heritage Commission's (NAHC) Tribal Contact list for the area 
of the project location. That list of individuals, however, would need to be 
provided to SBCTA for review and final selection. A Cultural Resources 
Monitoring and Mitigation Plan (CRMMP) shall be finalized prior to the 
start of ground-disturbing activities outlining the roles and responsibilities 
of the monitors, describing the protocols and procedures for monitoring, 
identifying locations or construction activities requiring monitoring, and 
defining the procedures for the recordation and treatment of new finds. 
No information regarding the discovery of human remains shall be 
publicized.  

Cultural and 
Paleontological 
Resources  

Sections 5.2.4 
and 5.3.4 

1. SBCTA shall hire both an Archaeologist 
and Native American Monitor. 

2. Archaeologist and Native American 
Monitor shall coordinate with SBCTA 
Construction Manager in order to identify 
areas that require monitoring. 

3. A CRMMP shall be developed in 
accordance with this mitigation measure. 

4. Archaeologist and Native American 
Monitor shall monitor during ground-
disturbance activities to implement the 
CRMMP. 

1-3. Prior to start of 
demolition and 
construction  

4. During ground-
disturbance activities 
in previously 
undisturbed 
sediments 

1. SBCTA 

2-3. Archaeologist, 
Native American 
Monitor, and SBCTA 
Construction 
Manager 

4. Archaeologist and 
Native American 
Monitor 

1-3. Record of 
compliance kept on 
file at SBCTA  

4. Monitoring Report 
provided by 
Archaeologist and 
Native American 
Monitor kept on file 
at SBCTA. 

1-4. SBCTA 

CI-CR-2 If previously unidentified cultural materials are unearthed during 
construction, work shall be halted within 100 feet of the find and the area 
clearly delineated as a restricted area by flagging and/or fencing, until the 
resource can be fully documented and evaluated by a qualified 
archaeologist meeting the Secretary of Interior’s Professional 
Qualification Standards. All discoveries shall be treated as significant until 

Cultural and 
Paleontological 
Resources  

Sections 5.2.4 
and 5.3.4 

1. Include the requirements in bid and 
specification package. 

2. SBCTA to hire Archaeologist to evaluate 
any uncovered cultural materials, as 
needed. 

1. Contract 
Documents 

2-4. During ground-
disturbance activities 
if cultural materials 

1-2. SBCTA 

3. SBCTA 
Construction 
Manager 

4. Archaeologist  

1-2. Record of 
compliance kept on 
file at SBCTA  

3-4. Evaluation 
Report provided by 

1-4. SBCTA 

DRAFT
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Table 2. Mitigation Measures, Implementation, Scheduling, and Reporting (Construction Phase) 

EIR/EA 
Mitigation 
Measure 

No. 

Avoidance, Minimization, and/or Mitigation Measures 

Impact 
Category/ 
Section in 

Final EIR/FONSI 

Implementation Tasks 
Schedule of 

Implementation 
Implementation 
Responsibility 

Record of 
Implementation 

Verification 
and Record 

Keeping 

a formal evaluation can be made. If the cultural materials are determined 
to be Native American in origin, additional consultation with the 
appropriate Tribe(s) will be conducted, and whose representative(s) will 
be permitted to perform a site visit when the archaeologist makes their 
assessment on the resource, so as to provide Tribal input.  

If it is determined by SBCTA’s qualified archaeologist that an 
inadvertently discovered archaeological resource constitutes a historical 
resource or a unique archaeological resource as defined by CEQA, an 
appropriate time allotment and sufficient funding to allow for 
implementation of avoidance measures or other appropriate mitigation 
shall be available. Avoidance and preservation in place is the preferred 
manner of mitigation. As identified in CEQA Section 21083.2(b), 
preservation in place may be accomplished by, but is not limited to, 
avoidance, incorporating the resource into open space, capping, or 
deeding the site into a permanent conservation easement. SBCTA, the 
lead agency under CEQA, shall determine if avoidance and preservation 
in place is feasible. If it is determined that data recovery through 
excavation is the only feasible mitigation available, then a Cultural 
Resources Treatment Plan that provides for the adequate recovery of the 
scientifically consequential information contained in the archaeological 
resource will be prepared by a qualified archaeologist in consultation with 
the appropriate Tribal representatives. The qualified archaeologist(s) will 
consult with appropriate Native American Tribal representatives in 
determining treatment for prehistoric or Native American resources to 
ensure cultural values ascribed to the resource, beyond that which is 
scientifically important, are considered. 

3. Stop work where cultural resources are 
found and monitor that Archaeologist 
complies with the requirements. 

4. Archaeologist to evaluate cultural 
materials.  

are found  Archaeologist kept 
on file at SBCTA. 

CI-CR-3 If human remains are encountered during ground-disturbing activities, 
work shall be halted within 100 feet of the find, and the area clearly 
delineated as a restricted area by flagging and/or fencing, or other 
suitable approaches, and protected by posting a monitor or construction 
worker to ensure no additional disturbance occurs. If the human remains 
cannot be fully assessed, documented, and housed on the same day, the 
area will be secured by posting a guard onsite outside of working hours or 
by covering the discovery area with muslin cloth and heavy metal plates 
(if the human remains are found below grade) or with other impervious 
material, or by making other provisions commonly accepted by 
professional archaeologists to prevent damage or vandalism to the 
remains.  

The San Bernardino or Los Angeles County Coroner shall be contacted 
within 24 hours of discovery of human remains in compliance with CEQA 
Guidelines Section 15064.5(e), California Health and Safety Code 
Section 7050.5(b), and PRC 5097.98. Work will continue to be diverted 
while the County Coroner determines whether the remains are Native 
American. If the remains are determined to be Native American, the 
County Coroner will contact the NAHC, which will designate a Most Likely 
Descendant (MLD) to offer guidance on the appropriate and respectful 
treatment and disposition of the remains per California PRC 5097.98. 

Cultural and 
Paleontological 
Resources  

Sections 5.2.4 
and 5.3.4 

1. Include the requirements in bid and 
specification package. 

2. Stop work where human remains are 
found and report to County Coroner.  

3. County Coroner to contact NAHC to 
determine MLD. 

4. MLD to recommend treatment of 
remains. 

1. Contract 
documents 

2-4. During ground-
disturbance activities 
if human remains are 
found 

1. SBCTA 

2. SBCTA 
Construction 
Manager 

3. County Coroner 

4. MLD 

1. Record of 
compliance kept on 
file at SBCTA  

2-4. Record of 
compliance kept on 
file at SBCTA  

1-4. SBCTA 

DRAFT
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Table 2. Mitigation Measures, Implementation, Scheduling, and Reporting (Construction Phase) 

EIR/EA 
Mitigation 
Measure 

No. 

Avoidance, Minimization, and/or Mitigation Measures 

Impact 
Category/ 
Section in 

Final EIR/FONSI 

Implementation Tasks 
Schedule of 

Implementation 
Implementation 
Responsibility 

Record of 
Implementation 

Verification 
and Record 

Keeping 

Human remains and any associated artifacts will be left in place and not 
disturbed. No skeletal remains or materials associated with the remains 
will be collected or removed until appropriate consultation with the MLD 
has taken place and a plan of action has been developed.  

If an MLD cannot be identified, or the MLD fails to make a 
recommendation regarding the treatment of the remains within 48 hours 
after being granted access to the project area to examine the remains, 
SBCTA, in coordination with FTA, shall rebury the Native American 
human remains and associated grave goods with appropriate dignity on 
the property in a location not subject to further subsurface disturbance. 
After the appropriate actions are taken, as outlined above, the excavation 
work associated with project construction, may resume. 

CI-CR-4 SBCTA will include an environmentally sensitive buffer in the plans and 
specifications to alert contractors to avoid character-defining features of 
each built environment historic property. Should any proposed project 
activities change in a manner that would be expected to cause an impact 
to character-defining features of the resource, SBCTA will be responsible 
for consulting with FTA and the State Historic Preservation Officer 
(SHPO) to develop and apply appropriate treatment measures under the 
Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic 
Properties, as determined by a qualified Architectural Historian (as 
defined at 36 CFR 61). No project construction work will occur within 
50 feet of any of the character-defining features of the specific historic 
property in question until agreement has been reached among consulting 
parties under Section 106. 

Cultural and 
Paleontological 
Resources  

Sections 5.2.4 
and 5.3.4 

1. Implement as part of final design. 

2. Include in bid and specification package. 

3. Monitor to ensure the contractor complies 
with project plans. 

4. Implement project plans. 

5. Consult with FTA and SHPO and develop 
treatment measures. 

1. Final design phase 

2. Contract 
documents 

3-4. Demolition and 
construction 

6. Alteration of historic 
property 

1. SBCTA Project 
Architect 

2. SBCTA 

3. SBCTA 
Construction 
Manager 

4. Construction 
Contractor 

5. SBCTA 

1-2. Record of 
compliance kept on 
file at SBCTA  

3-4. Record of 
compliance kept on 
jobsite 

5. Consultation 
letters with FTA and 
SHPO kept on file at 
SBCTA  

1-5. SBCTA 

CI-CR-5 Alterations to each of the historic properties will adhere to the Secretary 
of the Interior’s Standards (SOIS) for the Treatment of Historic Properties 
(36 CFR 68). The Standards provide guidance for making alterations to 
historic resources, including related landscape features and the building’s 
site and environment. The historic character of each property shall be 
retained and preserved. The removal of historic materials or alteration of 
features and spaces that characterize a historic property will be avoided. 
The new work will protect the historic integrity of each historic property 
and its environment.  

BMPs will be incorporated to minimize short-term, temporary noise and 
vibration impacts to each of the following historic properties, with the 
exception of the National Old Trails Road/Route 66 (see Mitigation 
Measure CI-NC-2). These include provisions for vibration monitoring by 
the contractor and having a plan in place before construction begins for 
the use of alternative equipment and techniques when established 
thresholds may be exceeded. In addition to the common measures stated 
above that will applied to the historic properties, additional property-
specific measures to minimize harm to these properties are specified 
below. 

Southern Pacific Railroad Depot (100 W. Commercial Street, Pomona) 

The existing sidewalks at the railroad station property will be connected to 

Cultural and 
Paleontological 
Resources  

Sections 5.2.4 
and 5.3.4 

SBCTA to hire Certified Arborist to propose 
protective measures for historic date palms 
at the Jacob Lerch House (541 E. Holt 
Boulevard). 

1. Implement as part of final design. 

2. Include in bid and specification package. 

3. Monitor to ensure the contractor complies 
with project plans. 

4. Implement project plans. 

1. Final design phase 

2. Contract 
documents 

3. Demolition and 
construction 

1. SBCTA Project 
Architect 

2. SBCTA 

3. SBCTA 
Construction 
Manager 

4. Construction 
Contractor 

1-2. Record of 
compliance kept on 
file at SBCTA  

3-4. Record of 
compliance kept on 
jobsite 

1-4. SBCTA 

DRAFT
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EIR/EA 
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Impact 
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Section in 

Final EIR/FONSI 

Implementation Tasks 
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Implementation 
Implementation 
Responsibility 

Record of 
Implementation 

Verification 
and Record 

Keeping 

the new sidewalk area so as to match pre-project conditions. Any 
disturbed turf grass and landscaping not used by the project will be 
replaced to match pre-project conditions in consultation with the property 
owner, the City of Pomona, during and at the completion of construction.  

National Old Trails Road/Historic Route 66 (Rancho Cucamonga; 
Fontana) 

The affected area of the historic linear property consists of small 
pavement areas needed to construct bus pads. The removal of historic 
materials or alteration of features and spaces that characterize a property 
will be avoided. The new work will protect the historic integrity of the 
property and its environment.  

Vince’s Spaghetti (1206 W. Holt Boulevard, Ontario) 

A historic neon sign near the edge of the easternmost driveway will be 
retained. The driveways will be reconstructed to pre-project conditions in 
consultation with the property owner during and at the completion of 
construction. The new work will protect the historic integrity of the 
property and its environment. Temporarily disturbed surface areas will be 
returned to pre-project conditions once construction is completed; 
therefore, the visual changes associated with the project are considered 
minor, and the project will not substantially alter or destroy any primary 
views of the historic property. 

A.C. Moorhead House (961 W. Holt Boulevard, Ontario) 

The affected area of the historic property consists of the two driveway 
areas, the front lawn, and landscaping. The two driveways will be 
reconstructed, and turf grass and landscaping will be replaced. Original 
landscaping on the property will be retained. The new work will protect the 
historic integrity of the property and its environment.  

The Grinder Haven (724 W. Holt Boulevard, Ontario) 

A historic neon sign near the edge of the property, between the two 
driveways, will be retained and protected from and placed in a secured 
location until it can be reinstalled. The new work will protect the integrity 
of the property and its environment and will be carried out under the 
supervision of a person meeting at a minimum the Secretary of the 
Interior's professional qualifications for Historic Architecture found at 36 
CFR Part 61. Project features will not damage or destroy character-
defining materials or features associated with the historic property, or 
substantially alter or destroy any primary views of the historic property. 
Access to The Grinder Haven will be maintained at all times during project 
construction. No impacts to parking spaces within the lot are anticipated. 
The historic neon sign would be relocated as a result of the driveway 
improvements but would be re-established on the same parcel and with 
the same street orientation as present. 

Jacob Lerch House (541 E. Holt Boulevard, Ontario) 

The affected area of the historic property consists of a sliver portion, 
which is currently lawn. Turf grass will be replaced in areas to match pre-

DRAFT
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Implementation 
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Record of 
Implementation 
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and Record 
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project conditions in consultation with the property owner during and at 
the completion of construction. Two historic Canary Island date palms 
would be relocated within 8 to 10 feet of their existing location, in parallel 
fashion. If the certified Arborist determines that their condition would not 
allow for successful survival, two replacement Canary Island date palms, 
17 feet in height, would be installed. In addition, a curb-wall and columns 
adjacent to the sidewalk will be reconstructed. The new work will protect 
the historic integrity of the property and its environment, and will be 
reviewed and approved by a California-licensed Historic Architect. Project 
features will not be close to the historic residential building, and they will 
not damage or destroy character-defining materials or any features 
associated with the historic property, or substantially alter or destroy any 
primary views of the historic property. 

CI-CR-6 Prepare and implement a Paleontological Monitoring Plan (PMP), which 
will include the following: 

• Workers Environmental Awareness Program (WEAP). The WEAP shall 
be presented to all construction personnel prior to the start of ground-
disturbing activities.  

• Periodic paleontological spot checks shall be conducted by a qualified 
paleontologist in any location along the alignment where excavation 
exceeds depths of 5 feet into the younger Quaternary deposits to check 
for the presence of older, more paleontologically sensitive geologic 
units (including older Quaternary alluvium). The specific locations where 
excavation will exceed the 5-foot threshold will be determined once final 
construction plans are available, and will be included in the PMP. If 
paleontologically sensitive geologic units are observed during spot 
checking, full-time monitoring shall be implemented during excavations 
into the sensitive sediments. The 5-foot depth at which spot checking 
shall be triggered will initially be implemented, but it shall be modified 
as needed by the qualified paleontologists, in consultation with SBCTA 
and FTA, based on the sediment types, depths, and distributions 
observed during monitoring during the life of the project.  

• If unanticipated paleontological resources are discovered during project-
related activities, work must be halted within 100 feet of the discovery 
until it can be evaluated by a qualified paleontologist.  

• Upon completion of ground-disturbing activities, a Paleontological 
Monitoring Report (PMR) shall be prepared and submitted to SBCTA, 
FTA, and the fossil repository. 

Cultural and 
Paleontological 
Resources  

Sections 5.2.4 
and 5.3.4 

1. SBCTA to hire Paleontologist. 

2. Paleontologist to prepare PMP and 
WEAP, and submit to SBCTA for approval. 

3. Paleontologist to monitor and conduct 
field checks during ground-disturbance 
activities per PMP. 

4. Paleontologist to stop work if 
paleontological resources are found and 
evaluate the discovery. 

5. Prepare PMR.  

1-2. Prior to start of 
ground-disturbance 
activities 

3-4. During ground-
disturbance activities  

5. After ground-
disturbance activities 

1. SBCTA 

2-5. Paleontologist 

1. Record of 
compliance kept on 
file at SBCTA  

2-4. PMP provided 
by Paleontologist 
kept on file at 
SBCTA. 

5. PMR kept on file 
at jobsite. 

1-5. SBCTA 

CI-CR-7 In compliance with the City of Ontario's Historic Preservation regulations, 
the following measures will be implemented to mitigate impacts on the 
City’s locally designated historical resources:  

1. Each historic resource shall be fully documented and cataloged 
pursuant to Historic American Building Survey/Historic American 
Engineering Record (HABS/HAER) standards, to provide a record of 
the resource, including but not limited to: (i) preparation of site plans, 

Cultural and 
Paleontological 
Resources  

Sections 5.2.4 
and 5.3.4 

1. Prepare HABS/HAER. 

2. Pay mitigation fee.  

3. Obtain Certificate of Appropriateness. 

4.Salvage historic items. 

1-4. Prior to 
demolition or 
alteration of historic 
property 

1. SBCTA Project 
Architect 

2-3. SBCTA 

4. SBCTA Project 
Architect 

1-4. Record of 
compliance (i.e., 
HABS/HAER, 
payment receipt, 
Certificate of 
Appropriateness, 
and inventory of 
salvaged items) kept 

1-4. SBCTA DRAFT
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EIR/EA 
Mitigation 
Measure 

No. 

Avoidance, Minimization, and/or Mitigation Measures 

Impact 
Category/ 
Section in 

Final EIR/FONSI 

Implementation Tasks 
Schedule of 

Implementation 
Implementation 
Responsibility 

Record of 
Implementation 

Verification 
and Record 

Keeping 

floor plans, exterior and interior elevations, and detailed drawings of 
character-defining features (e.g., moldings, stairs); and (ii) 
photographs of the resource, including interior and exterior character-
defining features (e.g., moldings, light fixtures, trim patterns). 

2. A mitigation fee established pursuant to Ontario Development Code 
Section 7.01.030 (Historic Preservation Mitigation Fee) shall be paid 
to the City prior to the issuance of a demolition permit for Tier III 
historic resources. Fees for Tier I and II historic resources shall be 
determined during the EIR process. The fees established for Tier III 
will be used as a reference point for establishing fees for Tier I and II 
historic resources. 

3. A Certificate of Appropriateness shall not be issued for the demolition 
of a historic resource, either in whole or in part, until such time that a 
demolition permit application and a replacement structure have been 
approved by the City, and appropriate permits have been issued for 
its construction, unless (i) a waiver is granted pursuant to Subsection 
H (Replacement Structure Waiver for Historic Resources Located 
within Industrial Zoning Districts) of Section 4.02.050 of the Ontario 
Development Code; (ii) a deferral of the replacement structure 
requirement is granted pursuant to Subsection G (Replacement 
Structure Deferral) of Section 4.02.050 of the Ontario Development 
Code; or (iii) demolition is required pursuant to Ontario Development 
Code Section 7.01.055 (Unsafe or Dangerous Conditions).  

4. To preserve features and artifacts from historic resources, a 
determination of the items within or on the resource that should be 
salvaged must be made by the Planning Department and may include 
the local historical society prior to the issuance of the demolition 
permit. The applicant shall be responsible for the removal, relocation, 
storage, and donation of such items selected for salvaging, The 
applicant shall provide an inventory of salvaged items to the Planning 
Department, and shall include a list of each item name, description, 
dimension (as necessary), and location of each item on the floor plan. 

on file at SBCTA  

CI-GSS-1 During construction, the appropriate level of inspections and tests shall be 
performed by a third-party contractor to confirm soil and subsurface 
conditions within the corridor. 

Geology, Soils, 
Seismicity  

Sections 5.2.5 
and 5.3.5 

1. SBCTA to hire a third-party contractor to 
perform inspections and tests. 

2. Monitor to ensure the third-party 
contractor complies with the requirements. 

3. Follow mitigation measure requirement 
regarding soil testing. 

1.contract documents 

2-3. Demolition and 
construction 

1. SBCTA  

2. SBCTA 
Construction 
Manager 

3. Third-party 
Geotechnical 
Contractor 

1. Record of 
compliance kept on 
file at SBCTA  

2-3. Record of 
compliance kept on 
jobsite 

1-3. SBCTA 

CI-GSS-2 Final grading and construction plans shall be reviewed by a qualified 
geotechnical contractor to confirm that geotechnical recommendations 
outlined in the Preliminary Geotechnical Report were applied to the 
design and that no additional recommendations are required. 

Geology, Soils, 
Seismicity  

Sections 5.2.5 
and 5.3.5 

1. Implement as part of final design. 

2. SBCTA to hire a third-party contractor to 
perform inspections and tests. 

1-2. Final design 
phase 

1. SBCTA  

2. Third-party 
Geotechnical 
Contractor 

1-2. Record of 
compliance kept on 
file at SBCTA  

1-2. SBCTA 

CI-HAZ-1 If unexpected groundwater is encountered during construction, 
groundwater sampling shall be conducted to determine contaminants and 

Hazardous 1. Include in bid and specification package. 1. Contract 1. SBCTA  1. Record of 
compliance kept on 

1-4. SBCTA 

DRAFT
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Table 2. Mitigation Measures, Implementation, Scheduling, and Reporting (Construction Phase) 

EIR/EA 
Mitigation 
Measure 

No. 

Avoidance, Minimization, and/or Mitigation Measures 

Impact 
Category/ 
Section in 

Final EIR/FONSI 

Implementation Tasks 
Schedule of 

Implementation 
Implementation 
Responsibility 

Record of 
Implementation 

Verification 
and Record 

Keeping 

contamination levels. If contamination is found, a work plan shall be 
developed by the project geotechnical engineer to protect the health of 
construction workers. 

Waste  

Sections 5.2.6 
and 5.3.6 

2. Monitor to ensure the contractor 
implements sampling procedures. 

3. Implement sampling plan if groundwater 
is found. 

4. Prepare and implement work plan if 
contamination is present in groundwater. 

documents 

2-3. During excavation 
activities, if 
groundwater is found 

4. If contamination is 
present in 
groundwater 

2. SBCTA 
Construction 
Manager 

3. Construction 
Contractor 

4. Construction 
Contractor/ 
Geotechnical 
Engineer 

file at SBCTA  

2-4. Record of 
compliance and work 
plan kept on jobsite 

CI-HAZ-2 A survey shall be conducted to screen for asbestos-containing materials 
(ACM) and lead-based paint (LBP) prior to demolition of aboveground 
structures. If ACMs are found, then the Contractor shall comply with 
SCAQMD Rule 1403 notification and removal process activities at the 
project site during construction. In addition, disposal of ACMs will comply 
with local, State, and federal requirements. 

Hazardous 
Waste  

Sections 5.2.6 
and 5.3.6 

1. SBCTA to hire Certified Professionals to 
perform ACM and LBP surveys. 

2. Conduct ACM and LBP surveys. 

3. Include the requirements in bid and 
specification package. 

4. Monitor to ensure the contractor complies 
with the requirements. 

5. Follow mitigation measure requirement. 

1-2. Prior to 
demolition 

3. Contract 
Documents 

4-5. During demolition  

1. SBCTA  

2. Certified 
Professionals 

3. SBCTA  

4. SBCTA 
Construction 
Manager 

5. Construction 
Contractor 

1-3. Record of 
compliance kept on 
file at SBCTA  

4-5. Record of 
compliance kept on 
jobsite 

1-5. SBCTA 

CI-HAZ-3 Any hazardous materials or wastes encountered before or during the 
demolition stage of the project shall be disposed of according to current 
regulatory guidelines.  

Hazardous 
Waste  

Sections 5.2.6 
and 5.3.6 

1. Include the requirements in bid and 
specification package. 

2. Monitor to ensure the contractor complies 
with the requirements. 

3. Follow mitigation measure requirement. 

1. Contract 
documents 

2-3. Prior to and 
during demolition  

1. SBCTA  

2. SBCTA 
Construction 
Manager 

3. Construction 
Contractor 

1. Record of 
compliance kept on 
file at SBCTA  

2-3. Record of 
compliance kept on 
jobsite 

1-3. SBCTA 

CI-HAZ-4 A worker health and safety plan (HSP) that meets the provisions of CCR 
Title 22, Section 5192, shall be developed by the project Contractor. HSP 
procedures will address the identification, excavation, handling, and 
disposal of hazardous wastes and materials that may be found in 
construction areas.  

Hazardous 
Waste  

Sections 5.2.6 
and 5.3.6 

1. Include the requirements in bid and 
specification package. 

2.. Prepare HSP. 

2. Monitor to ensure the contractor 
implements HSP. 

3. Implement HSP. 

1. Contract 
documents 

2. Prior to the start of 
demolition and 
construction 

3-4. Demolition and 
construction 

1. SBCTA  

2. Construction 
Contractor  

3. SBCTA 
Construction 
Manager 

4. Construction 
Contractor 

1-2. Record of 
compliance kept on 
file at SBCTA  

3-4. Record of 
compliance kept on 
jobsite 

1-4. SBCTA 

CI-HAZ-5 A Soil Management Plan shall be developed by the project Contractor 
that includes soil management requirements if contaminated media is 
encountered. 

Hazardous 
Waste  

Sections 5.2.6 
and 5.3.6 

1. Include the requirements in bid and 
specification package. 

2. Prepare Soil Management Plan. 

3. Monitor to ensure the contractor 
implements Soil Management Plan, if 
contaminated soils found 

4. Implement Soil Management Plan, if 
contaminated soils found. 

1. Contract 
documents 

2. Prior to the start of 
ground-disturbance 
activities 

3-4. During ground-
disturbance activities, 
if contaminated soils 
found 

1. SBCTA  

2. Construction 
Contractor  

3. SBCTA 
Construction 
Manager 

4. Construction 
Contractor 

1-2. Record of 
compliance kept on 
file at SBCTA  

3-4. Record of 
compliance kept on 
jobsite 

1-4. SBCTA DRAFT
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Table 2. Mitigation Measures, Implementation, Scheduling, and Reporting (Construction Phase) 

EIR/EA 
Mitigation 
Measure 

No. 

Avoidance, Minimization, and/or Mitigation Measures 

Impact 
Category/ 
Section in 

Final EIR/FONSI 

Implementation Tasks 
Schedule of 

Implementation 
Implementation 
Responsibility 

Record of 
Implementation 

Verification 
and Record 

Keeping 

CI-HAZ-6 If the utility poles that contain creosote-treated wood are removed during 
the project, the poles shall be managed as treated wood waste (TWW) in 
accordance with Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) 
Alternative Management Standards for TWW. 

Hazardous 
Waste  

Sections 5.2.6 
and 5.3.6 

1. Include the requirements in bid and 
specification package. 

2. Test utility poles to be removed for 
creosote. 

2. Monitor to ensure the contractor complies 
with DTSC requirements. 

3. Follow mitigation measure requirement. 

1. Contract 
documents 

2. Prior to the removal 
of utility poles 

3-4. During the 
removal of utility poles 
with creosote 

1. SBCTA  

2. Construction 
Contractor 

3. SBCTA 
Construction 
Manager 

4. Construction 
Contractor 

1-2. Record of 
compliance kept on 
file at SBCTA  

3-4. Record of 
compliance kept on 
jobsite 

1-4. SBCTA 

CI-HAZ-7 Overhead transformers along Holt Boulevard may contain polychlorinated 
biphenyls (PCBs). If alteration is required, it shall be managed in 
accordance with the current regulatory requirement. 

Hazardous 
Waste  

Sections 5.2.6 
and 5.3.6 

1. Include the requirements in bid and 
specification package. 

2. Test transformers to be relocated or 
altered for PCBs. 

3. Monitor to ensure the contractor complies 
with regulations for the handling PCBs. 

3. Follow current regulations for the 
handling PCBs. 

1. Contract 
documents 

2. Prior to the 
alteration/removal of 
transformers 

3-4. During the 
alteration/removal of 
transformers with 
PCBs 

1. SBCTA  

2. Construction 
Contractor 

3. SBCTA 
Construction 
Manager 

4. Construction 
Contractor 

1-2. Record of 
compliance kept on 
file at SBCTA  

3-4. Record of 
compliance kept on 
jobsite 

1-4. SBCTA 

CI-HAZ-8 Demolition and construction activities, hazardous material abatement 
activities, and the transport of hazardous materials and wastes shall not 
be conducted within 200 feet of schools during school hours when school 
is in session. 

Hazardous 
Waste  

Sections 5.2.6 
and 5.3.6 

1. Include the requirements in bid and 
specification package. 

2. Monitor to ensure the contractor complies 
with the requirements. 

3. Follow mitigation measure requirement. 

1. Contract 
documents 

2-3. Demolition 

1. SBCTA  

2. SBCTA 
Construction 
Manager 

3. Construction 
Contractor 

1. Record of 
compliance kept on 
file at SBCTA  

2-3. Record of 
compliance kept on 
jobsite 

1-3. SBCTA 

CI-WQ-C1 The Contractor shall implement erosion control BMPs during construction, 
including: 

• Limitation of construction access routes and stabilization of cleared 
access points; 

• Stabilization of cleared excavated areas by providing vegetative buffer 
strips and plastic coverings, and applying ground base on areas to be 
paved; 

• Protection of adjacent properties by installing sediment barriers or filters, 
or vegetative buffer strips; 

• Stabilization and prevention of sediments from surface runoff from 
discharging into storm drain outlets; and 

• Use of sediment control and filtration to remove sediment from water 
generated by dewatering, if required. 

Hydrology, 
Water Quality, 
and Floodplains  

Sections 5.2.7 
and 5.3.7 

1. Include the requirements in bid and 
specification package. 

2. Monitor to ensure the contractor complies 
with the requirements. 

3. Follow mitigation measure requirements, 
as included in the SWPPP. 

1. Contract 
documents 

2-3. Demolition and 
construction 

1. SBCTA  

2. SBCTA 
Construction 
Manager 

3. Construction 
Contractor 

1. Record of 
compliance kept on 
file at SBCTA  

2-3. Record of 
compliance kept on 
jobsite 

1-3. SBCTA 

CI-WQ-C2 The Contractor shall follow the guidelines and regulations established by 
the CGP for Discharges Associated with Construction Activities, Order 
No. 2009-0009-DWQ, amended by Order 2010-0014-DWQ and Order 
2012-0006-DWQ (Construction General permit [CGP]).  

In addition, an SWPPP will be prepared and implemented, which will 

Hydrology, 
Water Quality, 
and Floodplains  

Sections 5.2.7 
and 5.3.7 

1. Include the requirements in bid and 
specification package. 

2. Monitor to ensure the contractor complies 
with SWPPP requirements. 

1. Contract 
documents 

2-3. Demolition and 
construction 

1. SBCTA  

2. SBCTA 
Construction 
Manager 

3. Construction 

1. Record of 
compliance kept on 
file at SBCTA  

2-3. Record of 
compliance kept on 

1-3. SBCTA 

DRAFT
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Table 2. Mitigation Measures, Implementation, Scheduling, and Reporting (Construction Phase) 

EIR/EA 
Mitigation 
Measure 

No. 

Avoidance, Minimization, and/or Mitigation Measures 

Impact 
Category/ 
Section in 

Final EIR/FONSI 

Implementation Tasks 
Schedule of 

Implementation 
Implementation 
Responsibility 

Record of 
Implementation 

Verification 
and Record 

Keeping 

identify BMPs to minimize erosion and ensure the proper handling and 
storage of materials that may have the potential to affect water quality. 
During construction, materials will be stored properly in upland locations 
to avoid affecting the receiving waters. The SWPPP will also include a 
Construction Site Monitoring Program, which will be based on the 
project’s risk level to ensure that the implemented BMPs are effective and 
prevent any discharge that will result in exceeding any water quality 
standard. 

Implementation of BMPs will include the following measures to reduce 
potential construction-related events that could impact water quality: 

• Implementation of proper vehicle and equipment cleaning, fueling, and 
maintenance practices; 

• Control and prevention of the discharge of all potential pollutants (e.g., 
petroleum products, solid wastes, construction chemicals); and 

• Implementation of federal, State, and local policies regarding 
hazardous materials use, storage, and transport and hazardous 
materials mitigation measures.  

A contingency plan shall be prepared before construction to address 
construction-related spills and pollutant discharges. 

3. Follow requirements in SWPPP. Contractor jobsite 

CI-WQ-C3 If dewatering is required, the Contractor shall follow the requirements 
specified in the NPDES permit for discharges to surface water that pose 
an insignificant (de minimis) threat to water quality, from either the Santa 
Ana Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB) per Order No. R8-
2020-006 2005-0041 (NPDES No. CAG998001) or the Los Angeles 
RWQCB under Order No. R4-2018-0125 2013-0095 (NPDES No. 
CAG994004). 

Hydrology, 
Water Quality, 
and Floodplains  

Sections 5.2.7 
and 5.3.7 

1. Include the requirements in bid and 
specification package. 

2. Monitor to ensure the contractor complies 
with NPDES dewatering requirements. 

3. Implement NPDES dewatering 
requirements, if groundwater is present. 

1. Contract 
documents 

2-3. Demolition and 
construction 

1. SBCTA  

2. SBCTA 
Construction 
Manager 

3. Construction 
Contractor 

1. Record of 
compliance kept on 
file at SBCTA  

2-3. Record of 
compliance kept on 
jobsite 

1-3. SBCTA 

CI-FP-1 Provide positive drainage during construction and refrain from filling 
designated floodplains. 

Hydrology, 
Water Quality, 
and Floodplains  

Sections 5.2.7 
and 5.3.7 

1. Incorporate BMPs into final design. 

2. Include BMPs in the Storm Water Data 
Report in bid and specification package. 

3. Monitor to ensure the contractor 
implements BMPs. 

4. Implement BMPs in the Storm Water 
Data Report. 

1. Final design phase 

2. Contract 
documents 

3-4. Demolition and 
construction 

1-2. SBCTA  

3. SBCTA 
Construction 
Manager 

4. Construction 
Contractor 

1-2. Record of 
compliance kept on 
file at SBCTA  

3-4. Record of 
compliance kept on 
jobsite 

1-4. SBCTA 

CI-FP-2 Include erosion control and water quality protection during in-river 
construction and post-construction as identified in the Storm Water Data 
Report prepared for this project. 

Hydrology, 
Water Quality, 
and Floodplains  

Sections 5.2.7 
and 5.3.7 

1. Incorporate erosion control and water 
quality BMPs into final design. 

2. Include erosion control and water quality 
BMPs in the Storm Water Data Report in 
bid and specification package. 

3. Monitor to ensure the contractor 
implements erosion control and water 
quality BMPs. 

4. Implement erosion control and water 
quality BMPs in the Storm Water Data 

1. Final design phase 

2. Contract 
documents 

3-4. Demolition and 
construction 

1-2. SBCTA  

3. SBCTA 
Construction 
Manager 

4. Construction 
Contractor 

1-2. Record of 
compliance kept on 
file at SBCTA  

3-4. Record of 
compliance kept on 
jobsite 

1-4. SBCTA DRAFT
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Table 2. Mitigation Measures, Implementation, Scheduling, and Reporting (Construction Phase) 

EIR/EA 
Mitigation 
Measure 

No. 

Avoidance, Minimization, and/or Mitigation Measures 

Impact 
Category/ 
Section in 

Final EIR/FONSI 

Implementation Tasks 
Schedule of 

Implementation 
Implementation 
Responsibility 

Record of 
Implementation 

Verification 
and Record 

Keeping 

Report. 

CI-FP-3 Limit construction activities between October and May to those actions 
that can adequately withstand high flows and entrainment of construction 
materials. The Contractor shall prepare a Rain Event Action Plan (REAP) 
and discuss high flows mitigation. 

Hydrology, 
Water Quality, 
and Floodplains  

Sections 5.2.7 
and 5.3.7 

1. Include the requirements in bid and 
specification package. 

2. Monitor to ensure the contractor complies 
with the requirements. 

3. Follow mitigation measure requirement, 
including preparing a REAP. 

1. Contract 
documents 

2-3. Demolition and 
construction 

1. SBCTA  

2. SBCTA 
Construction 
Manager 

3. Construction 
Contractor 

1. Record of 
compliance kept on 
file at SBCTA  

2-3. Record of 
compliance kept on 
jobsite 

1-3. SBCTA 

CI-TRA-1 SBCTA or its contractor shall prepare a Traffic Management Plan (TMP) 
in cooperation with local municipalities prior to construction. The TMP will 
be submitted with the construction plan to the police and fire departments 
of affected cities prior to commencement of construction activities. The 
TMP will outline necessary street closures and detours. A restriction on 
large size trucks shall be imposed to confine travel to and from the 
construction site during off-peak commute times. 

If temporary blockage of bicycle lanes is necessary, a bicycle detour lane 
with barriers or the latest bicycle detour standard per the California 
MUTCD or other City-approved standard will be included in the TMP at 
each station location during construction to ensure no interruption to the 
bicyclists. Similarly, for pedestrians, a sidewalk detour, rerouting 
pedestrians to an alternative sidewalk path or a sidewalk diversion, which 
provides a protected pathway near, but safely away from the station 
construction, would be included in the TMP, used in accordance with the 
California MUTCD or other City-approved standard. Signs will be posted 
to direct bicyclists and pedestrians to intersections where they may cross.  

Traffic and 
Transportation  

Sections 5.2.9 
and 5.3.9 

1. Include the requirements in bid and 
specification package.  

2. Prepare TMP. 

3. Monitor to ensure the contractor complies 
with the requirements in TMP. 

4. Implement measures and terms in TMP. 

1. Contract 
documents 

2. Prior to demolition 
and construction 

3-4. Demolition and 
construction 

1. SBCTA  

2. Construction 
Contractor 

3. SBCTA 
Construction 
Manager 

4. Construction 
Contractor 

1-2. Record of 
compliance kept on 
file at SBCTA  

3-4. Record of 
compliance kept on 
jobsite 

1-4. SBCTA 

CI-TRA-2 Business access shall be maintained at all times during construction, and 
work will be scheduled to avoid unnecessary inconvenience to the public 
and abutting property owners. Undue delays in construction activities will 
be avoided to reduce the public’s exposure to construction. 

Traffic and 
Transportation  

Sections 5.2.9 
and 5.3.9 

1. Include the requirements in bid and 
specification package. 

2. Monitor to ensure the contractor complies 
with the requirements. 

3. Follow mitigation measure requirement. 

1. Contract 
documents 

2-3. Demolition and 
construction 

1. SBCTA  

2. SBCTA 
Construction 
Manager 

3. Construction 
Contractor 

1. Record of 
compliance kept on 
file at SBCTA  

2-3. Record of 
compliance kept on 
jobsite 

1-3. SBCTA 

CI-NC-1 The Contractor shall implement the following control measures, as 
applicable, to minimize noise disturbances at sensitive areas during 
construction: 

• All equipment shall have sound-control devices no less effective than 
those provided on the original equipment. Each internal combustion 
engine used for any purpose on the job or related to the job shall be 
equipped with a muffler of a type recommended by the manufacturer. 
No internal combustion engine shall be operated on the jobsite without 
an appropriate muffler. 

• Construction methods or equipment that will provide the lowest level of 
noise impact (e.g., avoid impact pile driving near residences and 
consider alternative methods that are also suitable for the soil 
condition) shall be used. 

Noise and 
Vibration  

Sections 5.2.10 
and 5.3.10 

1. Include the requirements in bid and 
specification package. 

2. Monitor to ensure the contractor 
implements the noise control measures. 

3. Follow mitigation measure requirements. 

1. Contract 
documents 

2-3. Demolition and 
construction 

1. SBCTA  

2. SBCTA 
Construction 
Manager 

3. Construction 
Contractor 

1. Record of 
compliance kept on 
file at SBCTA  

2-3. Record of 
compliance kept on 
jobsite 

1-3. SBCTA DRAFT



 

24 

 

Table 2. Mitigation Measures, Implementation, Scheduling, and Reporting (Construction Phase) 

EIR/EA 
Mitigation 
Measure 

No. 

Avoidance, Minimization, and/or Mitigation Measures 

Impact 
Category/ 
Section in 

Final EIR/FONSI 

Implementation Tasks 
Schedule of 

Implementation 
Implementation 
Responsibility 

Record of 
Implementation 

Verification 
and Record 

Keeping 

• Idling equipment shall be turned off. 

• Truck loading, unloading, and hauling operations shall be restricted 
through residential neighborhoods to the greatest possible extent. 

• Temporary noise barriers shall be used, as necessary and practicable, 
to protect sensitive receptors against excessive noise from construction 
activities. 

• Newer equipment with improved noise muffling shall be used, and all 
equipment items shall have the manufacturers’ recommended noise 
abatement measures (e.g., mufflers, engine covers, and engine 
vibration isolators) intact and operational. All construction equipment 
shall be inspected at periodic intervals to ensure proper maintenance 
and presence of noise-control devices (e.g., mufflers and shrouding). 

• Construction activities shall be minimized in residential areas during 
evening, nighttime, weekend, and holiday periods. Coordination with 
each city shall occur before construction can be performed in noise-
sensitive areas.  

• Construction lay-down or staging areas shall be selected in industrially 
zoned districts. If industrially zoned areas are not available, 
commercially zoned areas may be used, or locations that are at least 
200 feet from any noise-sensitive land use (e.g., residences). 

• Perform noise and vibration monitoring during construction. The 
Contractor shall perform independent monitoring to check compliance 
in particularly sensitive areas. Contractors must modify and/or 
reschedule construction activities if monitoring determines that 
maximum limits are exceeded at residential land uses. 

CI-NC-2 The Contractor shall implement the following control measures, as 
applicable, to minimize the potential impacts from construction vibration: 

• Hours of vibration-intensive activities, such as vibratory rollers, shall be 
restricted to minimize adverse impacts to the residents (e.g., weekdays 
during daytime hours only). 

• When possible, the use of construction equipment that creates high 
vibration levels, such as vibratory rollers operating within 20 feet of 
commercial buildings, within 26 feet of residential buildings, and within 
36 feet of sensitive land uses, such as historic properties, shall be 
limited. 

• Contractors will be required to have a plan in place to use alternative 
procedures of construction, selecting the proper combination of 
equipment and techniques to generate the least overall vibration, in 
those cases where vibration from construction activities would exceed 
the established thresholds for buildings susceptible to vibration 
damage. 

• Conduct a preconstruction building inspection/survey to document the 
preconstruction condition of building structures that are located within 
approximately 30 feet of planned construction activities that could 

Noise and 
Vibration  

Sections 5.2.10 
and 5.3.10 

1. Include the requirements in bid and 
specification package. 

2. Monitor to ensure the contractor 
implements the vibration control measures. 

3. Follow mitigation measure requirements. 

1. Contract 
documents 

2-3. Demolition and 
construction 

1. SBCTA  

2. SBCTA 
Construction 
Manager 

3. Construction 
Contractor 

1. Record of 
compliance kept on 
file at SBCTA  

2-3. Record of 
compliance kept on 
jobsite 

1-3. SBCTA 

DRAFT
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Table 2. Mitigation Measures, Implementation, Scheduling, and Reporting (Construction Phase) 

EIR/EA 
Mitigation 
Measure 

No. 

Avoidance, Minimization, and/or Mitigation Measures 

Impact 
Category/ 
Section in 

Final EIR/FONSI 

Implementation Tasks 
Schedule of 

Implementation 
Implementation 
Responsibility 

Record of 
Implementation 

Verification 
and Record 

Keeping 

generate high vibration levels (e.g., activities associated with vibratory 
rollers). 

• Conduct vibration monitoring at nearest buildings (within approximately 
30 feet of activity) during vibration-intensive construction activities. 

• To the extent practicable, construction activities near the school would 
be scheduled outside of school hours. 

CI-PS-1 Contractor shall coordinate with the traffic departments of the cities of 
Pomona, Montclair, Ontario, Rancho Cucamonga, and Fontana and with 
all corridor emergency service providers in developing detour routes and 
other traffic handling plans to be used during the construction period. 

Public Services 
and Utilities  

Sections 5.2.14 
and 5.3.14 

1. Include the requirements in bid and 
specification package. 

2. Monitor to ensure the contractor 
coordinates with the traffic departments and 
emergency service providers of the affected 
cities. 

3. Coordinate with the traffic departments 
and emergency service providers of the 
affected cities. 

1. Contract 
documents 

2-3. Demolition and 
construction 

1. SBCTA  

2. SBCTA 
Construction 
Manager 

3. Construction 
Contractor 

1. Record of 
compliance kept on 
file at SBCTA  

2-3. Record of 
compliance kept on 
jobsite 

1-3. SBCTA 

CI-PS-2 Contractor shall provide advance notice of all construction-related street 
closures and detours to the affected local jurisdictions, community groups, 
emergency service providers, and motorists.  

Public Services 
and Utilities  

Sections 5.2.14 
and 5.3.14 

1. Include the requirements in bid and 
specification package. 

2. Monitor to ensure the contractor provides 
the required advance notices. 

3. Provide the required advance notices. 

1. Contract 
documents 

2-3. Demolition and 
construction 

1. SBCTA  

2. SBCTA 
Construction 
Manager 

3. Construction 
Contractor 

1. Record of 
compliance kept on 
file at SBCTA  

2-3. Record of 
compliance kept on 
jobsite 

1-3. SBCTA 
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MITIGATION MONITORING REPORT FORM 
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MITIGATION MONITORING REPORT 
SECTION 21081.6 PUBLIC RESOURCES CODE 

 

SAN BERNARDINO COUNTY  
TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY 
1170 WEST THIRD STREET, 2ND FLOOR 
SAN BERNARDINO, CA 92410 

 

MITIGATION NO.____ 
 

 

 

Page ____  of ____ 

Project 

West Valley Connector Corridor Project 

Location 

 

Mitigation Description: 
 
 
 
 
 

Implementation Responsibility: 

Implementation Task: 

 

 

 

 

Implementation Schedule: 

 

 

 

Record of Implementation:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Start Date Complete Date 

Remarks: 
 
 
 
 

The information contained in this report is an independent evaluation based on my personal observations and information provided 
to me. In accordance with Section 21081.6 of the California Public Resources Code, I hereby certify that the information contained 
herein is true and correct to the best of my knowledge. 

Name of Person Completing Form  __________________________________  Title  ___________________________ 
 
Signature  _____________________________________________________  Date Signed  ______________________ 

VERIFICATION: 

Form Received by: _________________________________  Signature:  _____________________________________  
 
Title:  _______________________  Department/Division: ________________________  Date Rec’d: ______________ 

 

Compliance Acceptance:    Yes       No           Mitigation Completed:      Yes       No           

Attach additional sheets if necessary.   
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EIR Addendum/Environmental Reevaluation 

West Valley Connector Corridor Project 

Appendix B CORRESPONDENCE WITH THE SHPO 
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West Valley Connector Corridor 

Summary of Correspondence with the SHPO 

From To Date Purpose of Consultation  
FTA SHPO 2016-12-22 Initiation of Section 106 Consultation 
SHPO FTA 2017-01-23 Requested for APE delineation clarification 
FTA SHPO 2017-10-26 Provided clarification on APE delineation 
SHPO FTA 2017-11-14 Agreed with APE delineation methodology 
FTA SHPO 2018-03-01 Revised APE to include three O&M facility 

optional sites in Ontario 
SHPO FTA 2018-03-29 Agreed that revised APE is sufficient 
FTA SHPO 2018-05-15 Submission of HPSR, HRER, and ASR (April 

2018) 
SHPO FTA 2018-06-14 Requested additional information to 

substantiate HPSR findings 
FTA SHPO 2018-07-19 Provided information, per request 
SHPO FTA 2018-08-07 Agreed with HPSR (2018) Findings 
FTA SHPO 2020-01-07 Submission of Finding of No Adverse Effect on 

historic properties 
SHPO FTA 2020-02-04 Requested more information on measures to 

minimize impacts to The Grinder Haven and 
the Jacob Lerch House properties  

FTA SHPO 2020-02-26 Provided information on these above two 
historic properties, per request 

SHPO FTA 2020-03-19 No objection to the FTA's Finding of No 
Adverse Effect  

FTA SHPO 2021-10-05 Submission of Supplemental HPSR (October, 
2021) 

SHPO FTA 2022-03-09 Agreed that revised APE is sufficient and the 
Finding of No Adverse Effects with the 
implementation of the CRMMP remains valid. 
However, the SHPO withheld the review of the 
revised CRMMP until the trial consultation is 
concluded.  

FTA SHPO 2022-05-25 Submission of revised CRMMP following the 
tribal consultation conclusion 

SHPO FTA 2022-06-13 Requested clarification on CRMMP 
implementation plan 

FTA SHPO 2022-07-12 Submission of revised CRMMP (updated June 
2022) in response to the SHPO comment. 

SHPO FTA 2022-08-04 The SHPO informed the FTA of no further 
comment on the June 2022 CRMMP. 
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October 5, 2021 

 

Ms. Julianne Polanco 

State Historic Preservation Officer      

Office of Historic Preservation  

California State Department of Parks and Recreation    

1725 23rd Street, Suite 100 

Sacramento, CA 95816 

 

Subject: Section 106 Consultation on the 

Re-evaluation of the Proposed West Valley 

Connector Corridor – Counties of San 

Bernardino and Los Angeles, California 

(OHP file: FTA_2016_1227_001)    

 

Dear Ms. Polanco,  

 

The Federal Transit Administration (FTA), in coordination with the San Bernardino County 

Transportation Authority (SBCTA), is continuing consultation with the California State Historic 

Preservation Office (SHPO) for the West Valley Connector Corridor (WVCC) Bus Rapid Transit 

(BRT) Project (Project) in the Counties of San Bernardino and Los Angeles under Section 106 of 

the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA), as amended, and its implementing regulations at 

36 CFR § 800.  The FTA is the Lead Agency under the National Environmental Policy Act 

(NEPA) and the SBCTA is the Lead Agency under the California Environmental Quality Act 

(CEQA).  

 

The Project is being re-evaluated based on Project changes.  A Supplemental Historic Property 

Survey Report (HPSR) has been prepared, which addresses changes to the Preferred Alternative, 

a revised Area of Potential Effects (APE), the results of an updated records search, additional 

survey work, and consultation efforts.  The Supplemental HPSR is enclosed with this letter. 

  

Project Background 

 

The FTA and the SBCTA, in cooperation with the cities of Pomona, Montclair, Ontario, Rancho 

Cucamonga, and Fontana, have approved construction of the 35-mile-long project.  The Project 

includes up to 60 station platforms at 33 locations/major intersections and associated 

improvements.  The environmental review process for the Project was completed in accordance 

with CEQA and NEPA requirements.  A Notice of Availability (NOA) and a digital copy of the 

Draft EIR/EA was sent to all Native American and Tribal contacts during the public circulation 

period, from June 24 to August 8, 2019. 
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The Final EIR under CEQA and Findings of No Significant Impact (FONSI) under NEPA were 

completed in March 2020.  The SBCTA and the participating cities identified Alternative B (Full 

BRT with 3.5 miles of dedicated bus-only lanes on Holt Boulevard in Ontario) as the Preferred 

Alternative, as described below.  The SBCTA Board certified the Final EIR in May 2020 and 

FTA issued a FONSI for the Project shortly after the Final EIR was certified.  

 

The Project will be constructed in two phases: Phase I/Milliken Alignment, from the Pomona 

Regional Transit Center to Victoria Gardens in Rancho Cucamonga, and Phase II/ Haven 

Alignment, from Ontario International Airport to Kaiser Permanente Medical Center in Fontana.  

Based on the current schedule, Phase I is scheduled for completion in late 2024.  Construction of 

the Phase II/ Haven Alignment is scheduled to occur after completion of Phase I when funding is 

available.  Figure 1 in the Supplemental HPSR presents the original feature map of the Project.  

 

Preferred Alternative     

 

Alternative B, the Preferred Alternative, includes the full 35-mile-long BRT corridor, which is 

composed of the Phase I/Milliken Alignment, Phase II/Haven Alignment, 3.5 miles of dedicated 

bus-only lanes in Ontario, and five (5) center-running stations and 50 side-running stations at up 

to 33 locations/major intersections.  The dedicated lanes segment includes two (2) mixed-flow 

lanes and one (1) transit lane in each direction and five (5) center-running stations.  To 

accommodate the dedicated lanes, which involves roadway widening and additional utilities 

construction such as for placement of electrical and fiber-optic lines, right-of-way acquisition 

and temporary construction easements are required, a process that is currently ongoing and is 

scheduled to be completed by late 2022.  

 

The Project’s bus fleet would be composed of 60-foot-long articulated compressed natural gas 

(CNG) propulsion buses.  A new Operations and Maintenance (O&M) facility for light 

maintenance activities would be constructed as part of the Project during the Phase I/Milliken 

Alignment.  As part of the environmental analysis, three potential sites in Ontario were 

considered for the proposed new O&M facility, with Site 3, a parcel owned by the City of 

Ontario (1333 S. Bon View Avenue), selected as the preferred site through the CEQA/NEPA 

process. 

 

Subsequent to environmental approval of the WVCC Project in 2020, as described earlier, the 

SBCTA proceeded with project design of the Phase I Milliken Alignment.  To stay within the 

Small Starts Program maximum project cost, currently $300 million, and to deliver the most 

cost-effective project, the SBCTA continued to review the WVCC Project for cost savings. 

Subsequently, the SBCTA has identified changes that could be implemented to help achieve 

significant cost savings and also meet California's health-based air quality standards and 

greenhouse gas emission reduction goals while adhering to the Project’s purpose and need. 

 

Proposed Project Changes    

 

The following paragraphs summarize the proposed changes to the WVCC Project description 

stated in the Final EIR/FONSI (March 2020).  A more detailed description is included in the 

Supplemental HPSR.  Figure 2 in the Supplemental HPSR presents the changes to the Project. 

 

 

DRAFT



 

 

 

Change in Bus Type and Length 

 

The SBCTA had identified the use of 40-foot-long buses over the 60-foot-long CNG buses 

(proposed in the environmental document) as one of the opportunities for savings.  Based on 

the evaluation, the SBCTA determined that the seated passenger capacity of the 40-foot and 

60-foot buses is similar and can accommodate ridership projections for the Project.  Design 

adjustments can be incorporated that allow for the loading of bikes on the front of the 40-foot 

bus, and platforms can be designed to accommodate both 40-foot buses and 60-foot buses in 

the future.   

 

As the final design proceeded, the SBCTA recently received a Transit and Intercity Rail 

Capital Program (TIRCP) funding award of $15 million administered by the California State 

Transportation Agency (CalSTA), for the purchase of zero-emission battery electric buses 

(BEB) for the WVCC Project.  Due to the unavailability of the 60-foot-long BEBs, the 

SBCTA decided to purchase 18 of the 40-foot-long BEBs as part of Phase I operations to 

take advantage of available grant funding.  

 

Change in O&M Facility Location and Charging Infrastructure 

 

The Omnitrans recently implemented the Connect Forward service reduction plan at its West 

Valley Vehicle Maintenance Facility (WVVMF), located at 4748 E. Arrow Highway, 

Montclair, which reduces the number of fixed route buses in service thus freeing up capacity.  

The SBCTA, working in partnership with Omnitrans, has identified that the 18 bus fleet 

required for Phase I operations can be serviced at the WVVMF, and allows deferral of 

construction for the new O&M facility at 1333 S. Bon View Avenue in Ontario until funding 

is available or when the bus fleet is expanded as part of the Phase II/Haven Alignment 

operations.  Other than the phasing, there are no additional changes to the new O&M facility 

(e.g., description, anticipated impacts, or previous mitigation measures pertaining to the new 

facility). 

 

To use the existing WVVMF facility in Montclair as an O&M facility to service the BEBs 

for the WVCC Project, some retrofits would be required, including electrical infrastructure 

upgrades and installation of charging stations within the facility’s premises.  The use of 

BEBs would also require installation of on-route chargers at the Pomona Transit Center 

Station.  Installation of the on-route chargers would occur concurrently with the WVCC 

Project's station construction program.  No additional property acquisition is required to 

convert the existing WVVMF in Montclair to handle the new O&M needs associated with 

implementation of the WVCC Project.  

 

The BRT buses accessing the proposed O&M site in Montclair are expected to follow the 

current routes used by the Omnitrans' local buses and all other WVCC Project elements as 

described in the 2020 Final EIR/FONSI would remain the same. 

 

Summary of Previous SHPO Consultation 

 

On December 22, 2016, the FTA submitted the Section 106 Initiation and Area of Potential 

Effects (APE).  The SHPO responded with comments on January 23, 2017.   
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The FTA resubmitted Section 106 Initiation and APE to the SHPO with additional information 

regarding the methodology on October 17, 2017, and the SHPO responded with no comments on 

November 14, 2017.  On March 1, 2018, the FTA consulted with the SHPO on a revision to the 

APE to include three potential O&M facility sites in Ontario.  The SHPO responded with 

concurrence on March 29, 2018.  On May 15, 2018, the FTA submitted the WVCC HPSR 

package, which included the Archaeological Survey Report (ASR), and the Historic Resources 

Evaluation Report (HRER).  The HPSR package identified the historic properties in the APE, as 

well as information on those parcels which did not meet National Register of Historic Places 

(NRHP) Criteria.  On June 14, 2018, the SHPO requested additional information to substantiate 

the HPSR findings, which the FTA provided on July 19, 2018.  The concurrence on the HPSR 

was received from the SHPO on August 7, 2018.  The attached Supplemental HPSR includes 

tables listing these previous eligibility determinations.  

 

On January 7, 2020, the FTA submitted a Finding of Effect (FOE) to the SHPO for review and 

requested concurrence with the agency that the WVCC Project would not have an adverse effect 

on the nine historic properties in the APE under 36 CFR § 800.5.  On February 4, 2020, the 

SHPO requested additional information concerning avoidance and minimization measures for 

two historic properties in Ontario; the Grinder Haven and the Jacob Lerch House, which was 

subsequently provided by the FTA on February 26, 2020.  These measures are included in 

Section 5.0 of the Supplemental HPSR.  On March 19, 2020, the SHPO expressed it had no 

objections to the finding of no adverse effect for the WVCC Project.  A copy of consultation 

letters between the FTA and the SHPO is included in Appendix D of the Supplemental HPSR.  

 

Revised Area of Potential Effects 

 

For this undertaking, the proposed revised APE was established in accordance with                   

36 CFR § 800.4(a)(1).  The definition in the Council on Environmental Quality’s implementing 

regulations states that the direct effects are caused by the action and occur at the same time and 

place while indirect effects  are caused by the action and are later in time or farther removed in 

distance, but are still reasonably foreseeable [40 CFR § 1508.8(a)-(b)].  When determining an 

undertaking’s area of potential effects, a federal agency must consider both direct and indirect 

effects.  Further, in assessing effects, the regulations note that an adverse effect is found when an 

undertaking may alter, directly or indirectly, any of the characteristics of historic properties, 

historic resources, archaeological resources and/or cultural resources.   

 

The APE has been revised to incorporate the project changes which include the proposed use of 

the existing Omnitrans WVVMF (located at 4748 E. Arrow Highway in Montclair), as well as, 

the routes to and from the Omnitrans WVVMF and the Pomona Transit Center Station.  Any 

parcels immediately adjacent to the WVVMF which may experience effects from the 

construction and operation of the new O&M facility have also been included.  The APE does not 

extend to the north of the Montclair WVVMF because the existing property wall at the back of 

the WVVMF, and beyond that, double set of railroad tracks, serve as a buffer from properties on 

the north side experiencing potential effects identified under 36 CFR § 800.5.  The vacant parcel 

directly north of the WVVMF is a former sand and gravel quarry site and does not have 

buildings.  Sheet 47 of the revised APE map (Appendix A of the Supplemental HPSR) depicts 

the parcels in the updated portion of the APE.  No other changes in the previous APE map which 

received the SHPO concurrence have been made. 
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The expanded APE limits of ground disturbance encompass a small area within the 5.3-acre 

parcel comprising the existing WVVMF in Montclair to account for site improvements and 

required retrofits, including electrical infrastructure upgrades and installation of charging 

stations, within the facility’s premises.  All Project activities, including construction staging and 

equipment storing areas, are anticipated to be contained entirely within the WVVMF site, and 

none of the existing buildings will be removed.  As indicated in Table 1, the maximum depth of 

ground disturbance is estimated to be a 15-feet pile length below current ground surface for 

infrastructure upgrades and charging station installation; therefore the 15-feet represents the 

maximum vertical APE for project work at the WVVMF site. 

 

Table 1: Maximum Excavation Depth for WVCC Stations, Facilities, and Utilities 

Location Type of Work Requiring Excavation 
Maximum Depth 

in Feet 

Side-running BRT Stations  
Shelter construction, electrical and communication 

equipment installation, bus pads 
2.5 

All Stations  Station pylons 4 

New O&M site at existing 

Omnitrans WVVMF Facility 

in Montclair (Phase I) 

Pole structures to support steel canopy associated with 

the charging structure 
15 

New O&M site in Ontario 

(Phase II) when funding is 

available 

Elevator shaft; maintenance trench; building foundation 12 

Holt Boulevard (between 

Benson Avenue and Vine 

Avenue) 

Construction of center-running BRT Stations 2.5 

Utility relocation  6 

Storm drain laterals  15 

  

Study Methodology and Results  

 

The FTA has made a reasonable and good faith effort to identify historic properties within the 

revised Project APE, with the work conducted by cultural resources professionals who meet the 

Secretary of Interior's professional qualification standards established at 36 CFR § 61.  

 

Background research was conducted to identify built environment and prehistoric and historic 

archaeological resources that may have been previously identified.  This included reviewing 

local planning and environmental documents, secondary literature, historical materials, including 

maps and aerial photographs, local landmark lists, and state and federal historic resources 

inventories.  Background research also included a records search at the South Coast Central 

Coastal Information Center (SCCIC) at California State University, Fullerton on May 17, 2021, 

for previously recorded resources located within 0.25-mile radius of the WVVMF site.  One 

previously recorded cultural resource, identified as “Russian Village" or "Rock Houses"           

(P-19-180776), is a National Register-listed historic district of 15 houses, and is located 

approximately 0.25 mile distant from the WVVMF site in Montclair and is not located within the 

revised portion of the APE.  The May 2021 records search did not indicate any previously 

recorded archaeological or architectural history resources were located within or immediately 

adjacent to the updated APE.  
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The baseline outer limit year for studying built-environment resources within the expanded APE 

was established as 1974, the year that buildings or structures would achieve 50 years of age in 

2024, considered the undertaking’s end of construction in Phase I.  None of the five parcels 

within the APE, which are identified in Table 2, possess exceptional significance under NRHP 

Criteria Consideration G as a property that has achieved significance in the past 50 years.  Due to 

their age, they were not formally evaluated for significance and no DPR 523 forms were 

prepared. 

 

Table 2.  Parcels with Built Environment Resources in Revised 2021 APE  

Address Parcel Number City 
Year 

Built 
Building Function  

4748 E. Arrow 

Highway 
1007-071-06-0000 Montclair 1986 Omnitrans WVVMF 

4650 E. Arrow 

Highway 
1007-733-20-0000 Montclair 1980 Montclair Business Center 

4661 E. Arrow 

Highway 
1009-021-15-0000 Montclair 1976 Laird Industrial Park 

4771 E. Arrow 

Highway 
1009-021-16-0000 Montclair 1976 Laird Industrial Park 

4870 E. Arrow 

Highway  
1007-733-12-0000 Montclair 2005 

Montclair Police 

Department 

 

Native American Consultation 

 

The Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) conducted a search of their Sacred Lands 

File (SLF) on May 13, 2021, for the revised WVCC Project area.  The results were determined 

negative, and also provided an updated list of Native American contacts for Native American 

Tribal Consultation  (36 CFR § 800.2).  The NAHC identified 15 individuals or contacts 

representing 12 tribal governments to be contacted about the Project (see list of tribal contacts in 

Supplemental HPSR).  On June 7, 2021, the FTA sent a continuing consultation letter to those 

tribal governments with whom they had previously consulted on this undertaking under 

Section 106, as well as an invitation letter to consult with those tribal contacts who had not 

previously responded or been listed on previous lists provided by the NAHC. 

 

To date, the FTA has received three responses.  The Quechan Indian Tribe of Fort Yuma 

Reservation on June 11, 2021 expressed they had no comments on the WVCC Project and 

deferred to more local tribal governments, supporting any of their decisions regarding the 

Project.  The San Manuel Band of Mission Indians on June 15, 2021 stated they had no concerns 

with the revised WVCC Project plans.  The Gabrieleño Band of Mission Indians – Kizh Nation 

on June 23, 2021, requested to continue consultation and a meeting was held with them on 

August 19, 2021.  The SBCTA staff described the proposed Project changes and the results of 

the recent cultural resources investigations to the tribe representatives.  The tribe, which 

provided comments on the draft Cultural Resources Monitoring and Mitigation Plan (CRMMP) 

in 2018, is in the process of reviewing the updated document to determine whether it remains 

adequate.  A copy of the updated CRMMP is included as Appendix E of the Supplemental 

HPSR. 
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The SBCTA is continuing to conduct Native American consultations to meet their requirements 

under Assembly Bill (AB) 52 and CEQA.  Letters were sent to the agency's tribal contacts on 

June 4, 2021.  The Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians on June 15, 2021 responded that the 

WVCC Project was not within the tribe's traditional use area and concluded consultation.  See 

Supplemental HPSR Appendix C-1 and C-2 for copies of correspondence with the NAHC, 

Native American Tribes, and/or individuals. 

 

Consultation with Local Government 

 

In compliance with 36 CFR § 800.2(c)(3), based on comments received on the Draft EIR/ EA on 

August 8, 2019, the FTA invited the City of Ontario to continue consultation on the WVCC 

Project on June 16, 2021.  The invitation described the current status of the WVCC Project, the 

status of historic properties in Ontario, and informed them of changes to the Project.  No 

response has been received.  A copy of the letter is provided in Supplemental HPSR Appendix 

C-3. 

 

Coordination with Local Historic Preservation Groups 

 

On June 8, 2021, the SBCTA sent a letter to seven local historical societies and museums which 

were previously contacted in 2016 and 2018 to inform them of the Project changes.  From the 

most recent outreach efforts to date, the SBCTA has received no responses from these 

organizations, nor have any of the organizations previously expressed concerns or requested 

additional information on the WVCC Project.  A copy of the letters sent to interested parties is 

provided in Supplemental HPSR Appendix C-4. 

 

Request for Concurrence  

 

Pursuant to Section 106, the FTA respectfully requests that the SHPO concurrence based on the 

revised 2021 APE and the efforts made to identify historic properties within the revised 2021 

APE, and the March 19, 2020 determination of a finding of no adverse effect on the historic 

properties from this undertaking and avoidance and minimization measures developed for this 

Project, remains valid.   

 

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact Ms. Candice Hughes, Environmental 

Protection Specialist at (213) 629-8613, or by email at candice.hughes@dot.gov. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

Ray Tellis 

Regional Administrator 

 

 

 

Enclosure: Supplemental Historic Property Survey Report 
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 State of California • Natural Resources Agency Gavin Newsom, Governor 

DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION 

OFFICE OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

Julianne Polanco, State Historic Preservation Officer 

1725 23rd Street, Suite 100,  Sacramento,  CA  95816-7100 
Telephone:  (916) 445-7000             FAX:  (916) 445-7053 
calshpo.ohp@parks.ca.gov         www.ohp.parks.ca.gov 
 

March 9, 2022 

Armando Quintero, Director 
 

VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL 
 
   In reply refer to: FTA_2016_1227_001 
 
Mr. Ray Tellis, Regional Administrator  
U.S. Department of Transportation Federal Transit Administration  
888 South Figueroa Street, Suite 440 Los Angeles, CA 90017-5467 
 
RE: Continuing Section 106 Consultation for the West Valley Connector Corridor, San 
Bernardino and Los Angeles Counties, California – Proposed Design Changes and Revisions 
to Area of Potential Effects. 
 
Dear Mr. Tellis: 
 
The Office of Historic Preservation (OHP) is in receipt of a letter dated October 5, 2021 from 
the Federal Transit Administration (FTA). FTA, in coordination with the San Bernardino County 
Transportation Authority (SBCTA) is continuing consultation with the State Historic 
Preservation Officer (SHPO) on the above referenced undertaking. Modifications to the project 
design necessitated revisions to the area of potential effects (APE) for this undertaking.  As 
such, FTA is currently seeking SHPO review and comment on the revised APE and that FTA’s 
original finding of no adverse effect for this undertaking remains valid. FTA has submitted a 
September 2021 Supplemental Historic Properties Survey Report (HPSR) with appendices 
with their consultation letter. FTA has also submitted for SHPO review and comment a revised 
Cultural Resources Monitoring and Mitigation Plan (CRMP), which FTA developed in earlier 
consultation with the SHPO as a condition to the original finding of no adverse effect for this 
undertaking. 
 
As described in FTA’s consultation letter, FTA and SBCTA, in cooperation with the cities of 
Pomona, Montclair, Ontario, Rancho Cucamonga, and Fontana propose to construct a 35-
mile-long bus rapid transit (BRT) corridor. The undertaking also includes up to 60 station 
platforms at 33 locations/major intersections and associated improvements. Changes to the 
project design include modification of the bus type and length and changes to the 
Operations and Maintenance (O&M) Facility location and charging infrastructure. The 
existing West Valley Vehicle Maintenance Facility (WVVMF) located in Montclair will now 
be used as an O&M facility. This project change will require retrofitting the existing 
WVVMF, including electrical infrastructure upgrades and installation of charging stations 
within the facility’s premises. On-route chargers to accommodate zero-emission battery 
electric buses (BEB) will also be installed at the Pomona Transit Center Station and the 
WVVMF. Further information regarding the project design changes can be found in the 
Supplemental HPSR.  
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FTA has revised the APE to incorporate the above project design changes, including the 
existing WVVMF and the routes to and from the WVVMF and the Pomona Transit Center 
Station. APE maps are in Appendix A of the Supplemental HPSR. Changes to the vertical 
APE include ground disturbing activities within the existing WVVMF to account for site 
improvements and required retrofits. Table 1 in FTA’s consultation letter describes the 
maximum excavation depth for the undertaking, including the addition of a 15 foot vertical 
disturbance at the existing WVVMF.  
 
The results of FTA’s supplemental identification efforts within the revised APE are 
documented in the Supplemental HPSR and the Supplemental Archaeological Survey 
Report (ASR) which is Appendix B of the Supplemental HPSR. FTA also updated their 
consultation efforts with the Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) and Native 
American tribes, groups and individuals listed on the NAHC contact list. As a result of this 
outreach, FTA is currently in active consultation with the Gabrieleño Band of Mission 
Indians-Kizh Nation on revising the CRMMP. No cultural resources were identified because 
of FTA’s supplemental identification efforts of the revised APE.   
 
Following a review of the documentation submitted, the below comments are provided: 
 

1. The revised APE appears adequately delineated to account for direct and indirect 
effects to historic properties. 

2. Based on the results of FTA’s supplemental identification efforts conducted within 
the revised APE, the SHPO agrees that FTA’s original finding of no adverse effect 
with the condition to implement a CRMMP remains appropriate. However, the SHPO 
will withhold review and comment on the revised CRMMP until FTA has modified the 
document in response to their consultation with the Gabrieleño Band of Mission 
Indians-Kizh Nation. Following consultation with the Gabrieleño Band of Mission 
Indians-Kizh Nation, please provide the draft CRMMP to the SHPO for review and 
comment.  
 

If you require further information, please contact Alicia Perez at Alicia.Perez@parks.ca.gov.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Julianne Polanco 
State Historic Preservation Officer 
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May 25, 2022 
 
Ms. Julianne Polanco 
State Historic Preservation Officer      
Office of Historic Preservation  
California State Department of Parks and Recreation    
1725 23rd Street, Suite 100 
Sacramento, CA 95816 
Attention: Alicia Perez 

 
RE: Continuing Section 106 Consultation for the 

West Valley Connector Corridor – Counties of 
San Bernardino and Los Angeles, California 
(OHP file: FTA_2016_1227_001)    

 
Dear Ms. Polanco,  
 
The Federal Transit Administration (FTA), in coordination with the San Bernardino County 
Transportation Authority (SBCTA), is continuing consultation with the California State Historic 
Preservation Officer (SHPO) for the West Valley Connector Corridor (WVCC) Bus Rapid 
Transit (BRT) Project (Project) in the Counties of San Bernardino and Los Angeles under 
Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA), as amended, and its 
implementing regulations at 36 CFR § 800.  The FTA is the Lead Agency under the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and the SBCTA is the Lead Agency under the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).  
 
The FTA and SBCTA, in cooperation with the cities of Pomona, Montclair, Ontario, Rancho 
Cucamonga, and Fontana propose to construct a 35-mile-long BRT corridor, which includes up 
to 60 station platforms at 33 locations/major intersections and associated improvements and 
conversion of the existing West Valley Vehicle Maintenance Facility (WVVMF) in Montclair to 
serve as an operations and maintenance (O&M) facility.  Further details concerning the project 
design changes and a summary of the previous SHPO consultation can be found in the 
Supplemental Historic Property Survey Report (HPSR) prepared for this undertaking, dated 
September 2021, submitted to your office on October 5, 2021.  
 
The FTA received concurrence from your office on March 9, 2022, concerning the adequacy of 
the revised area of potential effects (APE) and supplemental identification efforts conducted as a 
result of project modifications described in the aforementioned September 2021 Supplemental 
HPSR.  Your office agreed with the FTA's original finding of no adverse effect with the 
condition to implement a Cultural Resources Monitoring and Mitigation Plan (CRMMP), a 
revised draft of which was included as Appendix E of the Supplemental HPSR package 
submittal.  However, because consultation between the Gabrieleño Band of Mission Indians 
(GBMI)-Kizh Nation and the FTA had not yet been concluded, your office expressed it would 
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withhold comment on the CRMMP until it had an opportunity to review the revised document 
submitted by the FTA once it had concluded tribal consultation.    
 
The GBMI-Kizh Nation, which had been provided a copy of the draft Cultural Resources 
Monitoring and Mitigation Plan (CRMMP) in 2018, along with the other tribes as identified in 
the September 2021 Supplemental HPSR, was invited to initiate or continue consultation with 
the FTA in May 2021, when changes were proposed to the previously-approved WVCC BRT 
undertaking.  The GBMI-Kizh Nation requested to continue consultation with the FTA, for 
which a meeting was conducted on August 19, 2021, and which also included participation from 
the SBCTA and their cultural resources specialists and project managers.  
 
Following the teleconference call, the FTA forwarded the updated version of the CRMMP (dated 
September 2021) that incorporated the changes in the project description to the tribe and invited 
them to review and provide any comments or concerns in light of the proposed project changes 
and revisions to the APE.  The FTA consulted with GBMI – Kizh Nation via a conference call 
on November 2, 2021, at which time the tribe had various questions to which the FTA 
responded; at the time the tribe said it would provide written comments on the CRMMP.  The 
FTA welcomed the tribe to send the CRMMP comments on several occasions, and scheduled 
additional government-to-government consultation meetings.  However, the additional 
consultation meetings were repeatedly postponed by the tribe, though this is not to indicate any 
acrimony.  The FTA repeatedly expressed in good faith its strong interest in receiving the tribe's 
views on the updated CRMMP, which the tribe provided to the FTA on April 20, 2022.  
 
Enclosed for your office review is the updated CRMMP (dated May 2022) that has incorporated 
the acceptable edits made by the GBMI-Kizh Nation.  We have also enclosed a copy of the FTA 
correspondence with the tribe providing an explanation to questions raised by the tribe during a 
November 2, 2021, conference call with the FTA, as well as a general explanation as to why 
certain edits made to the CRMMP by the tribe on April 20, 2022, could not be wholly adopted. 
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Request for Concurrence  
 
Pursuant to Section 106, the FTA respectfully requests the SHPO concurrence that  the revised 
May 2022 CRMMP developed for this Project remains valid.  
 
If you have any questions or concerns, please contact Ms. Candice Hughes, FTA Environmental 
Protection Specialist at (213) 629-8613, or by email at candice.hughes@dot.gov. As always, we 
appreciate your efforts and thank you for your attention.   
 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 

for Ray Tellis 
Regional Administrator 

 
 
Enclosures:   

• West Valley Connector Corridor, CRMMP (Updated May 2022)  
• Copy of FTA conclusion of correspondence with GBMI – Kizh Nation 

DRAFT



 
 
 
 
 
 
May 25, 2022 
 
Mr. Andrew Salas         
Chairperson      
Gabrieleño Band of Mission Indians – Kizh Nation  
P.O. Box 393 
Covina, CA 91763 

Re: Section 106 Continuing Consultation for 
the West Valley Connector Corridor 
Project Re-evaluation 

Dear Chairman Salas,  

The Federal Transit Administration (FTA), in cooperation with San Bernardino County 
Transportation Authority (SBCTA), is writing to continue consultation under Section 106 of the 
National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) on the proposed construction of the West Valley 
Connector Corridor Project (the WVCC Project), a 35-mile-long bus rapid transit (BRT) project.  
5On June 4, 2021, the FTA initiated consultation by invitation per 36 CFR § 800.2 (c)(4) and 
other consulting parties per 36 CFR § 800.2(c)(5) on the WVCC Project Re-evaluation.  On June 
23, 2021, your tribe accepted the invitation to continue consultation. 

As part of our continuing consultation with you under Section 106 of the National Historic 
Preservation Act (NHPA), and in partnership with the San Bernardino County Transportation 
Authority (SBCTA), we thank you for participating in the teleconference call with the Federal 
Transit Administration (FTA) on November 2, 2021, and later providing the suggested edits to 
the Cultural Resources Monitoring and Mitigation Plan (CRMMP) on April 20, 2022.  This letter 
summarizes our responses to your comments, concerns, and input on the CRMMP. 

Questions and Comments on November 2, 2021, teleconference call 

1. Gabrieleño Band of Mission Indians (GBMI) – Kizh Nation question: Is the CRMMP 
finalized or a draft? 

Response: The CRMMP was first drafted in 2017 as part of the Draft EIR/EA 
preparation.  The CRMMP has gone through a number of edits to incorporate comments 
received from various parties including GBMI – Kizh Nation.  The last revision of the 
CRMMP, before the current revision, was dated March 2020, which was edited to be 
consistent with the Final EIR/EA.  Due to the changes to the project description in 2021, 
the FTA is in the process of preparing the NEPA re-evaluation of the EA/FONSI.  All 
technical studies including the CRMMP (September 2021) have been revised to reflect 
the changes in project description and the project impacts.  That is the version that the 
FTA requested the GBMI – Kizh Nation review the document once again to ensure that it 
still adequately addressed the measures discussed during consultation.  
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2. GBMI – Kizh Nation comment: The CRMMP should provide additional clarification 
regarding the tribal history of the area for the San Manuel Band of Mission Indians 
(SMBMI) and GBMI – Kizh Nation because the tribal history defines the potential 
resources and discoveries, as well as level of involvement by the SMBMI and GBMI –
Kizh Nation. 

Response: The FTA acknowledged GBMI – Kizh Nation’s comments and had scheduled 
subsequent conference calls with the tribe on several occasions to further discuss the 
comments, and finalize any changes. GBMI – Kizh Nation provided edits to the CRMMP 
to the FTA on April 20, 2022.  The areas recommended for monitoring, as indicated 
through tribal consultation, have been incorporated into the CRMMP and are further 
discussed below. 

3. GBMI – Kizh Nation question: If a previously uninterested tribe develops interest in the 
project and would like involvement in the CRMMP, can the tribe be involved? What 
would be the process? 

Response: If the FTA is notified of interest by a previously uninterested or previously 
unnotified tribal government that is federally-recognized, the tribe would be invited to 
participate.  The NHPA Section 106 process is designed to ensure inclusiveness of those 
parties who have an interest in cultural resources that may be affected by proposed 
federal undertakings.  

4. GBMI – Kizh Nation comment: The CRMMP should more clearly separate the 
archaeological discoveries from the tribal inadvertent discoveries.  The steps and process 
for the archaeological discovery and tribal discovery should not be the same (e.g. chapter 
3, treatment, collection, records and site assessment, etc.) 

Response: The FTA acknowledged GBMI – Kizh Nation’s comments. We understand 
that California Public Resources Code 13 PRC § 21080.3.1, also known as Assembly Bill 
(AB) 52, may create a distinction in the ultimate evaluation and treatment of finds than 
those which apply National Register of Historic Places evaluation criteria and Secretary 
of the Interior treatment standards, as required by federal undertakings conducted under 
NHPA Section 106.  The FTA has included clarifying language in the CRMMP to 
acknowledge that the CRMMP is a federal compliance document and does not 
specifically address any requirements under the California Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA). 

Recommended Edits to the CRMMP by GBMI – Kizh Nation, April 20, 2022 

The FTA is grateful for your time reviewing the CRMMP.  A revised final version of the 
CRMMP is attached for your records. In addition, the FTA is providing further explanation 
below in response to your comments. 

The CRMMP is intended to satisfy National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) requirements as 
an avoidance, minimization and/or mitigation requirement (CI-CR-1) for the Final 
Environmental Impact Report/Finding of No Significant Impact (EIR/FONSI) prepared for the 
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project, approved May 12, 2020.  The FTA acts as the lead agency for the NEPA requirements.  
Consequently, as discussed in response number 4 above, the CRMMP does not address CEQA 
requirements for which the SBCTA, as the lead agency, has separate consultation responsibilities 
under AB 52, which amended CEQA to create tribal cultural resources as a new category of 
resources. Therefore, we have added clarifying language in the introduction to better explain that 
the CRMMP was prepared to solely comply with federal environmental requirements. As a 
result, further references to AB 52 or tribal cultural resource protocols and the distinction 
between archaeological resources and tribal cultural resources have been omitted from the 
CRMMP text, although the information you have provided is a very useful summary and has 
been shared with SBCTA.  

Section 106 of the NHPA and its implementing regulations at 36 CFR § 800.3(f)(2) state that 
"The [federal] agency official shall make a reasonable and good faith effort to identify any 
Indian tribes...that may attach religious and cultural significance to historic properties in the area 
of potential effects [APE] and invite them to be consulting parties." The Native American 
Heritage Commission provided the FTA a tribal consultation list. In addition to the GBMI – Kizh 
Nation, other tribes also accepted the FTA's invitation to consult under Section 106. Therefore, 
suggested edits to  replace the CRMMP’s original broader term "consulting tribes" with the 
singular GBMI – Kizh Nation tribe name cannot be utilized in this document. Other specific 
references inserted by the tribe, including to the GBMI – Kizh Nation 's cultural resources 
training program, are not included for similar reasons. Therefore, the consulting party contacts 
were also reinserted in the Appendix.  

With regard to specific suggested edits, the FTA offers the following explanations: 

• On page 19, we cannot determine the ultimate deposition of any artifacts inadvertently 
discovered that fail to meet National Register of Historic Places criteria, as the FTA would 
need to conduct tribal consultation with all interested parties, as is mentioned in Section 3.4, 
on page 34.    

• On page 20, relative to monitoring ground disturbance, we have identified the sensitive 
project locations that the GBMI – Kizh Nation indicated to the FTA during previous 
consultations. We have also inserted maps (Appendix A) to visually indicate the approximate 
locations where archaeological and Native American monitoring will occur during 
construction of Phase I/Milliken Alignment; Phase II/Haven Alignment monitoring areas will 
be shown in an updated CRMMP once funding for that phase becomes available. These 
monitoring areas are located within the APE, which has received SHPO concurrence and can 
be found within the original and supplemental Historic Property Survey Reports.  

• Edits were made to Sections 2.3 (page 23) and 2.5 (page 25) to clarify requirements for 
creating daily monitoring logs and monthly reports. 
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• On page 28, concerning the level of effort needed to assess finds, the term "standard practice 
guidelines" may possibly be open to varying interpretations, so we have reiterated that the 
field practitioners should use the framework established in the Secretary of the Interior's 
Standards and Guidelines for Archaeological Documentation (1983) and the National Park 
Service publication The Archaeological Survey: Methods and Uses (1978).     

• On page 29, regarding unanticipated discoveries that would require avoidance, we removed 
"isolated artifacts" from the first bullet because these are already addressed in the next 
paragraph.  

The FTA thanks you again for participating in the tribal consultation and your review of the 
CRMMP. If you have any questions or concerns, please contact Candice Hughes, Environmental 
Protection Specialist at (213) 629-8613, or by email at candice.hughes@dot.gov. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 
for Ray Tellis 

Regional Administrator 
 
 
Attachments: West Valley Corridor Connector CRMMP – May 2022    
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 State of California • Natural Resources Agency Gavin Newsom, Governor 

DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION 
OFFICE OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION 
Julianne Polanco, State Historic Preservation Officer 
1725 23rd Street, Suite 100,  Sacramento,  CA  95816-7100 
Telephone:  (916) 445-7000             FAX:  (916) 445-7053 
calshpo.ohp@parks.ca.gov         www.ohp.parks.ca.gov 
 
June 13, 2022 

Armando Quintero, Director 
 

VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL 
 
   In reply refer to: FTA_2016_1227_001 
 
Mr. Ray Tellis, Regional Administrator  
U.S. Department of Transportation Federal Transit Administration  
888 South Figueroa Street, Suite 440 Los Angeles, CA 90017-5467 
 
RE: Continuing Section 106 Consultation for the West Valley Connector Corridor, San 
Bernardino and Los Angeles Counties, California –Cultural Resources Monitoring and 
Mitigation Plan. 
 
Dear Mr. Tellis: 
 
The Office of Historic Preservation (OHP) is in receipt of a letter dated May 25, 2022 from the 
Federal Transit Administration (FTA). FTA, in coordination with the San Bernardino County 
Transportation Authority (SBCTA) is continuing consultation with the State Historic 
Preservation Officer (SHPO) on the above referenced undertaking.  
 
As a result of previous consultation, FTA has submitted for SHPO review and comment an 
Updated May 2022 Cultural Resources Monitoring and Mitigation Plan (CRMMP), which was 
developed in earlier consultation with the SHPO as a condition to the original finding of no 
adverse effect for this undertaking. FTA has also submitted supplemental documentation 
regarding their efforts to consult with the Gabrieleño Band of Mission Indians (GBMI)-Kizh 
Nation on the Updated May 2022 CRMMP. This information can be found in the body of FTA’s 
consultation letter and in a copy of FTA’s May 25, 2022 correspondence with the GBMI-Kizh 
Nation, which is enclosed with their consultation letter. 
 
The SHPO has reviewed the Updated May 2022 CRMMP. Comments are provided in the 
document which is enclosed with this consultation letter. Please consider the SHPO’s 
comments, revise the document accordingly, and submit the modified CRMMP in track 
changes for further SHPO review. If you require further information, please contact Alicia 
Perez at Alicia.Perez@parks.ca.gov.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 

Julianne Polanco 
State Historic Preservation Officer 
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July 12, 2022 

 

Ms. Julianne Polanco 

State Historic Preservation Officer      

Office of Historic Preservation  

California State Department of Parks and Recreation    

1725 23rd Street, Suite 100 

Sacramento, CA 95816 

 

Attention: Ms. Alicia Perez, Associate State Archaeologist 

 

 

RE: Continuing Section 106 Consultation for the 

West Valley Connector Corridor – Counties 

of San Bernardino and Los Angeles, 

California (OHP file: FTA_2016_1227_001)    

 

Dear Ms. Polanco,  

 

The Federal Transit Administration (FTA) in coordination with the San Bernardino County 

Transportation Authority (SBCTA) is continuing consultation with the California State Historic 

Preservation Officer (SHPO) for the West Valley Connector Corridor (WVCC) Bus Rapid 

Transit (BRT) Project (Project) in the Counties of San Bernardino and Los Angeles under 

Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA), as amended, and its 

implementing regulations at 36 CFR § 800.  The FTA is the Lead Agency under the National 

Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and the SBCTA is the Lead Agency under the California 

Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).  

 
On June 13, 2022, we received your office's review comments on the updated May 2022 Cultural 

Resources Monitoring and Mitigation Plan (CRMMP), which the FTA had submitted on         

May 25, 2022.  We appreciate and thank you for the helpful comments provided to us, which 

were inserted within the document, and we have subsequently revised the CRMMP (June 2022) 

in response.  Per your request, we have attached the latest version incorporating those 

modifications in track change mode to facilitate your secondary review of the plan.  We have 

also prepared a clean and complete CRMMP in PDF format for your reference.  
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Pursuant to Section 106, the FTA respectfully requests the SHPO concurrence on the revised 

CRMMP.  If you have any questions or concerns, please contact Ms. Candice Hughes, 

Environmental Protection Specialist at (213) 629-8613, or by email at candice.hughes@dot.gov.  

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

Ray Tellis 

Regional Administrator 

 

 

Enclosures:   

West Valley Connector Corridor, CRMMP (Updated June 2022, in track change mode)  

West Valley Connector Corridor, CRMMP (Updated June 2022, clean, PDF version) 
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State of California • Natural Resources Agency Gavin Newsom, Governor 

DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION 
OFFICE OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION 
Julianne Polanco, State Historic Preservation Officer 
1725 23rd Street, Suite 100,  Sacramento,  CA  95816-7100 
Telephone:  (916) 445-7000             FAX:  (916) 445-7053 
calshpo.ohp@parks.ca.gov         www.ohp.parks.ca.gov 

Armando Quintero, Director 

August 4, 2022 

VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL 

In reply refer to: FTA_2016_1227_001 

Mr. Ray Tellis, Regional Administrator  
U.S. Department of Transportation Federal Transit Administration 
888 South Figueroa Street, Suite 440  
Los Angeles, CA 90017-5467 

RE: Continuing Section 106 Consultation for the West Valley Connector Corridor, San 
Bernardino and Los Angeles Counties, California –Updated June 2022 Cultural Resources 
Monitoring and Mitigation Plan. 

Dear Mr. Tellis: 

The Office of Historic Preservation (OHP) is in receipt of a letter dated July 12, 2022 from the 
Federal Transit Administration (FTA). FTA, in coordination with the San Bernardino County 
Transportation Authority (SBCTA) is continuing consultation with the State Historic 
Preservation Officer (SHPO) on the above referenced undertaking.  

A Cultural Resources Monitoring and Mitigation Plan (CRMMP) was developed in earlier 
consultation with the SHPO as a condition to the original finding of no adverse effect for this 
undertaking. The CRMMP required revisions due to project design changes and consultation 
with Native American tribes, groups, and individuals. On June 13, 2022, the SHPO submitted 
comments to FTA on the Draft May 2022 CRMMP. FTA has revised the CRMMP based on 
SHPO comments and has submitted a Microsoft Word and PDF version of the Updated June 
2022 CRMMP. 

The SHPO has reviewed the Updated June 2022 CRMMP and has no further comments. If 
you require further information, please contact Alicia Perez at Alicia.Perez@parks.ca.gov.  

Sincerely, 

Julianne Polanco 
State Historic Preservation Officer 
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Sacred Lands File Search and Native American Consultation 
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C-2  
Continuing and Invitation for Consultation Letters 
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May 27, 2021

Patricia Garcia-Plotkin
Director
Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians
5401 Dinah Shore Drive
Palm Springs, CA, 92264

Re: Section 106 Continuing Consultation for the 
West Valley Connector Corridor Project 

Dear Director Garcia-Plotkin,  

The Federal Transit Administration (FTA), in cooperation with San Bernardino County 
Transportation Authority (SBCTA), is writing to continue consultation under Section 106 of the 
National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) on the proposed construction of the West Valley 
Connector Corridor Project (the WVCC Project), a 35-mile-long bus rapid transit (BRT) project.  
Omnitrans, former lead agency for the WVCC Project under the California Environmental 
Quality Act (CEQA), published a Notice of Preparation (NOP) on March 24, 2016 to notify the 
public of its intent to begin environmental studies under CEQA. The National Environmental 
Policy Act (NEPA) process was also initiated on March 26, 2016 for an Environmental 
Assessment.  In May 2016, in compliance with Assembly Bill (AB) 52, Parsons, on behalf of 
Omnitrans, sent a project notification letter to Native American contacts provided by the Native 
American Heritage Commission.  FTA initiated consultation by invitation per 36 CFR § 800.2 
(c)(4) and other consulting parties per 36 CFR § 800.2(c)(5) on the WVCC Project beginning in 
August 2016 and continued consultation through 2019.  The information below provides an 
update on the status of the approved project, an updated project description, and a summary of 
the results of cultural resources investigations that have been conducted, including the 
identification of prehistoric and historic archaeological sites and/or sacred sites in the Area of 
Potential of Effects (APE).

Background on Environmental Document Approval
SBCTA, in cooperation with the cities of Pomona, Montclair, Ontario, Rancho Cucamonga, and 
Fontana, proposed construction of the WVCC Project, a 35-mile-long bus rapid transit (BRT) 
Project.  The Project includes up to 60 station platforms at 33 locations/major intersections and 
associated improvements. The environmental review process for the proposed Project was 
completed in accordance with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) requirements, with a Notice of Availability and a digital copy 
of the Draft Environmental Impact Report (EIR)/Environmental Assessment (EA) was sent to all 
Native American and Tribal contacts during the public circulation period, from June 24 to 
August 8, 2019.  The Final EIR under CEQA and Findings of No Significant Impact (FONSI) 
under NEPA were completed in March 2020. SBCTA and participating cities identified 
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Alternative B (Full BRT with 3.5 miles of dedicated bus-only lanes on Holt Boulevard in 
Ontario) as the preferred alternative, as described below.  The SBCTA Board certified the Final 
EIR in May 2020 and the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) issued a FONSI for the Project 
shortly after the Final EIR was certified. Figure 1 presents the original feature map of the project.

Description of Preferred Alternative
Alternative B, the Preferred Alternative, includes the full 35-mile-long BRT corridor, which is 
comprised of the Phase I/Milliken Alignment, Phase II/ Haven Alignment, 3.5 miles of dedicated 
bus-only lanes in Ontario, and five center-running stations and 50 side-running stations at up to 
33 locations and major intersections.  The dedicated lanes segment includes two mixed-flow 
lanes and one transit lane in each direction and five center-running stations. To accommodate the 
dedicated lanes, roadway widening and additional utilities, such as electrical and fiber-optic 
lines, require permanent and temporary right of way acquisition and temporary construction 
easements.  A partial acquisition of land along the corridor is required to accommodate roadway 
reconfiguration and station construction, resulting in minor partial acquisitions of some parcels 
adjacent to the existing roadway.  In addition, some areas of the Project corridor would require 
reconfiguration, relocation, or extension of adjacent driveways, curbs, medians, sidewalks, 
parking lots, and local bus stops.

The proposed Project would be constructed in two phases, including Phase I/Milliken Alignment, 
from the Pomona Regional Transit Center to Victoria Gardens in Rancho Cucamonga, and Phase 
II/Haven Alignment, from Ontario International Airport to Kaiser Permanente Medical Center in 
Fontana.  Phase I is scheduled for completion in late 2023. Construction of Phase II/Haven 
Alignment is scheduled to occur after the completion of Phase I, when funding is available. 

Originally proposed, the Project’s bus fleet would be comprised of 60-foot-long articulated 
compressed natural gas (CNG) propulsion buses.  A new operations and maintenance (O&M) 
facility for light maintenance activities would be constructed as part of the proposed Project 
during the Phase I/Milliken Alignment.  As part of the environmental analysis, three potential 
sites in the City of Ontario were considered for the proposed new O&M facility, with Site 3, a 
parcel owned by the City of Ontario (1333 S. Bon View Avenue), selected as the preferred site 
as part of the CEQA/NEPA compliance process.

Subsequent to the environmental approval of the WVCC Project in 2020, SBCTA proceeded 
with design refinements and has now advanced to the 90% design milestone.  During this final 
design stage, SBCTA and Omnitrans identified changes which could be implemented to help 
achieve significant cost savings while adhering to the Project's original purpose and need.  With 
the proposed changes to the Project description as outlined below, SBCTA does not anticipate a 
change in the implementation schedule for Phase I/Milliken Alignment.  The Phase II/Haven 
Alignment would still occur after completion of Phase I, pending funding availability.
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Proposed Project Changes
The following paragraphs and the attached Figure 2 summarize the proposed changes to the 
WVCC Project description stated in the Final EIR/FONSI (March 2020).  

a. Change in Bus Type: SBCTA recently received a Transit and Intercity Rail Capital 
Program (TIRCP) funding award of $15 million administered by the California State 
Transportation Agency (CalSTA), for the purchase of zero-emission battery electric 
buses (BEB) for the WVC Project. Due to the unavailability of the 60-foot BEBs, 
SBCTA and Omnitrans concurred that 40-foot BEBs should be used to take advantage of 
available grant funding while still meeting the needs of the WVCC Project.  A total of 18 
BEBs will be purchased as part of Phase I operations. The use of 40-foot BEBs would 
change neither the purpose and need nor objectives of the WVCC Project as stated in the 
Final EIR/FONSI.  WVCC stations are being designed to accommodate the use of both 
40-foot and 60-foot buses to maintain future flexibility.

A study verified that the 40-foot BEB would provide the capacity needed for the 
anticipated number of passengers in the design year 2040.  A 40-foot BEB provides for 
30 to 32 seats, with an additional standing capacity for 37 persons, and a 67 to 69-person 
total bus capacity.  An analysis indicated both the average demand (15 passengers/vehicle 
in the peak hour) and bus load during the peak hour (20 passengers/vehicle) would not 
reach full occupancy capacity on the 40-foot BEB.  In sum, the 40-foot BEB will suffice 
for the projected passenger loads on this Project.

b. Change in O&M Facility Location and Charging Infrastructure: With use of 40-foot 
buses, it was determined Omnitrans’ existing West Valley Vehicle Maintenance Facility 
(WVVMF), located at 4748 E Arrow Highway, Montclair, currently used for light bus 
maintenance, could accommodate the 18 40-foot BEBs required for Phase I operations of 
the WVCC Project.  Under this updated proposal, the previously-approved new O&M 
facility at 1333 S. Bon View Avenue in Ontario would no longer be constructed as part of 
the Phase I/Milliken Alignment implementation, but could be constructed if needed to 
serve the maintenance needs of the expanded bus fleet as part of the Phase II/Haven 
Alignment. 

In order to use the existing WVVMF facility in Montclair as an O&M facility for the 
WVCC Project, some retrofits will be required, including electrical infrastructure 
upgrades and the installation of charging stations within the facility’s premises.  The use 
of 40-foot BEBs will also require the installation of on-route chargers at the Pomona 
Metrolink station.  However, there would be no change to the footprint of either station.  
The installation of the on-route chargers would occur concurrently with the WVC 
Project's station construction program.  No additional property acquisition is required to 
convert the existing WVVMF in Montclair to handle the new needs associated with 
implementation of the WVCC Project. 

The BRT buses that would go both to and from the proposed new O&M facility site in 
Montclair are expected to follow the current routes used by Omnitrans' local buses.  

Except for the proposed changes outlined above, all other WVCC Project elements as 
outlined in the 2020 FEIR/FONSI would remain the same.

DRAFT



Cultural Resources Studies
Please see Attachment A for a narrative summary of past and current cultural resources 
investigations associated with the WVCC Project.  

Revised Area of Potential Effects (APE)
The APE is the geographic area or areas within which an undertaking may directly or indirectly 
cause changes in the character or use of historic properties, if such properties exist [36 CFR Part 
800.16(d)].  Based on the definition in the Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ) 
implementing regulations, 40 CFR § 1508.8(a)-(b), direct effects are caused by the action and 
occur at the same time and place. Indirect effects are caused by the action and are later in time or 
farther removed in distance, but are still reasonably foreseeable.  The consideration of direct 
effects and indirect effects may include, but are not limited to physical impacts, changes in 
visual, auditory, or seismic settings.

As a result of the proposed Project changes described above, the previously-approved 
archaeological and architecture/history APE is being revised and expanded to include the 
proposed use of the existing Omnitrans WVVMF site located at 4748 E Arrow Highway in 
Montclair. It is displayed on Sheet 48 of the revised APE map (Attachment B).  No additional 
changes in the previously-approved APE map have been made.  

The archaeological APE of the new O&M facility would encompass the area of 5.5 acres of the 
existing WVVMF.  All project activities related to the construction of the new O&M facility, 
including construction staging and equipment storing areas, are anticipated to be contained 
within the WVVMF parcel.  In order to use the existing WVVMF, site improvements and 
retrofits will be required, including electrical infrastructure upgrades and the installation of 
charging stations within the facility’s premises.  In terms of the vertical APE for the WVVMF, 
the maximum depth of ground disturbance is estimated to be 10 feet below current ground 
surface, for purposes of the infrastructure upgrade and charging station installation.  The utilities 
needed for the project will typically be built within a 2-3 foot depth. These expectations would 
be the same throughout the APE. 

The architecture/history portion of the APE for the proposed Project changes includes the 
existing WVVMF in Montclair as cited above as the archeological APE, but also any 
surrounding parcels which may contain built-environment resources that may experience indirect 
impacts from construction and operation (e.g., visual, noise, changes to setting) should historic 
properties exist.  At this time, based on the review of historic resources inventories, no additional 
historic sites have been identified near the proposed area of the existing WVVMF. The enclosed 
revised APE map (see sheet 48) depicts how the architecture/history APE has been expanded to 
include adjacent parcels with built-environment resources.

We will be preparing a Supplemental Historic Property Survey Report and Supplemental 
Archeological Survey Report to account for the changed Project description and revised APE, 
which will be transmitted to the State Historic Preservation Officer for concurrence.  
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FTA appreciates your Tribal Government's continued interest in the WVCC Project and we 

thank you for continuing consultation under Section 106 of the NHPA. We look forward to any 

comments or questions and if you are aware of any additional responses sent to other parties 

regarding this project by your government organization, please be sure to copy our office.  

 

If you have any questions or comments, please contact Ms. Candice Hughes at (213) 629-8613, 

or by email at candice.hughes@dot.gov.    

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

Ray Tellis 

Regional Administrator 

 

Attachments:  

 

• Attachment A: Summary of Cultural Resources Investigations for the WVCC Project 

• Attachment B: Revised Project APE Map (showing the index mapbook sheet and the 

sheet covering the new O&M Facility in Montclair) 

• Figure 1: Original Project Map 

• Figure 2: Project Map with Proposed Changes 
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ATTACHMENT A 
 
 
Summary of Cultural Resources Investigations and Results for the WVCC Project 
 
To identify cultural resources that could be affected by the WVCC Project, investigations were 
conducted by the Secretary of Interior professionally qualified archaeologist and architectural 
historians for compliance with Section 106 of the NHPA and CEQA.  These cultural resource 
investigations included records searches with the South Central Coastal Information Center 
(SCCIC), Sacred Lands File (SLF) searches with the California Native American Heritage 
Commission (NAHC), a field survey of the APE, and preparation of an Archaeological Survey 
Report (ASR) and encompassed as part of the Historic Properties Survey Report (HPSR).  
 
A copy of the original Archaeological Survey Report is available for downloading at this link: 
www.gosbcta.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/20180701_RPT_WVC_Cultural-
Resources_02_ASR.pd.  
 
A Supplemental ASR and HPSR will be prepared to account for the WVC Project proposed 
changes to convert the Omnitrans facility in Montclair for BRT use.  
 
The initial records search, conducted in 2016, resulted in the identification of 91 previously 
recorded cultural resources, 70 of which are outside the APE but within a 0.25-mile radius of the 
APE and 21 of which are located within the APE.  Resources outside of the APE are primarily 
comprised of historic built environment resources.  Out of the 21 previously recorded resources 
located within the APE, only 2 are archaeological resources, one of which was a Craftsman 
bungalow that no longer exists, and the other is the National Old Trails Road/Route 66 (now 
Foothill Boulevard in the City of Fontana).  Following the addition of the Milliken Alignment 
alternative to the APE, a supplemental records search was completed in October 2017; there 
were no additional previously documented resources identified within 0.25 mile of the added 
alignment. On February 21, 2018, another records search was completed for the then-proposed 
O&M facility in Ontario.  The search indicated that there were no previously-recorded cultural 
resources within 0.25 mile of the three adjacent locations considered for the O&M facility in 
Ontario. More recently, due to the WVCC Project proposed conversion of Omnitrans' existing 
bus maintenance facility at 4748 E Arrow Highway, Montclair, to an O&M facility for BRT 
buses, on May 17, 2021, the SCCIC conducted an updated records search within 0.25-mile radius 
of the facility.  There were two additional previously-recorded cultural resources identified to be 
located approximately 0.25 mile from Omnitrans' parcel.  Both are considered to be historic 
resources and are non-archaeological in nature: “Rock Houses” or “Russian Village (P-19-
180776) and earthen flood control features (P-19-180776). The records search did not indicate 
any known resources are located within the additional APE.  
 
A search of the Sacred Lands File was conducted by the NAHC in March 2016, October 2017, 
February 2018, and most recently, with the proposed Project changes to the Montclair facility, 
May 13, 2021, all of which were negative.  
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During the archaeological field surveys and investigations conducted for the WVCC Project 
undertaken between July 2016 and May 21, 2021, a total of 13 archaeological resources were 
identified within the project APE, including 2 previously recorded resources and 11 newly 
identified historic-era sites, all of them consisting of historic-age (i.e., 50 years old or older) 
structures, structural remains, and associated debris.  One of the previously recorded resources 
and all 11 newly identified sites were recorded and evaluated as not eligible for inclusion in the 
National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) or California Register of Historic Resources 
(CRHR). The remaining resource, the previously-recorded National Old Trails Road/Route 66 
(P-36-002910), is listed in the NRHP and is eligible for the CRHR.  In addition, of the 496 
parcels within the APE for the WVCC Project, 163 of which contained buildings, groups of 
buildings, or structures that were constructed in or before 1968, for which evaluations were 
prepared, the State Historic Preservation Officer concurred with FTA's finding on August 7, 
2018, that all the previously mentioned sites and buildings were ineligible for listing in the 
NRHP, with the exception of the following historic properties: 
 

o Five (5) historic properties were identified which were previously listed or determined 
eligible for listing in NRHP: Southern Pacific Railroad Depot (P-19-189200; 100 W. 
Commercial Street, Pomona); Lincoln Park Historic District, Pomona; Euclid 
Avenue/State Route 83 (P-36-015982, Upland and Ontario)); National Old Trails 
Road/Historic Route 66 (P-36-002910; CA-SBR-2910H); Malaga Underpass Bridge (P-
36-015397; Fontana). 
 

o Four (4) historic properties have been determined eligible for the NRHP as part of the 
survey conducted for the WVC Project: Vince's Spaghetti (1206 W. Holt Boulevard, 
Ontario); A.C. Moorhead House (961 W. Holt Boulevard, Ontario); The Grinder Haven 
(724 W. Holt Boulevard, Ontario), and Jacob Lerch House (541 E. Holt Boulevard, 
Ontario).  

 
In accordance with 36 CFR § 800.5, FTA applied the criteria for adverse effect on these nine 
historic properties and submitted a Finding of Effect documentation in consultation with SHPO 
and determined that with certain mitigations and protections applied, the WVCC would not have 
an adverse effect on any property.  On March 19, 2020, the SHPO staff expressed they did not 
object to that determination.  Those detailed stipulations are available for review in the summary 
mitigation contained in the FEIR/FONSI (2020).     
 
In compliance of the recommended mitigation measures, FTA prepared and forwarded to you a 
draft Cultural Resources Monitoring and Mitigation Plan (CRMMP) on which you and another 
Tribe reviewed and provided comment, and which we subsequently revised to incorporate 
recommendations.  That document, which will be updated to encompass any new mitigation 
resulting from the on-going Native American and tribal consultation carried out under Section 
106 (and by SBCTA under AB 52 as a separate consultation process), details the mitigation and 
monitoring protocols established for ground-disturbing aspects the WVCC Project.     
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 Index of the Revised APE Map 
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 APE Map of the new O&M Facility area in Montclair 
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Figure 1: Original Project Map (Final EIR/FONSI, March 2020) DRAFT



 

 

 
Figure 2: Project Map with Proposed Changes DRAFT



May 27, 2021

Robert Dorame
Chairperson
Gabrieleno Tongva Indians of California Tribal Council
P.O. Box 490
Bellflower, CA 90707

Re: Section 106 Initiation of Consultation for the 
West Valley Connector Corridor Project 

Dear Chairperson Dorame,  

The Federal Transit Administration (FTA), in cooperation with San Bernardino County 
Transportation Authority (SBCTA), is writing to initiate consultation under Section 106 of the 
National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) on the proposed construction of the West Valley 
Connector Corridor Project (the WVCC Project), a 35-mile-long bus rapid transit (BRT) project.  
Omnitrans, former lead agency for the WVCC Project under the California Environmental 
Quality Act (CEQA), published a Notice of Preparation (NOP) on March 24, 2016 to notify the 
public of its intent to begin environmental studies under CEQA. The National Environmental 
Policy Act (NEPA) process was also initiated on March 26, 2016 for an Environmental 
Assessment.  In May 2016, in compliance with Assembly Bill (AB) 52, Parsons, on behalf of 
Omnitrans, sent a project notification letter to Native American contacts provided by the Native 
American Heritage Commission.  FTA initiated consultation by invitation per 36 CFR § 800.2 
(c)(4) and other consulting parties per 36 CFR § 800.2(c)(5) on the WVCC Project beginning in 
August 2016 and continued consultation through 2019.  The information below provides an 
update on the status of the approved project, an updated project description, and a summary of 
the results of cultural resources investigations that have been conducted, including the 
identification of prehistoric and historic archaeological sites and/or sacred sites in the Area of 
Potential of Effects (APE).

Background on Environmental Document Approval
SBCTA, in cooperation with the cities of Pomona, Montclair, Ontario, Rancho Cucamonga, and 
Fontana, proposed construction of the WVCC Project, a 35-mile-long bus rapid transit (BRT) 
Project.  The Project includes up to 60 station platforms at 33 locations/major intersections and 
associated improvements. The environmental review process for the proposed Project was 
completed in accordance with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) requirements, with a Notice of Availability and a digital copy 
of the Draft Environmental Impact Report (EIR)/Environmental Assessment (EA) was sent to all 
Native American and Tribal contacts during the public circulation period, from June 24 to 
August 8, 2019.  The Final EIR under CEQA and Findings of No Significant Impact (FONSI) 
under NEPA were completed in March 2020. SBCTA and participating cities identified 
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Alternative B (Full BRT with 3.5 miles of dedicated bus-only lanes on Holt Boulevard in 
Ontario) as the preferred alternative, as described below.  The SBCTA Board certified the Final 
EIR in May 2020 and the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) issued a FONSI for the Project 
shortly after the Final EIR was certified. Figure 1 presents the original feature map of the project.

Description of Preferred Alternative
Alternative B, the Preferred Alternative, includes the full 35-mile-long BRT corridor, which is 
comprised of the Phase I/Milliken Alignment, Phase II/ Haven Alignment, 3.5 miles of dedicated 
bus-only lanes in Ontario, and five center-running stations and 50 side-running stations at up to 
33 locations and major intersections.  The dedicated lanes segment includes two mixed-flow 
lanes and one transit lane in each direction and five center-running stations. To accommodate the 
dedicated lanes, roadway widening and additional utilities, such as electrical and fiber-optic 
lines, require permanent and temporary right of way acquisition and temporary construction 
easements.  A partial acquisition of land along the corridor is required to accommodate roadway 
reconfiguration and station construction, resulting in minor partial acquisitions of some parcels 
adjacent to the existing roadway.  In addition, some areas of the Project corridor would require 
reconfiguration, relocation, or extension of adjacent driveways, curbs, medians, sidewalks, 
parking lots, and local bus stops.

The proposed Project would be constructed in two phases, including Phase I/Milliken Alignment, 
from the Pomona Regional Transit Center to Victoria Gardens in Rancho Cucamonga, and Phase 
II/Haven Alignment, from Ontario International Airport to Kaiser Permanente Medical Center in 
Fontana.  Phase I is scheduled for completion in late 2023. Construction of Phase II/Haven 
Alignment is scheduled to occur after the completion of Phase I, when funding is available. 

Originally proposed, the Project’s bus fleet would be comprised of 60-foot-long articulated 
compressed natural gas (CNG) propulsion buses.  A new operations and maintenance (O&M) 
facility for light maintenance activities would be constructed as part of the proposed Project 
during the Phase I/Milliken Alignment.  As part of the environmental analysis, three potential 
sites in the City of Ontario were considered for the proposed new O&M facility, with Site 3, a 
parcel owned by the City of Ontario (1333 S. Bon View Avenue), selected as the preferred site 
as part of the CEQA/NEPA compliance process.

Subsequent to the environmental approval of the WVCC Project in 2020, SBCTA proceeded 
with design refinements and has now advanced to the 90% design milestone.  During this final 
design stage, SBCTA and Omnitrans identified changes which could be implemented to help 
achieve significant cost savings while adhering to the Project's original purpose and need.  With 
the proposed changes to the Project description as outlined below, SBCTA does not anticipate a 
change in the implementation schedule for Phase I/Milliken Alignment.  The Phase II/Haven 
Alignment would still occur after completion of Phase I, pending funding availability.
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Proposed Project Changes
The following paragraphs and the attached Figure 2 summarize the proposed changes to the 
WVCC Project description stated in the Final EIR/FONSI (March 2020).  

a. Change in Bus Type: SBCTA recently received a Transit and Intercity Rail Capital 
Program (TIRCP) funding award of $15 million administered by the California State 
Transportation Agency (CalSTA), for the purchase of zero-emission battery electric 
buses (BEB) for the WVC Project. Due to the unavailability of the 60-foot BEBs, 
SBCTA and Omnitrans concurred that 40-foot BEBs should be used to take advantage of 
available grant funding while still meeting the needs of the WVCC Project.  A total of 18 
BEBs will be purchased as part of Phase I operations. The use of 40-foot BEBs would 
change neither the purpose and need nor objectives of the WVCC Project as stated in the 
Final EIR/FONSI.  WVCC stations are being designed to accommodate the use of both 
40-foot and 60-foot buses to maintain future flexibility.

A study verified that the 40-foot BEB would provide the capacity needed for the 
anticipated number of passengers in the design year 2040.  A 40-foot BEB provides for 
30 to 32 seats, with an additional standing capacity for 37 persons, and a 67 to 69-person 
total bus capacity.  An analysis indicated both the average demand (15 passengers/vehicle 
in the peak hour) and bus load during the peak hour (20 passengers/vehicle) would not 
reach full occupancy capacity on the 40-foot BEB.  In sum, the 40-foot BEB will suffice 
for the projected passenger loads on this Project.

b. Change in O&M Facility Location and Charging Infrastructure: With use of 40-foot 
buses, it was determined Omnitrans’ existing West Valley Vehicle Maintenance Facility 
(WVVMF), located at 4748 E Arrow Highway, Montclair, currently used for light bus 
maintenance, could accommodate the 18 40-foot BEBs required for Phase I operations of 
the WVCC Project.  Under this updated proposal, the previously-approved new O&M 
facility at 1333 S. Bon View Avenue in Ontario would no longer be constructed as part of 
the Phase I/Milliken Alignment implementation, but could be constructed if needed to 
serve the maintenance needs of the expanded bus fleet as part of the Phase II/Haven 
Alignment. 

In order to use the existing WVVMF facility in Montclair as an O&M facility for the 
WVCC Project, some retrofits will be required, including electrical infrastructure 
upgrades and the installation of charging stations within the facility’s premises.  The use 
of 40-foot BEBs will also require the installation of on-route chargers at the Pomona 
Metrolink station.  However, there would be no change to the footprint of either station.  
The installation of the on-route chargers would occur concurrently with the WVC 
Project's station construction program.  No additional property acquisition is required to 
convert the existing WVVMF in Montclair to handle the new needs associated with 
implementation of the WVCC Project. 

The BRT buses that would go both to and from the proposed new O&M facility site in 
Montclair are expected to follow the current routes used by Omnitrans' local buses.  
Except for the proposed changes outlined above, all other WVCC Project elements as 
outlined in the 2020 FEIR/FONSI would remain the same.
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Cultural Resources Studies
Please see Attachment A for a narrative summary of past and current cultural resources 
investigations associated with the WVCC Project.  

Revised Area of Potential Effects (APE)
The APE is the geographic area or areas within which an undertaking may directly or indirectly 
cause changes in the character or use of historic properties, if such properties exist [36 CFR Part 
800.16(d)].  Based on the definition in the Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ) 
implementing regulations, 40 CFR § 1508.8(a)-(b), direct effects are caused by the action and 
occur at the same time and place. Indirect effects are caused by the action and are later in time or 
farther removed in distance, but are still reasonably foreseeable.  The consideration of direct 
effects and indirect effects may include, but are not limited to physical impacts, changes in 
visual, auditory, or seismic settings.

As a result of the proposed Project changes described above, the previously-approved 
archaeological and architecture/history APE is being revised and expanded to include the 
proposed use of the existing Omnitrans WVVMF site located at 4748 E Arrow Highway in 
Montclair. It is displayed on Sheet 47 of the revised APE map (Attachment B).  No additional 
changes in the previously-approved APE map have been made.  

The archaeological APE of the new O&M facility would encompass the area of 5.5 acres of the 
existing WVVMF.  All project activities related to the construction of the new O&M facility, 
including construction staging and equipment storing areas, are anticipated to be contained 
within the WVVMF parcel.  In order to use the existing WVVMF, site improvements and 
retrofits will be required, including electrical infrastructure upgrades and the installation of 
charging stations within the facility’s premises.  In terms of the vertical APE for the WVVMF, 
the maximum depth of ground disturbance is estimated to be 10 feet below current ground 
surface, for purposes of the infrastructure upgrade and charging station installation.  The utilities 
needed for the project will typically be built within a 2-3 foot depth. These expectations would 
be the same throughout the APE. 

The architecture/history portion of the APE for the proposed Project changes includes the 
existing WVVMF in Montclair as cited above as the archeological APE, but also any 
surrounding parcels which may contain built-environment resources that may experience indirect 
impacts from construction and operation (e.g., visual, noise, changes to setting) should historic 
properties exist.  At this time, based on the review of historic resources inventories, no additional 
historic sites have been identified near the proposed area of the existing WVVMF. The enclosed 
revised APE map (see sheet 47) depicts how the architecture/history APE has been expanded to 
include adjacent parcels with built-environment resources.

We will be preparing a Supplemental Historic Property Survey Report and Supplemental 
Archeological Survey Report to account for the changed Project description and revised APE, 
which will be transmitted to the State Historic Preservation Officer for concurrence.  

DRAFT



Previous Consultation 

The NAHC provided the names of 11 individuals or contacts representing 10 Native American 

tribal governments in its initial response to a search request of its Sacred Lands File in 2016 to 

which FTA subsequently sent Section 106 consultation invitation letters to all Native American 

contacts on August 10, 2016.  In response to a change in the WVCC Project, another request to 

the NAHC in 2018 yielded a list that expanded to 25 individuals or contacts representing 19 

Native American tribes, which to whom FTA sent to all a new consultation invitation letter, on 

May 21, 2018.  Two tribes requested formal consultation on the WVCC and FTA has continued 

consultation.  With the recent proposed Project modifications, as described earlier in this letter, 

we again requested from the NAHC a search of their Sacred Lands File and to provide us an 

updated Native American contact list. In a response dated May 13, 2021, the NAHC provided an 

updated list identifying 15 individuals representing 12 Native American tribes. FTA is sending a 

letter inviting consultation under Section 106 of the NHPA to all those identified in the most up-

to-date NAHC list.  

 

If you would like to consult on the WVC Project under Section of the NHPA, please respond 

within 30 days.  Please provide a designated lead contact person for the purposes of consultation.   

 

If you have any questions or comments, please contact Ms. Candice Hughes at (213) 629-8613, 

or by email at candice.hughes@dot.gov.    

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

Ray Tellis 

Regional Administrator 

 

Attachments:  

 

• Attachment A: Summary of Cultural Resources Investigations for the WVCC Project 

• Attachment B: Revised Project APE Map (showing the index mapbook sheet and the 

sheet covering the new O&M Facility in Montclair) 

• Figure 1: Original Project Map 

• Figure 2: Project Map with Proposed Changes 
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ATTACHMENT A 
 
 
Summary of Cultural Resources Investigations and Results for the WVCC Project 
 
To identify cultural resources that could be affected by the WVCC Project, investigations were 
conducted by the Secretary of Interior professionally qualified archaeologist and architectural 
historians for compliance with Section 106 of the NHPA and CEQA.  These cultural resource 
investigations included records searches with the South Central Coastal Information Center 
(SCCIC), Sacred Lands File (SLF) searches with the California Native American Heritage 
Commission (NAHC), a field survey of the APE, and preparation of an Archaeological Survey 
Report (ASR) and encompassed as part of the Historic Properties Survey Report (HPSR).  
 
A copy of the original Archaeological Survey Report is available for downloading at this link: 
www.gosbcta.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/20180701_RPT_WVC_Cultural-
Resources_02_ASR.pd.  
 
A Supplemental ASR and HPSR will be prepared to account for the WVC Project proposed 
changes to convert the Omnitrans facility in Montclair for BRT use.  
 
The initial records search, conducted in 2016, resulted in the identification of 91 previously 
recorded cultural resources, 70 of which are outside the APE but within a 0.25-mile radius of the 
APE and 21 of which are located within the APE.  Resources outside of the APE are primarily 
comprised of historic built environment resources.  Out of the 21 previously recorded resources 
located within the APE, only 2 are archaeological resources, one of which was a Craftsman 
bungalow that no longer exists, and the other is the National Old Trails Road/Route 66 (now 
Foothill Boulevard in the City of Fontana).  Following the addition of the Milliken Alignment 
alternative to the APE, a supplemental records search was completed in October 2017; there 
were no additional previously documented resources identified within 0.25 mile of the added 
alignment. On February 21, 2018, another records search was completed for the then-proposed 
O&M facility in Ontario.  The search indicated that there were no previously-recorded cultural 
resources within 0.25 mile of the three adjacent locations considered for the O&M facility in 
Ontario. More recently, due to the WVCC Project proposed conversion of Omnitrans' existing 
bus maintenance facility at 4748 E Arrow Highway, Montclair, to an O&M facility for BRT 
buses, on May 17, 2021, the SCCIC conducted an updated records search within 0.25-mile radius 
of the facility.  There were two additional previously-recorded cultural resources identified to be 
located approximately 0.25 mile from Omnitrans' parcel.  Both are considered to be historic 
resources and are non-archaeological in nature: “Rock Houses” or “Russian Village (P-19-
180776) and earthen flood control features (P-19-180776). The records search did not indicate 
any known resources are located within the additional APE.  
 
A search of the Sacred Lands File was conducted by the NAHC in March 2016, October 2017, 
February 2018, and most recently, with the proposed Project changes to the Montclair facility, 
May 13, 2021, all of which were negative.  
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During the archaeological field surveys and investigations conducted for the WVCC Project 
undertaken between July 2016 and May 21, 2021, a total of 13 archaeological resources were 
identified within the project APE, including 2 previously recorded resources and 11 newly 
identified historic-era sites, all of them consisting of historic-age (i.e., 50 years old or older) 
structures, structural remains, and associated debris.  One of the previously recorded resources 
and all 11 newly identified sites were recorded and evaluated as not eligible for inclusion in the 
National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) or California Register of Historic Resources 
(CRHR). The remaining resource, the previously-recorded National Old Trails Road/Route 66 
(P-36-002910), is listed in the NRHP and is eligible for the CRHR.  In addition, of the 496 
parcels within the APE for the WVCC Project, 163 of which contained buildings, groups of 
buildings, or structures that were constructed in or before 1968, for which evaluations were 
prepared, the State Historic Preservation Officer concurred with FTA's finding on August 7, 
2018, that all the previously mentioned sites and buildings were ineligible for listing in the 
NRHP, with the exception of the following historic properties: 
 

o Five (5) historic properties were identified which were previously listed or determined 
eligible for listing in NRHP: Southern Pacific Railroad Depot (P-19-189200; 100 W. 
Commercial Street, Pomona); Lincoln Park Historic District, Pomona; Euclid 
Avenue/State Route 83 (P-36-015982, Upland and Ontario)); National Old Trails 
Road/Historic Route 66 (P-36-002910; CA-SBR-2910H); Malaga Underpass Bridge (P-
36-015397; Fontana). 
 

o Four (4) historic properties have been determined eligible for the NRHP as part of the 
survey conducted for the WVC Project: Vince's Spaghetti (1206 W. Holt Boulevard, 
Ontario); A.C. Moorhead House (961 W. Holt Boulevard, Ontario); The Grinder Haven 
(724 W. Holt Boulevard, Ontario), and Jacob Lerch House (541 E. Holt Boulevard, 
Ontario).  

 
In accordance with 36 CFR § 800.5, FTA applied the criteria for adverse effect on these nine 
historic properties and submitted a Finding of Effect documentation in consultation with SHPO 
and determined that with certain mitigations and protections applied, the WVCC would not have 
an adverse effect on any property.  On March 19, 2020, the SHPO staff expressed they did not 
object to that determination.  Those detailed stipulations are available for review in the summary 
mitigation contained in the FEIR/FONSI (2020).     
 
In compliance of the recommended mitigation measures for the WVCC Project, FTA prepared a 
draft Cultural Resources Monitoring and Mitigation Plan (CRMMP), which incorporates 
recommendations from tribes with whom we have consulted under Section 106 of the NHPA.  
That document, which will be updated to encompass any new mitigation resulting from the on-
going Native American and tribal consultation carried out under Section 106 (and by SBCTA 
under AB 52 as a separate consultation process), details the mitigation and monitoring protocols 
established for ground-disturbing aspects the WVCC Project.     
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Figure 1: Original Project Map (Final EIR/FONSI, March 2020) DRAFT



 

 

 
Figure 2: Project Map with Proposed Changes DRAFT



1170 W. 3rd Street, 2nd Floor
San Bernardino, CA 92410-1715

June 4, 2021

Andrew Salas, Chairperson

Gabrielino Band of Mission Indians – Kizh Nation

P.O. Box 393

Covina, CA 91723

Subject: Consultation under PRC § 21080.3.1 and AB 52 for the West Valley Connector

Project, Los Angeles and San Bernardino Counties, California

Dear Chairperson Salas:

The San Bernardino County Transportation Authority (SBCTA) is writing to continue

consultation under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), specifically Public

Resources Code (PRC) § 21080.3.1 and AB 52 on the proposed construction of the West Valley

Connector Project (the WVC Project), a 35-mile-long bus rapid transit (BRT) project. Parsons,

on behalf of Omnitrans (the former CEQA lead agency) sent the formal notification to your

government about the proposed Project in May 2016 and SBCTA sent a notification in April

2018 following changes in the Project. We consulted with the tribe in 2018 and continued

consultation in 2019. The information below provides an update on the status of the approved

project, a description of some modifications to the project description, and a recap of the results

of cultural resources investigations that have been conducted, including the identification of

prehistoric and historic archaeological sites and/or sacred sites in the Area of Potential of Effects

(APE).

Background on Environmental Document Approval
SBCTA, in cooperation with the cities of Pomona, Montclair, Ontario, Rancho Cucamonga, and

Fontana, and the Federal Transit Administration (FTA), has proposed construction of the WVC

Project, a 35-mile-long bus rapid transit (BRT) Project. The Project includes up to 60 station

platforms at 33 locations/major intersections and associated improvements. The environmental

review process for the proposed Project was completed in accordance with CEQA and National

Environmental Policy Act requirements, with a Notice of Availability and digital copy of the

Draft Environmental Impact Report/Environmental Assessment (EIR/EA) having been sent to all

Native American and Tribal contacts during the public circulation period, from June 24 to

August 8, 2019. The Final EIR under CEQA and Findings of No Significant Impact (FONSI)

under NEPA were completed in March 2020. SBCTA and participating cities identified

Alternative B (Full BRT with 3.5 miles of dedicated bus-only lanes on Holt Boulevard in

Ontario) as the preferred alternative, as described below. The SBCTA Board certified the Final

EIR in May 2020 and FTA issued a FONSI for the Project shortly after the Final EIR was

certified. Figure 1 (Attachment B) presents the original feature map of the project.
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Description of Preferred Alternative
Alternative B, the Preferred Alternative, includes the full 35-mile-long BRT corridor, which is

comprised of the Phase I/Milliken Alignment, Phase II/ Haven Alignment, 3.5 miles of dedicated

bus-only lanes in Ontario, and five center-running stations and 50 side-running stations at up to

33 locations/ major intersections. The dedicated lanes segment includes two mixed-flow lanes

and one transit lane in each direction and five center-running stations. To accommodate the

dedicated lanes, roadway widening and additional utilities, such as electrical and fiber-optic

lines, require permanent and temporary right of way acquisition and temporary construction

easements. A partial acquisition of land along the corridor is required to accommodate roadway

reconfiguration and station construction, resulting in minor partial acquisitions of some parcels

adjacent to the existing roadway. In addition, some areas of the Project corridor would require

reconfiguration, relocation, or extension of adjacent driveways, curbs, medians, sidewalks,

parking lots, and local bus stops.

The proposed Project would be constructed in two phases, including Phase I/Milliken Alignment,

from the Pomona Regional Transit Center to Victoria Gardens in Rancho Cucamonga, and Phase

II/Haven Alignment, from Ontario International Airport to Kaiser Permanente Medical Center in

Fontana. Phase I is scheduled for completion in late 2023. Construction of Phase II/Haven

Alignment is scheduled to occur after the completion of Phase I, when funding is available.

As originally proposed, the Project’s bus fleet would be comprised of 60-foot-long articulated

compressed natural gas (CNG) propulsion buses. A new operations and maintenance (O&M)

facility for light maintenance activities would be constructed as part of the proposed Project

during the Phase I/Milliken Alignment. As part of the environmental analysis, three potential

sites in the City of Ontario were considered for the proposed new O&M facility, with Site 3, a

parcel owned by the City of Ontario (1333 S. Bon View Avenue), selected as the preferred site

as part of the CEQA/NEPA compliance process.

Subsequent to the environmental approval of the WVC Project in 2020, as described earlier,

SBCTA proceeded with design refinements and has now advanced to the 90% design milestone.

During the final design stage, SBCTA and Omnitrans identified some changes could be

implemented to help achieve significant cost savings while adhering to the Project's original

purpose and need. With the proposed changes to the Project description as outlined below,

SBCTA does not anticipate a change in the implementation schedule for Phase I/Milliken

Alignment. The Phase II/Haven Alignment would still occur after completion of Phase I,

pending funding availability.

Proposed Project Changes
The following paragraphs and the attached Figure 2 (Attachment B) summarize the proposed

changes to the WVC Project description stated in the Final EIR/FONSI (March 2020).

a. Change in Bus Type

SBCTA recently received a Transit and Intercity Rail Capital Program (TIRCP) funding award

of $15 million administered by the California State Transportation Agency (CalSTA), for the

purchase of zero-emission battery electric buses (BEB) for the WVC Project. Due to the

unavailability of the 60-foot BEBs, SBCTA and Omnitrans concurred that 40-foot BEBs should
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be used to take advantage of available grant funding while still meeting the needs of the WVC

Project.  A total of 18 BEBs will be purchased as part of Phase I operations. The use of 40-foot

BEBs would change neither the purpose and need nor objectives of the WVC Project as stated in

the Final EIR/FONSI. WVC stations are being designed to accommodate the use of both 40-foot

and 60-foot buses to maintain future flexibility.

A study verified that the 40-foot BEB would provide the capacity needed for the anticipated

number of passengers in the design year 2040. A 40-foot BEB provides for 30 to 32 seats, with

an additional standing capacity for 37 persons, and a 67 to 69-person total bus capacity. An

analysis indicated both the average demand (15 passengers/vehicle in the peak hour) and bus

load during the peak hour (20 passengers/vehicle) would not reach full occupancy capacity on

the 40-foot BEB. In sum, the 40-foot BEB will suffice for the projected passenger loads on this

Project.

b. Change in O&M Facility Location and Charging Infrastructure

With use of 40-foot buses, it was determined Omnitrans’ existing West Valley Vehicle

Maintenance Facility (WVVMF), located at 4748 E Arrow Highway, Montclair, currently used

for light bus maintenance, could accommodate the 18 40-foot BEBs required for Phase I

operations of the WVC Project. Under this updated proposal, the previously-approved new O&M

facility at 1333 S. Bon View Avenue in Ontario would no longer be constructed as part of the

Phase I/Milliken Alignment implementation, but could be constructed if needed to serve the

maintenance needs of the expanded bus fleet as part of the Phase II/Haven Alignment.

In order to use the existing WVVMF facility in Montclair as an O&M facility for the WVC

Project, some retrofits will be required, including electrical infrastructure upgrades and the

installation of charging stations within the facility’s premises. The use of 40-foot BEBs will also

require the installation of on-route chargers at the Pomona Metrolink station. However, there

would be no change to the footprint of either station. The installation of the on-route chargers

would occur concurrently with the WVC Project's station construction program. No additional

property acquisition is required to convert the existing WV vehicle maintenance facility in

Montclair to handle the new needs associated with implementation of the WVC Project.

The BRT buses that would go both to and from the proposed new O&M facility site in Montclair

are expected to follow the current routes used by Omnitrans' local buses. Except for the proposed

changes outlined above, all other WVC Project elements as outlined in the 2020 FEIR/FONSI

would remain the same.

Cultural Resources Studies
Please see Attachment A for a narrative summary of past and current cultural resources

investigations associated with the WVC Project. Attachment B contains project figures.

Revised Area of Potential Effects (APE)

The APE is the geographic area or areas within which an undertaking (or Project) may directly or

indirectly cause changes in the character or use of historic properties, if such properties exist [36

CFR § 800.16(d)]. Based on the definition in the Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ)

implementing regulations, 40 CFR § 1508.8(a)-(b), direct effects are caused by the action and
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occur at the same time and place. Indirect effects are caused by the action and are later in time or

farther removed in distance, but are still reasonably foreseeable. The consideration of direct

effects and indirect effects may include, but are not limited to physical impacts, changes in

visual, auditory, or seismic settings.

As a result of the proposed Project changes described above, the previously-approved

archaeological and architecture/history APE is being revised and expanded to include the

proposed use of the existing Omnitrans WVVMF, located at 4748 E Arrow Highway in

Montclair, and as displayed in Figure 3 (Attachment B).  No additional changes in the

previously-approved APE map have been made.

The archaeological APE of the new O&M facility would encompass the area of 5.5 acres of the

existing WVVMF. All project activities related to the construction of the new O&M facility,

including construction staging and equipment storing areas, are anticipated to be contained

within the WCCMF parcel. In order to use the existing WVVMF, site improvements and retrofits

will be required, including electrical infrastructure upgrades and the installation of charging

stations within the facility’s premises. In terms of the vertical APE for the O&M facility, the

maximum depth of ground disturbance is estimated to be 10 feet below current ground surface,

for purposes of the infrastructure upgrade and charging station installation. The utilities needed

for the project will typically be built within a 2-3 foot depth. These requirements would be the

same for each area.

The architecture/history portion of the APE for the proposed Project changes includes the

existing O&M facility in Montclair as cited above as the archeological APE, but also any

surrounding parcels which may contain built-environment resources that may experience indirect

impacts from construction and operation of the new O&M facility (e.g., visual, noise, changes to

setting) should historic properties exist. At this time, based on the review of historic resources

inventories, no historic sites have been identified. The enclosed close-up APE figure depicts how

the architecture/history APE has been expanded to include adjacent parcels with built-

environment resources.

We will be preparing a Supplemental Historic Property Survey Report and Supplemental

Archeological Survey Report to account for the changed Project description and revised APE,

which will be transmitted to the State Historic Preservation Officer for concurrence under

Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act.

We appreciate your Tribal Government's continued interest in the WVC Project and we thank

you for continuing consultation pursuant to PRC § 21080.3.1 and AB 52. We look forward to

receiving any comments you may have. If you have any questions or comments, please contact

me at the address below, or via email at vlopez@gosbbcta.com. If you have any questions, I can

be reached at 909-884-8276.
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Sincerely,

Carrie Schindler on behalf of

Victor Lopez, PE

Program Manager, Transit & Rail Programs

SBCTA

1170 W. 3rd Street, 2nd Floor

San Bernardino, CA. 92410-1715

Attachments:

Attachment A: Summary of Cultural Resources Investigations for the WVC Project

Attachment B: Exhibits

Figure 1, Original Project Map

Figure 2, Project Map with Proposed Changes

Figure 3, Revised APE Incorporating in Montclair's Proposed WVVMF Conversion
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ATTACHMENT A 
 
 
Summary of Cultural Resources Investigations and Results for the WVC Project 
 
To identify cultural resources that could be affected by the WVC Project, investigations were 
conducted by the Secretary of Interior professionally qualified archaeologist and architectural 
historians for compliance with Section 106 of the NHPA and CEQA. These cultural resource 
investigations included records searches with the South Central Coastal Information Center 
(SCCIC), Sacred Lands File (SLF) searches with the California Native American Heritage 
Commission (NAHC), a field survey of the APE, and preparation of an Archaeological 
Survey Report (ASR) and encompassed as part of the Historic Properties Survey Report 
(HPSR). A copy of the original Archaeological Survey Report is available for downloading 
at this link: www.gosbcta.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/20180701_RPT_WVC_Cultural-
Resources_02_ASR.pd. A Supplemental ASR and HPSR will be prepared to account for the 
WVC Project proposed changes to convert the Omnitrans facility in Montclair for BRT use.  
 
The initial records search, conducted in 2016, resulted in the identification of 91 previously 
recorded cultural resources, 70 of which are outside the APE but within a 0.25-mile radius of 
the APE and 21 of which are located within the APE. Resources outside of the APE are 
primarily comprised of historic built environment resources. Out of the 21 previously 
recorded resources located within the APE, only 2 are archaeological resources, one of which 
was a Craftsman bungalow that no longer exists, and the other is the National Old Trails 
Road/Route 66 (now Foothill Boulevard in the City of Fontana). Following the addition of 
the Milliken Alignment alternative to the APE, a supplemental records search was completed 
in October 2017; there were no additional previously documented resources identified within 
0.25 mile of the added alignment. On February 21, 2018, another records search was 
completed for the then-proposed O&M facility in Ontario. The search indicated that there 
were no previously-recorded cultural resources within 0.25 mile of the three adjacent 
locations considered for the O&M facility in Ontario. More recently, due to the WVC Project 
proposed conversion of Omnitrans' existing bus maintenance facility at 4748 E Arrow 
Highway, Montclair, to an O&M facility for BRT purposes, on May 17, 2021, the SCCIC 
conducted an updated records search within 0.25-mile radius of the facility. There were two 
additional previously-recorded cultural resources identified to be located approximately 0.25 
mile from the Omnitrans parcel, both of a historic nature and non-archaeological in nature. 
The records search did not indicate any resources were located within the additional APE.  
 
A search of the Sacred Lands File was conducted by the NAHC in March 2016, October 
2017, February 2018, and most recently, with the proposed Project changes to the existing 
Montclair facility, May 13, 2021, all of which were negative.  
 
During the archaeological field surveys and investigations conducted for the WVC Project 
undertaken between July 2016 and May 21, 2021, the latter date which included the 
Omnitrans parcel in Montclair, a total of 13 archaeological resources were identified within 
the project APE, including 2 previously recorded resources and 11 newly identified historic-
era sites, all of them consisting of historic-age (i.e., 50 years old or older) structures, 
structural remains, and associated debris. One of the previously recorded resources and all 11 
newly identified sites were recorded and evaluated as not eligible for inclusion in the 
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National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) or California Register of Historic Resources 
(CRHR). The remaining resource, the previously-recorded National Old Trails Road/Route 
66 (P-36-002910), is listed in the NRHP and is eligible for the CRHR. In addition, of the 496 
parcels within the APE for the WVC Project, 163 of which contained buildings, groups of 
buildings, or structures that were constructed in or before 1968, for which evaluations were 
prepared, the State Historic Preservation Officer concurred with FTA's finding on August 7, 
2018, that all the previously mentioned sites and buildings were ineligible for listing in the 
NRHP, with the exception of the following historic properties: 
 

o Five (5) historic properties were identified which were already listed or determined 
eligible for listing in NRHP through previous Section 106 review: Southern Pacific 
Railroad Depot (P-19-189200; 100 W. Commercial Street, Pomona); Lincoln Park 
Historic District, Pomona; Euclid Avenue/State Route 83 (P-36-015982, Upland and 
Ontario)); National Old Trails Road/Historic Route 66 (P-36-002910; CA-SBR-
2910H); Malaga Underpass Bridge (P-36-015397; Fontana). 
 

o Four (4) historic properties have been determined eligible for the NRHP as part of the 
survey conducted for the WVC Project: Vince's Spaghetti (1206 W. Holt Boulevard, 
Ontario); A.C. Moorhead House (961 W. Holt Boulevard, Ontario); The Grinder 
Haven (724 W. Holt Boulevard, Ontario), and Jacob Lerch House (541 E. Holt 
Boulevard, Ontario).  

 
In accordance with 36 CFR § 800.5, FTA applied the criteria for adverse effect on these nine 
historic properties and submitted a Finding of Effect documentation in consultation with 
SHPO and determined that with certain mitigations and protections applied, the WVC would 
not have an adverse effect on any property. On March 19, 2020, the SHPO staff expressed 
they did not object to that determination. Those detailed stipulations are available for review 
in the summary mitigation contained in the FEIR/FONSI (2020).     
 
As part of the project, SBCTA and FTA prepared a draft Cultural Resources Monitoring and 
Mitigation Plan (CRMMP), which was subsequently revised to incorporate recommendations 
from two tribes. That document, which will be updated to encompass any new mitigation 
resulting from the on-going Native American and tribal consultation carried out under AB 52 
and/or Section 106 on the proposed project changes discussed in the foregoing letter, details 
the mitigation and monitoring protocols established for ground-disturbing aspects of the 
WVC Project.    
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Figure 1: Original Project Map (Final EIR/FONSI, March 2020) DRAFT



 

 

 
Figure 2: Project Map with Proposed Changes DRAFT



 

 

Figure 3/1 Index of the Revised APE Map 
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Figure 3/2 APE Map of the new O&M Facility area in Montclair 
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1170 W. 3rd Street, 2nd Floor
San Bernardino, CA 92410-1715

June 4, 2021

Jeff Grubbe, Chairperson

Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians

5401 Dinah Shore Drive

Palm Springs, CA 92264

Subject: Consultation under PRC § 21080.3.1 and AB 52 for the West Valley Connector

Project, Los Angeles and San Bernardino Counties, California

Dear Chairperson Grubbe:

The San Bernardino County Transportation Authority (SBCTA) is writing to provide notice

under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), specifically Public Resources Code

(PRC) § 21080.3.1 and AB 52, to consult on the proposed construction of the West Valley

Connector Project (the WVC Project), a 35-mile-long bus rapid transit (BRT) project. Formal

consultation notices have been provided on the WVC Project to Native American contacts

provided by the Native American Heritage Committee (NAHC) in 2016 and 2018. The

information below provides an update on the status of the approved project, a description of

some modifications to the project description, and a recap of the results of cultural resources

investigations that have been conducted, including the identification of prehistoric and historic

archaeological sites and/or sacred sites in the Area of Potential of Effects (APE).

Background on Environmental Document Approval
SBCTA, in cooperation with the cities of Pomona, Montclair, Ontario, Rancho Cucamonga, and

Fontana, and the Federal Transit Administration (FTA), has proposed construction of the WVC

Project, a 35-mile-long bus rapid transit (BRT) Project. The Project includes up to 60 station

platforms at 33 locations/major intersections and associated improvements. The environmental

review process for the proposed Project was completed in accordance with CEQA and National

Environmental Policy Act requirements, with a Notice of Availability and digital copy of the

Draft Environmental Impact Report/Environmental Assessment (EIR/EA) having been sent to all

Native American and Tribal contacts during the public circulation period, from June 24 to

August 8, 2019. The Final EIR under CEQA and Findings of No Significant Impact (FONSI)

under NEPA were completed in March 2020. SBCTA and participating cities identified

Alternative B (Full BRT with 3.5 miles of dedicated bus-only lanes on Holt Boulevard in

Ontario) as the preferred alternative, as described below. The SBCTA Board certified the Final

EIR in May 2020 and FTA issued a FONSI for the Project shortly after the Final EIR was

certified. Figure 1 (Attachment B) presents the original feature map of the project.
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Description of Preferred Alternative
Alternative B, the Preferred Alternative, includes the full 35-mile-long BRT corridor, which is

comprised of the Phase I/Milliken Alignment, Phase II/ Haven Alignment, 3.5 miles of dedicated

bus-only lanes in Ontario, and five center-running stations and 50 side-running stations at up to

33 locations/ major intersections. The dedicated lanes segment includes two mixed-flow lanes

and one transit lane in each direction and five center-running stations. To accommodate the

dedicated lanes, roadway widening and additional utilities, such as electrical and fiber-optic

lines, require permanent and temporary right of way acquisition and temporary construction

easements. A partial acquisition of land along the corridor is required to accommodate roadway

reconfiguration and station construction, resulting in minor partial acquisitions of some parcels

adjacent to the existing roadway. In addition, some areas of the Project corridor would require

reconfiguration, relocation, or extension of adjacent driveways, curbs, medians, sidewalks,

parking lots, and local bus stops.

The proposed Project would be constructed in two phases, including Phase I/Milliken Alignment,

from the Pomona Regional Transit Center to Victoria Gardens in Rancho Cucamonga, and Phase

II/Haven Alignment, from Ontario International Airport to Kaiser Permanente Medical Center in

Fontana. Phase I is scheduled for completion in late 2023. Construction of Phase II/Haven

Alignment is scheduled to occur after the completion of Phase I, when funding is available.

As originally proposed, the Project’s bus fleet would be comprised of 60-foot-long articulated

compressed natural gas (CNG) propulsion buses. A new operations and maintenance (O&M)

facility for light maintenance activities would be constructed as part of the proposed Project

during the Phase I/Milliken Alignment. As part of the environmental analysis, three potential

sites in the City of Ontario were considered for the proposed new O&M facility, with Site 3, a

parcel owned by the City of Ontario (1333 S. Bon View Avenue), selected as the preferred site

as part of the CEQA/NEPA compliance process.

Subsequent to the environmental approval of the WVC Project in 2020, as described earlier,

SBCTA proceeded with design refinements and has now advanced to the 90% design milestone.

During the final design stage, SBCTA and Omnitrans identified some changes could be

implemented to help achieve significant cost savings while adhering to the Project's original

purpose and need. With the proposed changes to the Project description as outlined below,

SBCTA does not anticipate a change in the implementation schedule for Phase I/Milliken

Alignment. The Phase II/Haven Alignment would still occur after completion of Phase I,

pending funding availability.

Proposed Project Changes
The following paragraphs and the attached Figure 2 (Attachment B) summarize the proposed

changes to the WVC Project description stated in the Final EIR/FONSI (March 2020).

a. Change in Bus Type

SBCTA recently received a Transit and Intercity Rail Capital Program (TIRCP) funding award

of $15 million administered by the California State Transportation Agency (CalSTA), for the

purchase of zero-emission battery electric buses (BEB) for the WVC Project. Due to the

unavailability of the 60-foot BEBs, SBCTA and Omnitrans concurred that 40-foot BEBs should
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be used to take advantage of available grant funding while still meeting the needs of the WVC

Project.  A total of 18 BEBs will be purchased as part of Phase I operations. The use of 40-foot

BEBs would change neither the purpose and need nor objectives of the WVC Project as stated in

the Final EIR/FONSI. WVC stations are being designed to accommodate the use of both 40-foot

and 60-foot buses to maintain future flexibility.

A study verified that the 40-foot BEB would provide the capacity needed for the anticipated

number of passengers in the design year 2040. A 40-foot BEB provides for 30 to 32 seats, with

an additional standing capacity for 37 persons, and a 67 to 69-person total bus capacity. An

analysis indicated both the average demand (15 passengers/vehicle in the peak hour) and bus

load during the peak hour (20 passengers/vehicle) would not reach full occupancy capacity on

the 40-foot BEB. In sum, the 40-foot BEB will suffice for the projected passenger loads on this

Project.

b. Change in O&M Facility Location and Charging Infrastructure

With use of 40-foot buses, it was determined Omnitrans’ existing West Valley Vehicle

Maintenance Facility (WVVMF), located at 4748 E Arrow Highway, Montclair, currently used

for light bus maintenance, could accommodate the 18 40-foot BEBs required for Phase I

operations of the WVC Project. Under this updated proposal, the previously-approved new O&M

facility at 1333 S. Bon View Avenue in Ontario would no longer be constructed as part of the

Phase I/Milliken Alignment implementation, but could be constructed if needed to serve the

maintenance needs of the expanded bus fleet as part of the Phase II/Haven Alignment.

In order to use the existing WVVMF facility in Montclair as an O&M facility for the WVC

Project, some retrofits will be required, including electrical infrastructure upgrades and the

installation of charging stations within the facility’s premises. The use of 40-foot BEBs will also

require the installation of on-route chargers at the Pomona Metrolink station. However, there

would be no change to the footprint of either station. The installation of the on-route chargers

would occur concurrently with the WVC Project's station construction program. No additional

property acquisition is required to convert the existing WV vehicle maintenance facility in

Montclair to handle the new needs associated with implementation of the WVC Project.

The BRT buses that would go both to and from the proposed new O&M facility site in Montclair

are expected to follow the current routes used by Omnitrans' local buses. Except for the proposed

changes outlined above, all other WVC Project elements as outlined in the 2020 FEIR/FONSI

would remain the same.

Cultural Resources Studies
Please see Attachment A for a narrative summary of past and current cultural resources

investigations associated with the WVC Project. Attachment B contains project figures.

Revised Area of Potential Effects (APE)

The APE is the geographic area or areas within which an undertaking (or Project) may directly or

indirectly cause changes in the character or use of historic properties, if such properties exist [36

CFR § 800.16(d)]. Based on the definition in the Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ)

implementing regulations, 40 CFR § 1508.8(a)-(b), direct effects are caused by the action and
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occur at the same time and place. Indirect effects are caused by the action and are later in time or

farther removed in distance, but are still reasonably foreseeable. The consideration of direct

effects and indirect effects may include, but are not limited to physical impacts, changes in

visual, auditory, or seismic settings.

As a result of the proposed Project changes described above, the previously-approved

archaeological and architecture/history APE is being revised and expanded to include the

proposed use of the existing Omnitrans WVVMF, located at 4748 E Arrow Highway in

Montclair, and as displayed in Figure 3 (Attachment B).  No additional changes in the

previously-approved APE map have been made.

The archaeological APE of the new O&M facility would encompass the area of 5.5 acres of the

existing WVVMF. All project activities related to the construction of the new O&M facility,

including construction staging and equipment storing areas, are anticipated to be contained

within the WCCMF parcel. In order to use the existing WVVMF, site improvements and retrofits

will be required, including electrical infrastructure upgrades and the installation of charging

stations within the facility’s premises. In terms of the vertical APE for the O&M facility, the

maximum depth of ground disturbance is estimated to be 10 feet below current ground surface,

for purposes of the infrastructure upgrade and charging station installation. The utilities needed

for the project will typically be built within a 2-3 foot depth. These requirements would be the

same for each area.

The architecture/history portion of the APE for the proposed Project changes includes the

existing O&M facility in Montclair as cited above as the archeological APE, but also any

surrounding parcels which may contain built-environment resources that may experience indirect

impacts from construction and operation of the new O&M facility (e.g., visual, noise, changes to

setting) should historic properties exist. At this time, based on the review of historic resources

inventories, no historic sites have been identified. The enclosed close-up APE figure depicts how

the architecture/history APE has been expanded to include adjacent parcels with built-

environment resources.

We will be preparing a Supplemental Historic Property Survey Report and Supplemental

Archeological Survey Report to account for the changed Project description and revised APE,

which will be transmitted to the State Historic Preservation Officer for concurrence under

Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act.

If you would like to consult under PRC § 21080.3.1 and AB 52, please be aware that you have

30 calendar days from receipt of this letter to notify us in writing that you wish to consult on this

Project. Please provide the lead contact person's contact information and mail your request to me

at the address below, or via email at vlopez@gosbbcta.com. If you have any questions, I can be

reached at 909-884-8276.
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Sincerely,

Carrie Schindler on behalf of

Victor Lopez, PE

Program Manager, Transit & Rail Programs

SBCTA

1170 W. 3rd Street, 2nd Floor

San Bernardino, CA. 92410-1715

Attachments:

Attachment A: Summary of Cultural Resources Investigations for the WVC Project

Attachment B: Exhibits

Figure 1, Original Project Map

Figure 2, Project Map with Proposed Changes

Figure 3, Revised APE Incorporating Proposed WVVMF Conversion in Montclair
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ATTACHMENT A 
 
 
Summary of Cultural Resources Investigations and Results for the WVC Project 
 
To identify cultural resources that could be affected by the WVC Project, investigations were 
conducted by the Secretary of Interior professionally qualified archaeologist and architectural 
historians for compliance with Section 106 of the NHPA and CEQA. These cultural resource 
investigations included records searches with the South Central Coastal Information Center 
(SCCIC), Sacred Lands File (SLF) searches with the California Native American Heritage 
Commission (NAHC), a field survey of the APE, and preparation of an Archaeological 
Survey Report (ASR) and encompassed as part of the Historic Properties Survey Report 
(HPSR). A copy of the original Archaeological Survey Report is available for downloading 
at this link: www.gosbcta.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/20180701_RPT_WVC_Cultural-
Resources_02_ASR.pd. A Supplemental ASR and HPSR will be prepared to account for the 
WVC Project proposed changes to convert the Omnitrans facility in Montclair for BRT use.  
 
The initial records search, conducted in 2016, resulted in the identification of 91 previously 
recorded cultural resources, 70 of which are outside the APE but within a 0.25-mile radius of 
the APE and 21 of which are located within the APE. Resources outside of the APE are 
primarily comprised of historic built environment resources. Out of the 21 previously 
recorded resources located within the APE, only 2 are archaeological resources, one of which 
was a Craftsman bungalow that no longer exists, and the other is the National Old Trails 
Road/Route 66 (now Foothill Boulevard in the City of Fontana). Following the addition of 
the Milliken Alignment alternative to the APE, a supplemental records search was completed 
in October 2017; there were no additional previously documented resources identified within 
0.25 mile of the added alignment. On February 21, 2018, another records search was 
completed for the then-proposed O&M facility in Ontario. The search indicated that there 
were no previously-recorded cultural resources within 0.25 mile of the three adjacent 
locations considered for the O&M facility in Ontario. More recently, due to the WVC Project 
proposed conversion of Omnitrans' existing bus maintenance facility at 4748 E Arrow 
Highway, Montclair, to an O&M facility for BRT purposes, on May 17, 2021, the SCCIC 
conducted an updated records search within 0.25-mile radius of the facility. There were two 
additional previously-recorded cultural resources identified to be located approximately 0.25 
mile from the Omnitrans parcel, both of a historic nature and non-archaeological in nature. 
The records search did not indicate any resources were located within the additional APE.  
 
A search of the Sacred Lands File was conducted by the NAHC in March 2016, October 
2017, February 2018, and most recently, with the proposed Project changes to the existing 
Montclair facility, May 13, 2021, all of which were negative.  
 
During the archaeological field surveys and investigations conducted for the WVC Project 
undertaken between July 2016 and May 21, 2021, the latter date which included the 
Omnitrans parcel in Montclair, a total of 13 archaeological resources were identified within 
the project APE, including 2 previously recorded resources and 11 newly identified historic-
era sites, all of them consisting of historic-age (i.e., 50 years old or older) structures, 
structural remains, and associated debris. One of the previously recorded resources and all 11 
newly identified sites were recorded and evaluated as not eligible for inclusion in the 
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National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) or California Register of Historic Resources 
(CRHR). The remaining resource, the previously-recorded National Old Trails Road/Route 
66 (P-36-002910), is listed in the NRHP and is eligible for the CRHR. In addition, of the 496 
parcels within the APE for the WVC Project, 163 of which contained buildings, groups of 
buildings, or structures that were constructed in or before 1968, for which evaluations were 
prepared, the State Historic Preservation Officer concurred with FTA's finding on August 7, 
2018, that all the previously mentioned sites and buildings were ineligible for listing in the 
NRHP, with the exception of the following historic properties: 
 

o Five (5) historic properties were identified which were already listed or determined 
eligible for listing in NRHP through previous Section 106 review: Southern Pacific 
Railroad Depot (P-19-189200; 100 W. Commercial Street, Pomona); Lincoln Park 
Historic District, Pomona; Euclid Avenue/State Route 83 (P-36-015982, Upland and 
Ontario)); National Old Trails Road/Historic Route 66 (P-36-002910; CA-SBR-
2910H); Malaga Underpass Bridge (P-36-015397; Fontana). 
 

o Four (4) historic properties have been determined eligible for the NRHP as part of the 
survey conducted for the WVC Project: Vince's Spaghetti (1206 W. Holt Boulevard, 
Ontario); A.C. Moorhead House (961 W. Holt Boulevard, Ontario); The Grinder 
Haven (724 W. Holt Boulevard, Ontario), and Jacob Lerch House (541 E. Holt 
Boulevard, Ontario).  

 
In accordance with 36 CFR § 800.5, FTA applied the criteria for adverse effect on these nine 
historic properties and submitted a Finding of Effect documentation in consultation with 
SHPO and determined that with certain mitigations and protections applied, the WVC would 
not have an adverse effect on any property. On March 19, 2020, the SHPO staff expressed 
they did not object to that determination. Those detailed stipulations are available for review 
in the summary mitigation contained in the FEIR/FONSI (2020).     
 
As part of the project, SBCTA and FTA prepared a draft Cultural Resources Monitoring and 
Mitigation Plan (CRMMP), which was subsequently revised to incorporate recommendations 
from two tribes. That document, which will be updated to encompass any new mitigation 
resulting from the on-going Native American and tribal consultation carried out under AB 52 
and/or Section 106 on the proposed project changes discussed in the foregoing letter, details 
the mitigation and monitoring protocols established for ground-disturbing aspects of the 
WVC Project.    
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Figure 1: Original Project Map (Final EIR/FONSI, March 2020) DRAFT



 

 

 
Figure 2: Project Map with Proposed Changes DRAFT



 

 

Figure 3/1 Index of the Revised APE Map 
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Figure 3/2 APE Map of the new O&M Facility area in Montclair 
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June 16, 2021 
 
Mr. Rudy Zeledon 
Planning Director 
City of Ontario 
303 East "B" Street 
Ontario, CA 91764-4105 
 

Re:  West Valley Connector Corridor Project –  
 Interested Parties Continuing Coordination  

 
Dear Mr. Zeledon,   
 
The Federal Transit Administration (FTA), in cooperation with San Bernardino County 
Transportation Authority (SBCTA), proposes construction of the West Valley Connector 
Corridor Project (the WVCC Project), a 35-mile-long bus rapid transit (BRT) project. Omnitrans, 
former lead agency for the WVCC Project under the California Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA), published a Notice of Preparation (NOP) on March 24, 2016 to notify the public and 
agencies of its intent to begin environmental studies under CEQA.  The National Environmental 
Policy Act (NEPA) process was also initiated on March 26, 2016 for an Environmental 
Assessment.  Because the City of Ontario has demonstrated an interest, the information below is 
intended to provide you an update on the status of the approved project, an updated project 
description, a brief summary of the results of cultural resources studies that have been conducted 
to comply with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA), and initial efforts 
to identify historic properties in a revised Area of Potential of Effects (APE). 
 
Background on Environmental Document Approval 
SBCTA, in cooperation with the cities of Pomona, Montclair, Ontario, Rancho Cucamonga, and 
Fontana, proposed construction of the WVCC Project, a 35-mile-long bus rapid transit (BRT) 
Project.  The Project includes up to 60 station platforms at 33 locations/major intersections and 
associated improvements.  The environmental review process for the proposed Project was 
completed in accordance with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) requirements, with a Notice of Availability and a digital copy 
of the Draft Environmental Impact Report (EIR)/Environmental Assessment (EA) cireculated for 
review and comment from June 24 to August 8, 2019.  As you may know, the City of Ontario 
provided comments on the DEIR/EA on August 8, 2019, in part concerning the City's local 
historic preservation regulations and required mitigation under CEQA for its locally significant 
historic resources, language which was subsequently incorporated in the Final EIR under CEQA.  
The Final EIR and Findings of No Significant Impact (FONSI) under NEPA were completed in 
March 2020. SBCTA and participating cities identified Alternative B (Full BRT with 3.5 miles 
of dedicated bus-only lanes on Holt Boulevard in Ontario) as the preferred alternative, as 
described below.   

90 7th Street 
Suite 15-300 
San Francisco, CA  94103-6701 
415-734-9490 
 

REGION IX 
Arizona, California, 
Hawaii, Nevada, Guam, 
American Samoa, 
Northern Mariana Islands 
 

888 South Figueroa Street 
Suite 440 
Los Angeles, CA  90017-5467 
213-202-3950 
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The SBCTA Board certified the Final EIR in May 2020 and the Federal Transit Administration 
(FTA) issued a FONSI for the Project shortly after the Final EIR was certified. Figure 1 presents 
the original feature map of the project. 
 
Description of Preferred Alternative 
Alternative B, the Preferred Alternative, includes the full 35-mile-long BRT corridor, which is 
comprised of the Phase I/Milliken Alignment, Phase II/ Haven Alignment, 3.5 miles of dedicated 
bus-only lanes in Ontario, and five center-running stations and 50 side-running stations at up to 
33 locations and major intersections.  The dedicated lanes segment includes two mixed-flow 
lanes and one transit lane in each direction and five center-running stations. To accommodate the 
dedicated lanes, roadway widening and additional utilities, such as electrical and fiber-optic 
lines, require permanent and temporary right of way acquisition and temporary construction 
easements.  A partial acquisition of land along the corridor is required to accommodate roadway 
reconfiguration and station construction, resulting in minor partial acquisitions of some parcels 
adjacent to the existing roadway.  In addition, some areas of the Project corridor would require 
reconfiguration, relocation, or extension of adjacent driveways, curbs, medians, sidewalks, 
parking lots, and local bus stops. 
 
The proposed Project would be constructed in two phases, including Phase I/Milliken Alignment, 
from the Pomona Regional Transit Center to Victoria Gardens in Rancho Cucamonga, and Phase 
II/Haven Alignment, from Ontario International Airport to Kaiser Permanente Medical Center in 
Fontana.  Phase I is scheduled for completion in late 2023. Construction of Phase II/Haven 
Alignment is scheduled to occur after the completion of Phase I, when funding is available.  
 
As originally proposed, the Project’s bus fleet would be comprised of 60-foot-long articulated 
compressed natural gas (CNG) propulsion buses.  A new operations and maintenance (O&M) 
facility for light maintenance activities would be constructed as part of the proposed Project 
during the Phase I/Milliken Alignment.  As part of the environmental analysis, three potential 
sites in the City of Ontario were considered for the proposed new O&M facility, with Site 3, a 
parcel owned by the City of Ontario (1333 S. Bon View Avenue), selected as the preferred site 
as part of the CEQA/NEPA compliance process. 
 
Subsequent to the environmental approval of the WVCC Project in 2020, SBCTA proceeded 
with design refinements and has now advanced to the 90% design milestone.  During this final 
design stage, SBCTA and Omnitrans identified changes which could be implemented to help 
achieve significant cost savings while adhering to the Project's original purpose and need.  With 
the proposed changes to the Project description as outlined below, SBCTA does not anticipate a 
change in the implementation schedule for Phase I/Milliken Alignment.  The Phase II/Haven 
Alignment would still occur after completion of Phase I, pending funding availability. 
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Proposed Project Changes 
The following paragraphs and the attached Figure 2 summarize the proposed changes to the 
WVCC Project description stated in the Final EIR/FONSI (March 2020): 
   

a. Change in Bus Type: SBCTA recently received a Transit and Intercity Rail Capital 
Program (TIRCP) funding award of $15 million administered by the California State 
Transportation Agency (CalSTA), for the purchase of zero-emission battery electric 
buses (BEB) for the WVC Project. Due to the unavailability of the 60-foot BEBs, 
SBCTA and Omnitrans concurred that 40-foot BEBs should be used to take advantage of 
available grant funding while still meeting the needs of the WVCC Project.  A total of 18 
BEBs will be purchased as part of Phase I operations. The use of 40-foot BEBs would 
change neither the purpose and need nor objectives of the WVCC Project as stated in the 
Final EIR/FONSI.  WVCC stations are being designed to accommodate the use of both 
40-foot and 60-foot buses to maintain future flexibility. 
 
A study verified that the 40-foot BEB would provide the capacity needed for the 
anticipated number of passengers in the design year 2040.  A 40-foot BEB provides for 
30 to 32 seats, with an additional standing capacity for 37 persons, and a 67 to 69-person 
total bus capacity.  An analysis indicated both the average demand (15 passengers/vehicle 
in the peak hour) and bus load during the peak hour (20 passengers/vehicle) would not 
reach full occupancy capacity on the 40-foot BEB.  In sum, the 40-foot BEB will suffice 
for the projected passenger loads on this Project. 
 

b. Change in O&M Facility Location and Charging Infrastructure: With use of 40-foot 
buses, it was determined Omnitrans’ existing West Valley Vehicle Maintenance Facility 
(WVVMF), located at 4748 E Arrow Highway, Montclair, currently used for light bus 
maintenance, could accommodate the 18 40-foot BEBs required for Phase I operations of 
the WVCC Project.  Under this updated proposal, the previously-approved new O&M 
facility at 1333 S. Bon View Avenue in Ontario would no longer be constructed as part of 
the Phase I/Milliken Alignment implementation, but could be constructed if needed to 
serve the maintenance needs of the expanded bus fleet as part of the Phase II/Haven 
Alignment.  
 
In order to use the existing WVVMF facility in Montclair as an O&M facility for the 
WVCC Project, some retrofits will be required, including electrical infrastructure 
upgrades and the installation of charging stations within the facility’s premises.  The use 
of 40-foot BEBs will also require the installation of on-route chargers at the Pomona 
Metrolink station.  However, there would be no change to the footprint of either station.  
The installation of the on-route chargers would occur concurrently with the WVC 
Project's station construction program.  No additional property acquisition is required to 
convert the existing WVVMF in Montclair to handle the new needs associated with 
implementation of the WVCC Project.  
 
The BRT buses that would go both to and from the proposed new O&M facility site in 
Montclair are expected to follow the current routes used by Omnitrans' local buses.  
Except for the proposed changes outlined above, all other WVCC Project elements as 
outlined in the 2020 FEIR/FONSI would remain the same. 
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Cultural Resources Studies 
Please see Attachment A for a narrative summary of past and current cultural resources 
investigations associated with the WVCC Project, as well as a brief status update regarding two 
of the historic properties in Ontario.   
 
Revised Area of Potential Effects (APE) 
The APE is the geographic area or areas within which an undertaking may directly or indirectly 
cause changes in the character or use of historic properties, if such properties exist [36 CFR Part 
800.16(d)].  Based on the definition in the Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ) 
implementing regulations, 40 CFR § 1508.8(a)-(b), direct effects are caused by the action and 
occur at the same time and place. Indirect effects are caused by the action and are later in time or 
farther removed in distance, but are still reasonably foreseeable.  The consideration of direct 
effects and indirect effects may include, but are not limited to physical impacts, changes in 
visual, auditory, or seismic settings. 
 
As a result of the proposed Project changes described above, the previously-approved 
archaeological and architecture/history APE is being revised and expanded to include the 
proposed use of the existing Omnitrans WVVMF site located at 4748 E Arrow Highway in 
Montclair. It is displayed on Sheet 47 of the revised APE map (Attachment B).  No additional 
changes in the previously-approved APE map have been made.   
 
The archaeological APE of the new O&M facility would encompass the area of 5.5 acres of the 
existing WVVMF.  All project activities related to the construction of the new O&M facility, 
including construction staging and equipment storing areas, are anticipated to be contained 
within the WVVMF parcel.  In order to use the existing WVVMF, site improvements and 
retrofits will be required, including electrical infrastructure upgrades and the installation of 
charging stations within the facility’s premises.  In terms of the vertical APE for the WVVMF, 
the maximum depth of ground disturbance is estimated to be 10 feet below current ground 
surface, for purposes of the infrastructure upgrade and charging station installation.  The utilities 
needed for the project will typically be built within a 2-3 foot depth. These expectations would 
be the same throughout the APE.  
 
The architecture/history portion of the APE for the proposed Project changes includes the 
existing WVVMF in Montclair as cited above as the archeological APE, but also any 
surrounding parcels which may contain built-environment resources that may experience indirect 
impacts from construction and operation (e.g., visual, noise, changes to setting) should historic 
properties exist.  At this time, based on the review of historic resources inventories, no additional 
historic sites have been identified near the proposed area of the existing WVVMF. The enclosed 
revised APE map (see sheet 47) depicts how the architecture/history APE has been expanded to 
include adjacent parcels with built-environment resources. 
 
We will be preparing a Supplemental Historic Property Survey Report and Supplemental 
Archeological Survey Report to account for the changed Project description and revised APE, 
which will be transmitted to the State Historic Preservation Officer for concurrence.   
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If you would like to consult on the WVCC Project under Section 106 of the NHPA, please 
respond within 30 days.  Please provide a designated lead contact person for the purposes of 
consultation.  
 
If you have any questions or comments, please contact Ms. Candice Hughes at (213) 629-8613, 
or by email at candice.hughes@dot.gov. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Ray Tellis 
Regional Administrator 

 
 
 
Attachments:  
 

 Attachment A: Summary of Cultural Resources Investigations for the WVCC Project 
 Attachment B: Revised Project APE Map (showing the index mapbook sheet and the 

sheet covering the new O&M Facility in Montclair) 
 Figure 1: Original Project Map 
 Figure 2: Project Map with Proposed Changes 
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ATTACHMENT A 
Summary of Cultural Resources for the WVCC Project 

 
To identify cultural resources that could be affected by the WVCC Project, investigations were 
conducted by the Secretary of Interior professionally qualified archaeologists and architectural 
historians for compliance with Section 106 of the NHPA and CEQA between 2016 to 2018. 
These cultural resource investigations included records searches with the South Central Coastal 
Information Center (SCCIC), Sacred Lands File (SLF) searches with the California Native 
American Heritage Commission (NAHC), a field survey of the APE, and preparation of an 
Archaeological Survey Report (ASR) and a Historic Resources Evaluation Report (HRER), both 
incorporated as part of the Historic Properties Survey Report (HPSR). These documents to 
identify historic properties were submitted to the State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) for 
which concurrence was received on August 7, 2018.   
 
Of the 496 parcels within the APE for the WVCC Project, 163 of which contained buildings, 
groups of buildings, or structures that were constructed in or before 1968, for which evaluations 
were prepared, the SHPO concurred with FTA's finding that all but the following sites and 
buildings were ineligible for listing in the NRHP: 
 

o Five (5) historic properties were identified which were previously listed or determined 
eligible for listing in NRHP: Southern Pacific Railroad Depot (P-19-189200; 100 W. 
Commercial Street, Pomona); Lincoln Park Historic District, Pomona; Euclid 
Avenue/State Route 83 (P-36-015982, Upland and Ontario)); National Old Trails 
Road/Historic Route 66 (P-36-002910; CA-SBR-2910H); Malaga Underpass Bridge (P-
36-015397; Fontana). 
 

o Four (4) historic properties were determined eligible for listing in the NRHP as part of 
the survey conducted for the WVC Project: Vince's Spaghetti (1206 W. Holt Boulevard, 
Ontario); A.C. Moorhead House (961 W. Holt Boulevard, Ontario); The Grinder Haven 
(724 W. Holt Boulevard, Ontario), and Jacob Lerch House (541 E. Holt Boulevard, 
Ontario).  

 
In accordance with 36 CFR § 800.5, FTA applied the criteria for adverse effect on these nine 
historic properties and submitted a Finding of Effect documentation in consultation with SHPO 
and determined that with certain mitigations and protections applied, the WVCC would not have 
an adverse effect on any property. On March 19, 2020, SHPO expressed no objection to that 
determination. Those detailed stipulations are available for review in the summary mitigation 
contained in the FEIR/FONSI (2020).    
 
Concerning two of these historic properties, changes have occurred since the Finding of Effect 
documentation was submitted to SHPO. First, with project engineering redesign, the Canary 
Island palms in the front yard at the Jacob Lerch House (541 E. Holt Boulevard, Ontario) will 
now be protected and left in place. Second, the condition of the existing historic neon sign at the 
front of The Grinder Haven (724 W. Holt Boulevard, Ontario), has been substantively altered by 
the current property owner (confirmed by Ms. Diane Ayala, senior planner on your staff) and 
may no longer be considered a contributor to the NRHP-eligible property, though the restaurant 
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building itself would remain eligible. Our plans remain to temporarily relocate the historic sign 
during construction and place back on the property after project completion.  
 
Due to the WVCC Project proposed conversion of Omnitrans' existing bus maintenance facility 
at 4748 E Arrow Highway, Montclair, to an O&M facility for BRT buses, the South Central 
Coastal Information Center (SCCIC), upon request, on May 17, 2021 conducted an updated 
records search within 0.25-mile radius of the facility. Two previously-recorded cultural resources 
were identified to be located approximately 0.25 mile from Omnitrans' parcel:  “Rock Houses” 
or “Russian Village (P-19-180776) and earthen flood control features (P-19-180776). The 
records search did not indicate any known resources are located within the additional APE. With 
the proposed Project changes to the Montclair facility, search of the Sacred Lands File was 
conducted by the NAHC on May 13, 2021, which was negative. A pedestrian field survey of the 
project site conducted by a professionally-qualified senior archaeologist on May 21, 2021 did not 
find the presence of any prehistoric or historic archaeological resources. A Supplemental ASR 
and HPSR will be prepared and submitted to SHPO for concurrence to account for the WVCC 
Project's proposed changes to convert the Omnitrans facility in Montclair for BRT use.  
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Attachment B: Exhibits 
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 Index of the Revised APE Map 
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 APE Map of the new O&M Facility area in Montclair 
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Figure 1: Original Project Map (Final EIR/FONSI, March 2020) DRAFT



 

 

 
Figure 2: Project Map with Proposed Changes DRAFT
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100 West Walnut Street | Pasadena, CA 91124 

Direct: (415) 203-1100 | www.parsons.com 

               

Mr. Steve Shaw, President 
San Bernardino Historical Society 
P.O. Box 875 
San Bernardino, CA. 92402 

June 8, 2021 

 
Subject:  West Valley Connector Bus Rapid Transit Project  

Dear Mr. Shaw:  

The Federal Transit Administration (FTA), in cooperation with San Bernardino County 
Transportation Authority (SBCTA), proposes construction of the West Valley Connector Project 
(the WVC Project), a 35-mile-long bus rapid transit (BRT) project. The environmental review 
process for the proposed Project was completed in accordance with the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and National Environmental Policy Act. The Final EIR under 
CEQA and Findings of No Significant Impact (FONSI) under NEPA were completed in March 
2020. SBCTA and participating cities identified Alternative B (Full BRT with 3.5 miles of 
dedicated bus-only lanes on Holt Boulevard in Ontario) as the preferred alternative, as 
described in the attachment. Figure 1 (Attachment B) presents the original feature map of the 
project. 

Modifications to the approved project have been proposed consisting of changes in the bus type 
and a maintenance facility (see Attachment A). The project now proposes using 40-foot rather 
than 60-foot zero-emission battery electric buses (BEB). It was determined the existing West 
Valley Vehicle Maintenance Facility, located at 4748 E Arrow Highway, Montclair, currently used 
by Omnitrans for light bus maintenance purposes, could be modified for electrical infrastructure 
upgrades to accommodate the 40-foot BEBs. As a result, a previously-approved new operations 
and maintenance (O&M) facility at 1333 S. Bon View Avenue in Ontario would no longer be 
constructed as part of the Phase I/Milliken Alignment implementation, though it may be 
constructed later during Phase II.   

The State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) on February 4, 2020 concurred that the WVC 
Project, as planned, would not have an adverse effect on historic properties under Section 106 
of the National Historic Preservation Act (NRHP), in accordance with 36 CFR § 800.5. Parsons 
is working on behalf of SBCTA, in partnership with FTA, to update the cultural resource studies 
to assess any effects that may result from the proposed modifications. No known historic 
resources or archaeological sites have been identified to be located within the revised Area of 
Potential Effects (APE) based on a records search conducted by the South Coast Information 
Center on May 17, 2021, and nor did the Native American Heritage Commission have any 
information on sacred lands in this area from a search they made of their files on May 13, 2021. 
We will be preparing a Supplemental Historic Property Survey Report and Supplemental 
Archeological Survey Report to account for the changed Project description and revised APE, 
which will be transmitted to the SHPO for concurrence upon completion.  

If you have any concerns regarding the proposed project modifications and their effect on 
historic properties, we would appreciate hearing from you. This is not a request for research; it 
is intended to inform you of modifications proposed and solicit your views. 
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If you have any questions or comments, please do not hesitate to contact me at the phone 
number above or via email at gregory.king@parsons.com. Thank you for your assistance with 
this project. 

 
Gregory P. King 
Principal Architectural Historian 
 
 
Attachments 

Attachment A: Summary of Cultural Resources Investigations for the WVC Project 
Attachment B: Exhibits 
Figure 1, Original Project Map 
Figure 2, Project Map with Proposed Changes 
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100 West Walnut Street | Pasadena, CA 91124 

Direct: (415) 203-1100 | www.parsons.com 

               

Ms. Petrina Delman, President 
Ontario Heritage 
P.O. Box 1 
Ontario, CA. 91762 

June 8, 2021 

 
Subject:  West Valley Connector Bus Rapid Transit Project  

Dear Ms. Delman:  

The Federal Transit Administration (FTA), in cooperation with San Bernardino County 
Transportation Authority (SBCTA), proposes construction of the West Valley Connector Project 
(the WVC Project), a 35-mile-long bus rapid transit (BRT) project. The environmental review 
process for the proposed Project was completed in accordance with the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and National Environmental Policy Act. The Final EIR under 
CEQA and Findings of No Significant Impact (FONSI) under NEPA were completed in March 
2020. SBCTA and participating cities identified Alternative B (Full BRT with 3.5 miles of 
dedicated bus-only lanes on Holt Boulevard in Ontario) as the preferred alternative, as 
described in the attachment. Figure 1 (Attachment B) presents the original feature map of the 
project. 

Modifications to the approved project have been proposed consisting of changes in the bus type 
and a maintenance facility (see Attachment A). The project now proposes using 40-foot rather 
than 60-foot zero-emission battery electric buses (BEB). It was determined the existing West 
Valley Vehicle Maintenance Facility, located at 4748 E Arrow Highway, Montclair, currently used 
by Omnitrans for light bus maintenance purposes, could be modified for electrical infrastructure 
upgrades to accommodate the 40-foot BEBs. As a result, a previously-approved new operations 
and maintenance (O&M) facility at 1333 S. Bon View Avenue in Ontario would no longer be 
constructed as part of the Phase I/Milliken Alignment implementation, though it may be 
constructed later during Phase II.   

The State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) on February 4, 2020 concurred that the WVC 
Project, as planned, would not have an adverse effect on historic properties under Section 106 
of the National Historic Preservation Act (NRHP), in accordance with 36 CFR § 800.5. Parsons 
is working on behalf of SBCTA, in partnership with FTA, to update the cultural resource studies 
to assess any effects that may result from the proposed modifications. No known historic 
resources or archaeological sites have been identified to be located within the revised Area of 
Potential Effects (APE) based on a records search conducted by the South Coast Information 
Center on May 17, 2021, and nor did the Native American Heritage Commission have any 
information on sacred lands in this area from a search they made of their files on May 13, 2021. 
We will be preparing a Supplemental Historic Property Survey Report and Supplemental 
Archeological Survey Report to account for the changed Project description and revised APE, 
which will be transmitted to the SHPO for concurrence upon completion.  

If you have any concerns regarding the proposed project modifications and their effect on 
historic properties, we would appreciate hearing from you. This is not a request for research; it 
is intended to inform you of modifications proposed and solicit your views. 
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If you have any questions or comments, please do not hesitate to contact me at the phone 
number above or via email at gregory.king@parsons.com. Thank you for your assistance with 
this project. 

 
Gregory P. King 
Principal Architectural Historian 
 
 
Attachments 

Attachment A: Summary of Cultural Resources Investigations for the WVC Project 
Attachment B: Exhibits 
Figure 1, Original Project Map 
Figure 2, Project Map with Proposed Changes 
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100 West Walnut Street | Pasadena, CA 91124 

Direct: (415) 203-1100 | www.parsons.com 

               

Mr. Matt Slowik, President 
Fontana Historical Society 
16830 Spring Street 
Fontana, CA. 92335 

June 8, 2021 

 
Subject:  West Valley Connector Bus Rapid Transit Project  

Dear Mr. Slowik:  

The Federal Transit Administration (FTA), in cooperation with San Bernardino County 
Transportation Authority (SBCTA), proposes construction of the West Valley Connector Project 
(the WVC Project), a 35-mile-long bus rapid transit (BRT) project. The environmental review 
process for the proposed Project was completed in accordance with the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and National Environmental Policy Act. The Final EIR under 
CEQA and Findings of No Significant Impact (FONSI) under NEPA were completed in March 
2020. SBCTA and participating cities identified Alternative B (Full BRT with 3.5 miles of 
dedicated bus-only lanes on Holt Boulevard in Ontario) as the preferred alternative, as 
described in the attachment. Figure 1 (Attachment B) presents the original feature map of the 
project. 

Modifications to the approved project have been proposed consisting of changes in the bus type 
and a maintenance facility (see Attachment A). The project now proposes using 40-foot rather 
than 60-foot zero-emission battery electric buses (BEB). It was determined the existing West 
Valley Vehicle Maintenance Facility, located at 4748 E Arrow Highway, Montclair, currently used 
by Omnitrans for light bus maintenance purposes, could be modified for electrical infrastructure 
upgrades to accommodate the 40-foot BEBs. As a result, a previously-approved new operations 
and maintenance (O&M) facility at 1333 S. Bon View Avenue in Ontario would no longer be 
constructed as part of the Phase I/Milliken Alignment implementation, though it may be 
constructed later during Phase II.   

The State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) on February 4, 2020 concurred that the WVC 
Project, as planned, would not have an adverse effect on historic properties under Section 106 
of the National Historic Preservation Act (NRHP), in accordance with 36 CFR § 800.5. Parsons 
is working on behalf of SBCTA, in partnership with FTA, to update the cultural resource studies 
to assess any effects that may result from the proposed modifications. No known historic 
resources or archaeological sites have been identified to be located within the revised Area of 
Potential Effects (APE) based on a records search conducted by the South Coast Information 
Center on May 17, 2021, and nor did the Native American Heritage Commission have any 
information on sacred lands in this area from a search they made of their files on May 13, 2021. 
We will be preparing a Supplemental Historic Property Survey Report and Supplemental 
Archeological Survey Report to account for the changed Project description and revised APE, 
which will be transmitted to the SHPO for concurrence upon completion.  

If you have any concerns regarding the proposed project modifications and their effect on 
historic properties, we would appreciate hearing from you. This is not a request for research; it 
is intended to inform you of modifications proposed and solicit your views. 
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If you have any questions or comments, please do not hesitate to contact me at the phone 
number above or via email at gregory.king@parsons.com. Thank you for your assistance with 
this project. 

 
Gregory P. King 
Principal Architectural Historian 
 
 
Attachments 

Attachment A: Summary of Cultural Resources Investigations for the WVC Project 
Attachment B: Exhibits 
Figure 1, Original Project Map 
Figure 2, Project Map with Proposed Changes 
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100 West Walnut Street | Pasadena, CA 91124 

Direct: (415) 203-1100 | www.parsons.com 

               

Ms. Deborah Clifford, President 
The Historical Society of Pomona Valley 
585 East Holt Avenue 
Pomona, CA. 91767 

June 8, 2021 

 
Subject:  West Valley Connector Bus Rapid Transit Project  

Dear Ms. Clifford:  

The Federal Transit Administration (FTA), in cooperation with San Bernardino County 
Transportation Authority (SBCTA), proposes construction of the West Valley Connector Project 
(the WVC Project), a 35-mile-long bus rapid transit (BRT) project. The environmental review 
process for the proposed Project was completed in accordance with the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and National Environmental Policy Act. The Final EIR under 
CEQA and Findings of No Significant Impact (FONSI) under NEPA were completed in March 
2020. SBCTA and participating cities identified Alternative B (Full BRT with 3.5 miles of 
dedicated bus-only lanes on Holt Boulevard in Ontario) as the preferred alternative, as 
described in the attachment. Figure 1 (Attachment B) presents the original feature map of the 
project. 

Modifications to the approved project have been proposed consisting of changes in the bus type 
and a maintenance facility (see Attachment A). The project now proposes using 40-foot rather 
than 60-foot zero-emission battery electric buses (BEB). It was determined the existing West 
Valley Vehicle Maintenance Facility, located at 4748 E Arrow Highway, Montclair, currently used 
by Omnitrans for light bus maintenance purposes, could be modified for electrical infrastructure 
upgrades to accommodate the 40-foot BEBs. As a result, a previously-approved new operations 
and maintenance (O&M) facility at 1333 S. Bon View Avenue in Ontario would no longer be 
constructed as part of the Phase I/Milliken Alignment implementation, though it may be 
constructed later during Phase II.   

The State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) on February 4, 2020 concurred that the WVC 
Project, as planned, would not have an adverse effect on historic properties under Section 106 
of the National Historic Preservation Act (NRHP), in accordance with 36 CFR § 800.5. Parsons 
is working on behalf of SBCTA, in partnership with FTA, to update the cultural resource studies 
to assess any effects that may result from the proposed modifications. No known historic 
resources or archaeological sites have been identified to be located within the revised Area of 
Potential Effects (APE) based on a records search conducted by the South Coast Information 
Center on May 17, 2021, and nor did the Native American Heritage Commission have any 
information on sacred lands in this area from a search they made of their files on May 13, 2021. 
We will be preparing a Supplemental Historic Property Survey Report and Supplemental 
Archeological Survey Report to account for the changed Project description and revised APE, 
which will be transmitted to the SHPO for concurrence upon completion.  

If you have any concerns regarding the proposed project modifications and their effect on 
historic properties, we would appreciate hearing from you. This is not a request for research; it 
is intended to inform you of modifications proposed and solicit your views. 
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If you have any questions or comments, please do not hesitate to contact me at the phone 
number above or via email at gregory.king@parsons.com. Thank you for your assistance with 
this project. 

 
Gregory P. King 
Principal Architectural Historian 
 
 
Attachments 

Attachment A: Summary of Cultural Resources Investigations for the WVC Project 
Attachment B: Exhibits 
Figure 1, Original Project Map 
Figure 2, Project Map with Proposed Changes 
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100 West Walnut Street | Pasadena, CA 91124 

Direct: (415) 203-1100 | www.parsons.com 

               

Ms. Jan Sutton, President 
The Etiwanda Historical Society 
P.O. Box 363 
Etiwanda, CA. 91739 

June 8, 2021 

 
Subject:  West Valley Connector Bus Rapid Transit Project  

Dear Ms. Sutton:  

The Federal Transit Administration (FTA), in cooperation with San Bernardino County 
Transportation Authority (SBCTA), proposes construction of the West Valley Connector Project 
(the WVC Project), a 35-mile-long bus rapid transit (BRT) project. The environmental review 
process for the proposed Project was completed in accordance with the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and National Environmental Policy Act. The Final EIR under 
CEQA and Findings of No Significant Impact (FONSI) under NEPA were completed in March 
2020. SBCTA and participating cities identified Alternative B (Full BRT with 3.5 miles of 
dedicated bus-only lanes on Holt Boulevard in Ontario) as the preferred alternative, as 
described in the attachment. Figure 1 (Attachment B) presents the original feature map of the 
project. 

Modifications to the approved project have been proposed consisting of changes in the bus type 
and a maintenance facility (see Attachment A). The project now proposes using 40-foot rather 
than 60-foot zero-emission battery electric buses (BEB). It was determined the existing West 
Valley Vehicle Maintenance Facility, located at 4748 E Arrow Highway, Montclair, currently used 
by Omnitrans for light bus maintenance purposes, could be modified for electrical infrastructure 
upgrades to accommodate the 40-foot BEBs. As a result, a previously-approved new operations 
and maintenance (O&M) facility at 1333 S. Bon View Avenue in Ontario would no longer be 
constructed as part of the Phase I/Milliken Alignment implementation, though it may be 
constructed later during Phase II.   

The State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) on February 4, 2020 concurred that the WVC 
Project, as planned, would not have an adverse effect on historic properties under Section 106 
of the National Historic Preservation Act (NRHP), in accordance with 36 CFR § 800.5. Parsons 
is working on behalf of SBCTA, in partnership with FTA, to update the cultural resource studies 
to assess any effects that may result from the proposed modifications. No known historic 
resources or archaeological sites have been identified to be located within the revised Area of 
Potential Effects (APE) based on a records search conducted by the South Coast Information 
Center on May 17, 2021, and nor did the Native American Heritage Commission have any 
information on sacred lands in this area from a search they made of their files on May 13, 2021. 
We will be preparing a Supplemental Historic Property Survey Report and Supplemental 
Archeological Survey Report to account for the changed Project description and revised APE, 
which will be transmitted to the SHPO for concurrence upon completion.  

If you have any concerns regarding the proposed project modifications and their effect on 
historic properties, we would appreciate hearing from you. This is not a request for research; it 
is intended to inform you of modifications proposed and solicit your views. 
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If you have any questions or comments, please do not hesitate to contact me at the phone 
number above or via email at gregory.king@parsons.com. Thank you for your assistance with 
this project. 

 
Gregory P. King 
Principal Architectural Historian 
 
 
Attachments 

Attachment A: Summary of Cultural Resources Investigations for the WVC Project 
Attachment B: Exhibits 
Figure 1, Original Project Map 
Figure 2, Project Map with Proposed Changes 

DRAFT



 

1 
 

100 West Walnut Street | Pasadena, CA 91124 

Direct: (415) 203-1100 | www.parsons.com 

               

Mr. John Worden, Director 
Museum of History and Art 
225 S. Euclid Avenue 
Ontario, CA. 91762 

June 8, 2021 

 
Subject:  West Valley Connector Bus Rapid Transit Project  

Dear Mr. Worden:  

The Federal Transit Administration (FTA), in cooperation with San Bernardino County 
Transportation Authority (SBCTA), proposes construction of the West Valley Connector Project 
(the WVC Project), a 35-mile-long bus rapid transit (BRT) project. The environmental review 
process for the proposed Project was completed in accordance with the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and National Environmental Policy Act. The Final EIR under 
CEQA and Findings of No Significant Impact (FONSI) under NEPA were completed in March 
2020. SBCTA and participating cities identified Alternative B (Full BRT with 3.5 miles of 
dedicated bus-only lanes on Holt Boulevard in Ontario) as the preferred alternative, as 
described in the attachment. Figure 1 (Attachment B) presents the original feature map of the 
project. 

Modifications to the approved project have been proposed consisting of changes in the bus type 
and a maintenance facility (see Attachment A). The project now proposes using 40-foot rather 
than 60-foot zero-emission battery electric buses (BEB). It was determined the existing West 
Valley Vehicle Maintenance Facility, located at 4748 E Arrow Highway, Montclair, currently used 
by Omnitrans for light bus maintenance purposes, could be modified for electrical infrastructure 
upgrades to accommodate the 40-foot BEBs. As a result, a previously-approved new operations 
and maintenance (O&M) facility at 1333 S. Bon View Avenue in Ontario would no longer be 
constructed as part of the Phase I/Milliken Alignment implementation, though it may be 
constructed later during Phase II.   

The State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) on February 4, 2020 concurred that the WVC 
Project, as planned, would not have an adverse effect on historic properties under Section 106 
of the National Historic Preservation Act (NRHP), in accordance with 36 CFR § 800.5. Parsons 
is working on behalf of SBCTA, in partnership with FTA, to update the cultural resource studies 
to assess any effects that may result from the proposed modifications. No known historic 
resources or archaeological sites have been identified to be located within the revised Area of 
Potential Effects (APE) based on a records search conducted by the South Coast Information 
Center on May 17, 2021, and nor did the Native American Heritage Commission have any 
information on sacred lands in this area from a search they made of their files on May 13, 2021. 
We will be preparing a Supplemental Historic Property Survey Report and Supplemental 
Archeological Survey Report to account for the changed Project description and revised APE, 
which will be transmitted to the SHPO for concurrence upon completion.  

If you have any concerns regarding the proposed project modifications and their effect on 
historic properties, we would appreciate hearing from you. This is not a request for research; it 
is intended to inform you of modifications proposed and solicit your views. 
 

DRAFT



 

2 
 

If you have any questions or comments, please do not hesitate to contact me at the phone 
number above or via email at gregory.king@parsons.com. Thank you for your assistance with 
this project. 

 
Gregory P. King 
Principal Architectural Historian 
 
 
Attachments 

Attachment A: Summary of Cultural Resources Investigations for the WVC Project 
Attachment B: Exhibits 
Figure 1, Original Project Map 
Figure 2, Project Map with Proposed Changes 
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Attachment A 
 
Description of Preferred Alternative 
Alternative B, the Preferred Alternative, includes the full 35-mile-long BRT corridor, which is 
comprised of the Phase I/Milliken Alignment, Phase II/ Haven Alignment, 3.5 miles of dedicated 
bus-only lanes in Ontario, and five center-running stations and 50 side-running stations at up to 
33 locations/ major intersections (see Figure 1 in Attachment B). The dedicated lanes segment 
includes two mixed-flow lanes and one transit lane in each direction and five center-running 
stations. To accommodate the dedicated lanes, roadway widening and additional utilities, such as 
electrical and fiber-optic lines, require permanent and temporary right of way acquisition and 
temporary construction easements. A partial acquisition of land along the corridor is required to 
accommodate roadway reconfiguration and station construction, resulting in minor partial 
acquisitions of some parcels adjacent to the existing roadway. In addition, some areas of the 
Project corridor would require reconfiguration, relocation, or extension of adjacent driveways, 
curbs, medians, sidewalks, parking lots, and local bus stops. 
 
The proposed Project would be constructed in two phases, including Phase I/Milliken Alignment, 
from the Pomona Regional Transit Center to Victoria Gardens in Rancho Cucamonga, and Phase 
II/Haven Alignment, from Ontario International Airport to Kaiser Permanente Medical Center in 
Fontana. Phase I is scheduled for completion in late 2023. Construction of Phase II/Haven 
Alignment is scheduled to occur after the completion of Phase I, when funding is available.  
 
As originally proposed, the Project’s bus fleet would be comprised of 60-foot-long articulated 
compressed natural gas (CNG) propulsion buses. A new operations and maintenance (O&M) 
facility for light maintenance activities would be constructed as part of the proposed Project 
during the Phase I/Milliken Alignment. As part of the environmental analysis, three potential 
sites in the City of Ontario were considered for the proposed new O&M facility, with Site 3, a 
parcel owned by the City of Ontario (1333 S. Bon View Avenue), selected as the preferred site 
as part of the CEQA/NEPA compliance process. 
 
Subsequent to the environmental approval of the WVC Project in 2020, as described earlier, 
SBCTA proceeded with design refinements and has now advanced to the 90% design milestone. 
During the final design stage, SBCTA and Omnitrans identified some changes could be 
implemented to help achieve significant cost savings while adhering to the Project's original 
purpose and need. With the proposed changes to the Project description as outlined below, 
SBCTA does not anticipate a change in the implementation schedule for Phase I/Milliken 
Alignment. The Phase II/Haven Alignment would still occur after completion of Phase I, 
pending funding availability. 
 
Proposed Project Changes 
The following paragraphs, and Figure 2 (Attachment B), summarize the proposed changes to the 
WVC Project description stated in the Final EIR/FONSI (March 2020):   
 
a. Change in Bus Type 
SBCTA recently received a Transit and Intercity Rail Capital Program (TIRCP) funding award 
of $15 million administered by the California State Transportation Agency (CalSTA), for the 
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purchase of zero-emission battery electric buses (BEB) for the WVC Project. Due to the 
unavailability of the 60-foot BEBs, SBCTA and Omnitrans concurred that 40-foot BEBs should 
be used to take advantage of available grant funding while still meeting the needs of the WVC 
Project.  A total of 18 BEBs will be purchased as part of Phase I operations. The use of 40-foot 
BEBs would change neither the purpose and need nor objectives of the WVC Project as stated in 
the Final EIR/FONSI. WVC stations are being designed to accommodate the use of both 40-foot 
and 60-foot buses to maintain future flexibility.  
 
A study verified that the 40-foot BEB would provide the capacity needed for the anticipated 
number of passengers in the design year 2040. A 40-foot BEB provides for 30 to 32 seats, with 
an additional standing capacity for 37 persons, and a 67 to 69-person total bus capacity. An 
analysis indicated both the average demand (15 passengers/vehicle in the peak hour) and bus 
load during the peak hour (20 passengers/vehicle) would not reach full occupancy capacity on 
the 40-foot BEB. In sum, the 40-foot BEB will suffice for the projected passenger loads on this 
Project.   
 
b. Change in O&M Facility Location and Charging Infrastructure 
With use of 40-foot buses, it was determined Omnitrans’ existing West Valley Vehicle 
Maintenance Facility (WVVMF), located at 4748 E Arrow Highway, Montclair, currently used 
for light bus maintenance, could accommodate the 18 40-foot BEBs required for Phase I 
operations of the WVC Project. Under this updated proposal, the previously-approved new 
operations and maintenance (O&M) facility at 1333 S. Bon View Avenue in Ontario would no 
longer be constructed as part of the Phase I/Milliken Alignment implementation, but could be 
constructed if needed to serve the maintenance needs of the expanded bus fleet as part of the 
Phase II/Haven Alignment.  
 
In order to use the existing WVVMF facility in Montclair as an O&M facility for the WVC 
Project, some retrofits will be required, including electrical infrastructure upgrades and the 
installation of charging stations within the facility’s premises. The use of 40-foot BEBs will also 
require the installation of on-route chargers at the Pomona Metrolink station. However, there 
would be no change to the footprint of either station. The installation of the on-route chargers 
would occur concurrently with the WVC Project's station construction program. No additional 
property acquisition is required to convert the existing WV vehicle maintenance facility in 
Montclair to handle the new needs associated with implementation of the WVC Project.  
 
The BRT buses that would go both to and from the proposed new O&M facility site in Montclair 
are expected to follow the current routes used by Omnitrans' local buses. Except for the proposed 
changes outlined above, all other WVC Project elements as outlined in the 2020 FEIR/FONSI 
would remain the same. 
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Attachment B: Exhibits 
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Figure 1: Original Project Map (Final EIR/FONSI, March 2020) DRAFT



 

 

 
Figure 2: Project Map with Proposed Changes DRAFT
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From: Hughes, Candice (FTA)
To: Victor Lopez
Cc: Kochaon, Anne; Perez, Brenda (FTA); King, Gregory
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Section 106 Initiation of Consultation for the West Valley Connector Corridor Project
Date: Friday, June 11, 2021 10:09:12 AM

Good Morning Victor,
 
Regarding the Native American and Tribal consultation, FTA has received a response from the
Quechan Historic Preservation Officer of the Quechan Tribe of the Fort Yuma Preservation (see
below). There are no comments on the project and it is deferred to the more local Tribes.
 
Please contact me if you have any questions. Thank you!
 
Candice Hughes
Environmental Protection Specialist
Federal Transit Administration, Region 9
Los Angeles Metropolitan Office
888 South Figueroa, Suite 440
Los Angeles, CA, 90017-5467
(213) 629-8613
 

From: Quechan Historic Preservation Officer [mailto:historicpreservation@quechantribe.com] 
Sent: Friday, June 11, 2021 9:33 AM
To: Hughes, Candice (FTA) <candice.hughes@dot.gov>
Subject: Section 106 Initiation of Consultation for the West Valley Connector Corridor Project
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Department of Transportation (DOT). Do not click on links or
open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

 
This email is to inform you that we have no comments on this project.  We defer to the more local
Tribes and support their decisions on the projects.
 
 
 
Thank you,
H. Jill McCormick, M.A.
 
Quechan Indian Tribe
Historic Preservation Officer
P.O. Box 1899
Yuma, AZ 85366-1899
Office:  760-572-2423
Cell: 928-261-0254
E-mail:  historicpreservation@quechantribe.com
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[gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com]

This email has been checked for viruses by Avast
antivirus software. 
www.avast.com
[gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com]
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From: Hughes, Candice (FTA)
To: Kochaon, Anne
Cc: Victor Lopez; Perez, Brenda (FTA); King, Gregory; Lumabas, Gerard
Subject: [EXTERNAL] FW: Section 106 Continuing Consultation for the West Valley Connector Corridor Project
Date: Tuesday, June 15, 2021 11:49:37 AM
Attachments: image001.png

Good Morning Anne,
 
Please see the response from the San Manuel Band of Mission Indians regarding the West Valley
Connector Corridor project Native American and Tribal consultation.
 
Thank you!
 
Candice Hughes
Environmental Protection Specialist
Federal Transit Administration, Region 9
Los Angeles Metropolitan Office
888 South Figueroa, Suite 440
Los Angeles, CA, 90017-5467
(213) 629-8613
 

From: Hughes, Candice (FTA) 
Sent: Tuesday, June 15, 2021 11:47 AM
To: Ryan Nordness <Ryan.Nordness@sanmanuel-nsn.gov>
Subject: RE: Section 106 Continuing Consultation for the West Valley Connector Corridor Project
 
Good Afternoon Mr. Nordness,
 
Thank you for responding to the FTA regarding the West Valley Connector Corridor project Native
American and Tribal consultation.
 
Enjoy the remainder of the week!
 
Candice Hughes
Environmental Protection Specialist
Federal Transit Administration, Region 9
Los Angeles Metropolitan Office
888 South Figueroa, Suite 440
Los Angeles, CA, 90017-5467
(213) 629-8613
 

From: Ryan Nordness [mailto:Ryan.Nordness@sanmanuel-nsn.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, June 15, 2021 11:07 AM
To: Hughes, Candice (FTA) <candice.hughes@dot.gov>
Subject: RE: Section 106 Continuing Consultation for the West Valley Connector Corridor Project
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CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Department of Transportation (DOT). Do not click on links or
open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

 
Candice,
Thank you for sending the updated project description for the WCC project. At this time, we have no
concerns with the proposed alternative plan.

 

Ryan Nordness
CULTURAL RESOURCE ANALYST
Email: Ryan.Nordness@sanmanuel-nsn.gov
O: (909) 864-8933 Ext 50-2022
Internal: 50-2022
M: 909-838-4053
26569 Community Center Dr  Highland California 92346

 [gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com]
 
 
THIS MESSAGE IS INTENDED ONLY FOR THE USE OF THE INDIVIDUAL OR
ENTITY TO WHICH IT IS ADDRESSED AND MAY CONTAIN INFORMATION THAT
IS PRIVILEGED, CONFIDENTIAL AND EXEMPT FROM DISCLOSURE UNDER
APPLICABLE LAW. If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient or agent
responsible for delivering the message to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that
any dissemination or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have
received this electronic transmission in error, please delete it from your system without
copying it and notify the sender by reply e-mail so that the email address record can be
corrected. Thank You
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From: Victor Lopez
To: Hughes, Candice (FTA); Kochaon, Anne
Cc: Lumabas, Gerard
Subject: [EXTERNAL] FW: West Valley Connector Project, Los Angeles and San Bernardino Counties, CA
Date: Tuesday, June 15, 2021 9:24:19 AM
Attachments: image002.png

image001.png

FYI.
 
Victor Lopez, PE
Director of Capital Delivery
1170 West Third Street, 2nd Floor
San Bernardino, CA 92410
909.884.8276 | Office
909.889.8611 x118 | Direct

 

From: Gonzalez Romero, Arysa (TRBL) [mailto:aromero@aguacaliente.net] 
Sent: Tuesday, June 15, 2021 9:16 AM
To: Victor Lopez <vlopez@gosbcta.com>
Subject: West Valley Connector Project, Los Angeles and San Bernardino Counties, CA
 
Greetings,
 
A records check of the Tribal Historic preservation office’s cultural registry revealed that this
project is not located within the Tribe’s Traditional Use Area. Therefore, we defer to the other
tribes in the area. This letter shall conclude our consultation efforts.
 
Thank you,
 
Arysa Gonzalez Romero, M.S., RPA.
Historic Preservation Technician
Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians
Tribal Historic Preservation Office
Main (760)-883-1327 | Cell (760)-831-2484

 

The information in this e-mail and any attachments are for the sole use of the intended
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From: Hughes, Candice (FTA) <candice.hughes@dot.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, June 30, 2021 1:48 PM
To: Hughes, Candice (FTA); Lee Lorenzo, Charlene (FTA); Perez, Brenda (FTA); Victor Lopez; Kochaon, 

Anne; Lumabas, Gerard; King, Gregory; Andrew Salas; Gabrieleno Administration; Matt Teutimez.Kizh 
Gabrieleno

Subject: West Valley Connector Corridor Project Tribal Consultation

The Federal Transit Administration (FTA) and San Bernardino County Transportation Authority (SBCTA) on the West 
Valley Connector Corridor project are continuing consultation with Gabrieleno Band of Mission Indians‐Kizh Nation 
regarding project updates/changes. Prior to the meeting, an agenda and any additional attachments will be provided. 

Please contact me if you have any questions. Thank you! 

Candice Hughes 
Environmental Protection Specialist 
Federal Transit Administration, Region 9 Los Angeles Metropolitan Office 
888 South Figueroa, Suite 440 
Los Angeles, CA, 90017‐5467 
(213) 629‐8613
________________________________________________________________________________
Microsoft Teams meeting
Join on your computer or mobile app
Click here to join the meeting
Or call in (audio only)
+1 213‐204‐6178,,261537208#   United States, Los Angeles
Phone Conference ID: 261 537 208#
Find a local number | Reset PIN

The United States Department of Transportation Learn More | Help | Meeting options 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
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From: Hughes, Candice (FTA) <candice.hughes@dot.gov>
Sent: Tuesday, July 20, 2021 8:03 AM
To: Gabrieleno Administration
Subject: RE: West Valley Connector Corridor Project Phase
Attachments: West Valley Connector Corridor Project Tribal Consultation

Good Afternoon Brandy, 

I wanted to follow‐up with the Gabrieleno Band of Mission Indians‐Kizh Nation about the West Valley Connector 
Corridor meeting. We have reserved the date of Thursday, August 19, 2021 at 1pm (see email below) and a meeting 
invite was sent as well. However, we have not received a confirmation of any attendees.  

Could you please confirm attendance or let us know if another date would be preferred? 

Please contact me if you have any questions. Thank you! 

Candice Hughes 
Environmental Protection Specialist 
Federal Transit Administration, Region 9 
Los Angeles Metropolitan Office 
888 South Figueroa, Suite 440 
Los Angeles, CA, 90017‐5467 
(213) 629‐8613

From: Hughes, Candice (FTA)  
Sent: Wednesday, July 7, 2021 9:08 AM 
To: Gabrieleno Administration <admin@gabrielenoindians.org> 
Subject: RE: West Valley Connector Corridor Project Phase 

Good Afternoon Brandy, 

I wanted to follow‐up with the Gabrieleno Band of Mission Indians‐Kizh Nation about the West Valley Connector 
Corridor meeting. We have reserved the date of Thursday, August 19, 2021 at 1pm (see email below) and a meeting 
invite was sent as well. However, we have not received a confirmation of any attendees.  

Could you please confirm attendance or let us know if another date would be preferred? 

Please contact me if you have any questions. Thank you! 

Candice Hughes 
Environmental Protection Specialist 
Federal Transit Administration, Region 9 
Los Angeles Metropolitan Office 
888 South Figueroa, Suite 440 
Los Angeles, CA, 90017‐5467 
(213) 629‐8613
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From: Hughes, Candice (FTA)  
Sent: Tuesday, June 29, 2021 3:02 PM 
To: 'Gabrieleno Administration' <admin@gabrielenoindians.org> 
Cc: 'Perez, Brenda (FTA)' <brenda.perez@dot.gov> 
Subject: RE: West Valley Connector Corridor Project Phase 
 
Good Afternoon Brandy, 
 
The meeting can be held on Thursday, August 19, 2021 at 1pm. I will send out a meeting invite shortly. Could you 
provide me a list of the attendees? Or if you prefer, I will include you on the invite and please forward the invitation, as 
needed. 
 
As a final note, I have included Brenda Perez in the email. Brenda is the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) Project 
Manager for the West Valley Connector Corridor Project.  
 
Feel free to contact Brenda or myself, if you have any questions. Many Thanks! 
 
Candice Hughes 
Environmental Protection Specialist 
Federal Transit Administration, Region 9 
Los Angeles Metropolitan Office 
888 South Figueroa, Suite 440 
Los Angeles, CA, 90017‐5467 
(213) 629‐8613 
 

From: Gabrieleno Administration <admin@gabrielenoindians.org>  
Sent: Thursday, June 24, 2021 10:44 AM 
To: Hughes, Candice (FTA) <candice.hughes@dot.gov> 
Subject: Re: West Valley Connector Corridor Project Phase 
 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Department of Transportation (DOT). Do not click on links or open attachments 
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. 

 
Hello Candice   
 
Thank you for your email. The next time we are available will be on August 19th at 11am or 1pm. Please get back to us 
to see if any of these times work for you.  
 
Thank you  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Brandy Salas  

Admin Specialist 
Gabrieleno Band of Mission Indians - Kizh Nation 
PO Box 393 
Covina, CA  91723 
Office: 844-390-0787 
website:  www.gabrielenoindians.org [gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com]  
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To help protect your privacy, Microsoft Office prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.

 
 
The region where Gabrieleño culture thrived for more than eight centuries encompassed most of Los Angeles County, more than half 
of Orange County and portions of Riverside and San Bernardino counties. It was the labor of the Gabrieleño who built the missions, 
ranchos and the pueblos of Los Angeles. They were trained in the trades, and they did the construction and maintenance, as well as the 
farming and managing of herds of livestock. “The Gabrieleño are the ones who did all this work, and they really are the foundation of 
the early economy of the Los Angeles area “ . “That’s a contribution that Los Angeles has not recognized--the fact that in its early 
decades, without the Gabrieleño, the community simply would not have survived.” 
 
 
On Wed, Jun 23, 2021 at 2:23 PM Hughes, Candice (FTA) <candice.hughes@dot.gov> wrote: 

Good Afternoon Ms. Salas, 

  

Thank you for continuing consultation with the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) and San Bernardino County 
Transportation Authority (SBCTA) on the West Valley Connector Corridor project. At your earliest convenience, could 
you please provide the upcoming available dates and times, as well as, a list of attendees? 

  

Upon receiving the availability, FTA will email an invitation and agenda.  

  

Please contact me if you have any questions. Thank you! 

  

Candice Hughes 

Environmental Protection Specialist 

Federal Transit Administration, Region 9 

Los Angeles Metropolitan Office 

888 South Figueroa, Suite 440 

Los Angeles, CA, 90017‐5467 

(213) 629‐8613 
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From: Gabrieleno Administration <admin@gabrielenoindians.org>  
Sent: Wednesday, June 23, 2021 1:58 PM 
To: Hughes, Candice (FTA) <candice.hughes@dot.gov> 
Subject: West Valley Connector Corridor Project Phase 

  

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Department of Transportation (DOT). Do not click on links or open attachments 
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. 

  

Hello Ms. Candice Hughes,  

  

Thank you for your letter regarding the above project. Please see the attachment below. 

  

Thank you  

  

Sincerely, 

  

Brandy Salas  
 

Admin Specialist 
Gabrieleno Band of Mission Indians - Kizh Nation 
PO Box 393 
Covina, CA  91723 

Office: 844-390-0787 

website:  www.gabrielenoindians.org [gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com]  

  

To help protect your privacy, Microsoft Office prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.
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The region where Gabrieleño culture thrived for more than eight centuries encompassed most of Los Angeles County, more than half 
of Orange County and portions of Riverside and San Bernardino counties. It was the labor of the Gabrieleño who built the missions, 
ranchos and the pueblos of Los Angeles. They were trained in the trades, and they did the construction and maintenance, as well as the 
farming and managing of herds of livestock. “The Gabrieleño are the ones who did all this work, and they really are the foundation of 
the early economy of the Los Angeles area “ . “That’s a contribution that Los Angeles has not recognized--the fact that in its early 
decades, without the Gabrieleño, the community simply would not have survived.” 
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Kochaon, Anne

Subject: West Valley Connector Corridor Project Tribal Consultation
Location: Microsoft Teams Meeting

Start: Thu 8/19/2021 1:00 PM
End: Thu 8/19/2021 2:00 PM

Recurrence: (none)

Meeting Status: Accepted

Organizer: Hughes, Candice (FTA)

The Federal Transit Administration (FTA) and San Bernardino County Transportation Authority (SBCTA) on the West 
Valley Connector Corridor project are continuing consultation with Gabrieleno Band of Mission Indians‐Kizh Nation 
regarding project updates/changes. Prior to the meeting, an agenda and any additional attachments will be provided. 
 
Please contact me if you have any questions. Thank you! 
 
Candice Hughes 
Environmental Protection Specialist 
Federal Transit Administration, Region 9 Los Angeles Metropolitan Office 
888 South Figueroa, Suite 440 
Los Angeles, CA, 90017‐5467 
(213) 629‐8613 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
Microsoft Teams meeting 
Join on your computer or mobile app 
Click here to join the meeting 
Or call in (audio only)  
+1 213‐204‐6178,,261537208#   United States, Los Angeles 
Phone Conference ID: 261 537 208# 
Find a local number | Reset PIN  
 
The United States Department of Transportation Learn More | Help | Meeting options 
________________________________________________________________________________  
  DRAFT



From: Gabrieleno Administration
To: Hughes, Candice (FTA)
Subject: Re: West Valley Connector Corridor Re-evaluation CRMMP
Date: Monday, January 3, 2022 10:45:59 AM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Department of Transportation (DOT). Do not click on links or
open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Hello Candice 

Thank you for your condolences. We greatly appreciate it. The next time Mr. Salas is
available for a phone call will be on February 22nd at 3pm or February 24th at 1pm. Please get
back to us to see if any of these times work for you. Also we will have our comments on the
report out to you as soon as possible. 

Thank you 

Brandy Salas 
Admin Specialist
Gabrieleno Band of Mission Indians - Kizh Nation
PO Box 393
Covina, CA  91723
Office: 844-390-0787
website:  www.gabrielenoindians.org [gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com] 

The region where Gabrieleño culture thrived for more than eight centuries encompassed most of Los Angeles
County, more than half of Orange County and portions of Riverside and San Bernardino counties. It was the
labor of the Gabrieleño who built the missions, ranchos and the pueblos of Los Angeles. They were trained in the
trades, and they did the construction and maintenance, as well as the farming and managing of herds of
livestock. “The Gabrieleño are the ones who did all this work, and they really are the foundation of the early
economy of the Los Angeles area “ . “That’s a contribution that Los Angeles has not recognized--the fact that in
its early decades, without the Gabrieleño, the community simply would not have survived.”

On Mon, Jan 3, 2022 at 8:07 AM Hughes, Candice (FTA) <candice.hughes@dot.gov> wrote:

Good Morning Gabrieleno Band of Mission Indians-Kizh Nation,

 

Thank you for the update about the need to reschedule the meeting. My sympathy for the
family loss, especially during the holiday season.

While the Kizh Nation looks to reschedule new dates and times, would you please provide
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the FTA with the comments and the proposed edits to the Cultural Resources Mitigation and
Monitoring Plan (CRMMP)? Then, San Bernardino County Transportation Authority
(SBCTA) and the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) can begin reviewing and addressing
the edits before the anticipated meeting.

 

Much appreciated, to my knowledge, John Torres was working on the edits.

 

Please contact me if you have any questions. Thank you!

 

Candice Hughes

Environmental Protection Specialist

Federal Transit Administration, Region 9

Los Angeles Metropolitan Office

888 South Figueroa, Suite 440

Los Angeles, CA, 90017-5467

(213) 629-8613

 

From: Gabrieleno Administration <admin@gabrielenoindians.org> 
Sent: Wednesday, December 29, 2021 11:07 AM
To: Hughes, Candice (FTA) <candice.hughes@dot.gov>
Subject: Re: West Valley Connector Corridor Re-evaluation CRMMP

 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Department of Transportation (DOT). Do not click on
links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

 

Hello Candice 

 

We are sorry for the inconvenience. We are going to have to reschedule our consultation on
January 11th. Mr. Salas recently had a death in the family and will be attending the funeral
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on the 11th. I will get back to you with some other times and dates. 

 

Thank you 

Admin Specialist
Gabrieleno Band of Mission Indians - Kizh Nation
PO Box 393
Covina, CA  91723

Office: 844-390-0787

website:  www.gabrielenoindians.org [gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com] 

 

 

The region where Gabrieleño culture thrived for more than eight centuries encompassed most of Los Angeles
County, more than half of Orange County and portions of Riverside and San Bernardino counties. It was the
labor of the Gabrieleño who built the missions, ranchos and the pueblos of Los Angeles. They were trained in the
trades, and they did the construction and maintenance, as well as the farming and managing of herds of
livestock. “The Gabrieleño are the ones who did all this work, and they really are the foundation of the early
economy of the Los Angeles area “ . “That’s a contribution that Los Angeles has not recognized--the fact that in
its early decades, without the Gabrieleño, the community simply would not have survived.”

 

 

On Tue, Dec 14, 2021 at 11:10 AM Gabrieleno Administration
<admin@gabrielenoindians.org> wrote:

Thank you Candice 

Admin Specialist
Gabrieleno Band of Mission Indians - Kizh Nation
PO Box 393
Covina, CA  91723

Office: 844-390-0787
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website:  www.gabrielenoindians.org [gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com] 

 

 

The region where Gabrieleño culture thrived for more than eight centuries encompassed most of Los Angeles
County, more than half of Orange County and portions of Riverside and San Bernardino counties. It was the
labor of the Gabrieleño who built the missions, ranchos and the pueblos of Los Angeles. They were trained in
the trades, and they did the construction and maintenance, as well as the farming and managing of herds of
livestock. “The Gabrieleño are the ones who did all this work, and they really are the foundation of the early
economy of the Los Angeles area “ . “That’s a contribution that Los Angeles has not recognized--the fact that
in its early decades, without the Gabrieleño, the community simply would not have survived.”

 

 

On Mon, Dec 13, 2021 at 4:06 PM Hughes, Candice (FTA) <candice.hughes@dot.gov>
wrote:

Good Afternoon Brandy,

 

We are available for a phone call on January 11th at 3pm. I’ll send out an MS Teams
invite, as well.

 

Thank you!

 

Candice Hughes

Environmental Protection Specialist

Federal Transit Administration, Region 9

Los Angeles Metropolitan Office

888 South Figueroa, Suite 440

Los Angeles, CA, 90017-5467
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(213) 629-8613

 

From: Gabrieleno Administration <admin@gabrielenoindians.org> 
Sent: Monday, December 13, 2021 11:18 AM
To: Hughes, Candice (FTA) <candice.hughes@dot.gov>
Subject: Re: West Valley Connector Corridor Re-evaluation CRMMP

 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Department of Transportation (DOT). Do not click
on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

 

Hello Candice 

 

The next time Mr. Salas is available for a phone call will be on January 11th at 3pm.
Please let us know if this time works for you. 

 

Thank you 

 

Brandy Salas 

Admin Specialist
Gabrieleno Band of Mission Indians - Kizh Nation
PO Box 393
Covina, CA  91723

Office: 844-390-0787

website:  www.gabrielenoindians.org [gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com] 
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The region where Gabrieleño culture thrived for more than eight centuries encompassed most of Los Angeles
County, more than half of Orange County and portions of Riverside and San Bernardino counties. It was
the labor of the Gabrieleño who built the missions, ranchos and the pueblos of Los Angeles. They were
trained in the trades, and they did the construction and maintenance, as well as the farming and managing
of herds of livestock. “The Gabrieleño are the ones who did all this work, and they really are the
foundation of the early economy of the Los Angeles area “ . “That’s a contribution that Los Angeles has
not recognized--the fact that in its early decades, without the Gabrieleño, the community simply would not
have survived.”

 

 

On Mon, Dec 13, 2021 at 8:17 AM Hughes, Candice (FTA)
<candice.hughes@dot.gov> wrote:

Good Morning Gabrieleno Band of Mission Indians – Kizh Nation,

 I wanted to follow-up about continuing consultation for the West Valley Connector
Corridor Cultural Resources Monitoring and Mitigation Plan (CRMMP). Since it has
been difficult to schedule for this month of December, it may be easier to schedule
our meeting for January. Could you provide the availability dates for the month of
January?

Also, would it be possible to provide us with the proposed edits to the CRMMP as we
try to reschedule. Then, we can begin reviewing and addressing the edits before the
anticipated meeting. To my knowledge, John Torres was working on the edits.

 Please contact me if you have any questions. Thank you!

Candice Hughes

Environmental Protection Specialist

Federal Transit Administration, Region 9

Los Angeles Metropolitan Office

888 South Figueroa, Suite 440

Los Angeles, CA, 90017-5467

(213) 629-8613

 

From: Gabrieleno Administration <admin@gabrielenoindians.org> 
Sent: Monday, December 6, 2021 3:17 PM
To: Hughes, Candice (FTA) <candice.hughes@dot.gov>
Subject: Re: West Valley Connector Corridor Re-evaluation CRMMP
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CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Department of Transportation (DOT). Do not
click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

 

Hello Candice 

 

Thank you for your response. I will check the calendar to see if Mr. Salas is available
on any of the dates you have provided. 

 

Thank you 

 

Brandy Salas 

Admin Specialist
Gabrieleno Band of Mission Indians - Kizh Nation
PO Box 393
Covina, CA  91723

Office: 844-390-0787

website:  www.gabrielenoindians.org
[gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com] 

 

 

The region where Gabrieleño culture thrived for more than eight centuries encompassed most of Los
Angeles County, more than half of Orange County and portions of Riverside and San Bernardino
counties. It was the labor of the Gabrieleño who built the missions, ranchos and the pueblos of Los
Angeles. They were trained in the trades, and they did the construction and maintenance, as well as the
farming and managing of herds of livestock. “The Gabrieleño are the ones who did all this work, and
they really are the foundation of the early economy of the Los Angeles area “ . “That’s a contribution
that Los Angeles has not recognized--the fact that in its early decades, without the Gabrieleño, the
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community simply would not have survived.”

 

 

On Mon, Dec 6, 2021 at 2:36 PM Hughes, Candice (FTA)
<candice.hughes@dot.gov> wrote:

Hi Brandy,

 

Thank you for the follow-up and working the consultation into your schedule.
Unfortunately, I don’t have any availability this week. The soonest would be on:

Wednesday, December 15@9-10am or 1-3pm
Thursday, December 16@9-10am or 1-3pm

 

If those dates, are not available for you, then we can schedule in the 1st or 2nd week
of January.

 

Please contact me if you have any questions. Thank you!

 

Candice Hughes

Environmental Protection Specialist

Federal Transit Administration, Region 9

Los Angeles Metropolitan Office

888 South Figueroa, Suite 440

Los Angeles, CA, 90017-5467

(213) 629-8613

 

From: Gabrieleno Administration <admin@gabrielenoindians.org> 
Sent: Monday, December 6, 2021 2:25 PM
To: Hughes, Candice (FTA) <candice.hughes@dot.gov>
Subject: Re: West Valley Connector Corridor Re-evaluation CRMMP
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CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Department of Transportation (DOT). Do not
click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

 

Hello Candice 

 

Thank you for your reply. We are sorry for the delayed response. We have been
very busy and are trying our best to get back to everyone as soon as we can. are
you available to speak to Mr. Salas tomorrow December 7 at 1pm?  Please let us
know if this time works for you. 

 

Thank you 

 

Brandy Salas 

Admin Specialist
Gabrieleno Band of Mission Indians - Kizh Nation
PO Box 393
Covina, CA  91723

Office: 844-390-0787

website:  www.gabrielenoindians.org
[gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com] 

 

 

The region where Gabrieleño culture thrived for more than eight centuries encompassed most of Los
Angeles County, more than half of Orange County and portions of Riverside and San Bernardino
counties. It was the labor of the Gabrieleño who built the missions, ranchos and the pueblos of Los
Angeles. They were trained in the trades, and they did the construction and maintenance, as well as
the farming and managing of herds of livestock. “The Gabrieleño are the ones who did all this work,
and they really are the foundation of the early economy of the Los Angeles area “ . “That’s a
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contribution that Los Angeles has not recognized--the fact that in its early decades, without the
Gabrieleño, the community simply would not have survived.”

 

 

On Mon, Dec 6, 2021 at 9:16 AM Hughes, Candice (FTA)
<candice.hughes@dot.gov> wrote:

Good Morning Gabrieleno Band of Mission Indians – Kizh Nation,

 

I wanted to follow-up about continuing consultation for the West Valley
Connector Corridor Cultural Resources Monitoring and Mitigation Plan
(CRMMP). The previous meeting on November 19th was cancelled and we
would like to re-schedule after the holidays. Could you provide any availability
in January 2022?

 

Also, would it be possible to provide us with the proposed edits to the CRMMP
as we try to reschedule. It would be very helpful if we can begin reviewing and
addressing the edits before the anticipated meeting. To my knowledge, John
Torres was working on the edits.

 

Please contact me if you have any questions. Thank you!

 

Candice Hughes

Environmental Protection Specialist

Federal Transit Administration, Region 9

Los Angeles Metropolitan Office

888 South Figueroa, Suite 440

Los Angeles, CA, 90017-5467

(213) 629-8613

 

From: Hughes, Candice (FTA) 
Sent: Wednesday, November 24, 2021 11:38 AM
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To: Gabrieleno Administration <admin@gabrielenoindians.org>
Subject: RE: West Valley Connector Corridor Re-evaluation CRMMP

 

Thank you Brandy,

 

Much appreciated. Have a Happy Thanksgiving weekend!

 

Candice Hughes

Environmental Protection Specialist

Federal Transit Administration, Region 9

Los Angeles Metropolitan Office

888 South Figueroa, Suite 440

Los Angeles, CA, 90017-5467

(213) 629-8613

 

From: Gabrieleno Administration <admin@gabrielenoindians.org> 
Sent: Wednesday, November 24, 2021 11:36 AM
To: Hughes, Candice (FTA) <candice.hughes@dot.gov>
Subject: Re: West Valley Connector Corridor Re-evaluation CRMMP

 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Department of Transportation (DOT). Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is
safe.

 

Hello Candice 

 

Thank you for your email. I am checking to see if Mr. Salas has time to speak
next week. I will get back to you as soon as I find a date and time that works for
Mr. Salas.
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Thank you 

 

Brandy Salas 

Admin Specialist
Gabrieleno Band of Mission Indians - Kizh Nation
PO Box 393
Covina, CA  91723

Office: 844-390-0787

website:  www.gabrielenoindians.org
[gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com] 

 

 

The region where Gabrieleño culture thrived for more than eight centuries encompassed most of Los
Angeles County, more than half of Orange County and portions of Riverside and San Bernardino
counties. It was the labor of the Gabrieleño who built the missions, ranchos and the pueblos of Los
Angeles. They were trained in the trades, and they did the construction and maintenance, as well
as the farming and managing of herds of livestock. “The Gabrieleño are the ones who did all this
work, and they really are the foundation of the early economy of the Los Angeles area “ . “That’s
a contribution that Los Angeles has not recognized--the fact that in its early decades, without the
Gabrieleño, the community simply would not have survived.”

 

 

On Wed, Nov 24, 2021 at 10:17 AM Hughes, Candice (FTA)
<candice.hughes@dot.gov> wrote:

Good Morning Gabrieleno Band of Mission Indians – Kizh Nation,

 

I wanted to follow-up about continuing consultation for the West Valley
Connector Corridor Cultural Resources Monitoring and Mitigation Plan
(CRMMP). The previous meeting on November 19th was cancelled and we
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would like to re-schedule for one of the dates below.

 

Also, would it be possible to provide us with the proposed edits to the
CRMMP as we try to reschedule. It would be very helpful if we can begin
reviewing and addressing the edits before the meeting. To my knowledge,
John Torres was working on the edits.

 

Possible times

Monday, November 29 @11am – 4pm

Thursday, December 9@ 9am – 12pm and 3-4pm

Monday, December 13@ 1pm – 3pm

Wednesday, December 15@9-10am or 1-3pm

Thursday, December 16@9-10am or 1-3pm

 

Please contact me if you have any questions. Thank you!

 

Candice Hughes

Environmental Protection Specialist

Federal Transit Administration, Region 9

Los Angeles Metropolitan Office

888 South Figueroa, Suite 440

Los Angeles, CA, 90017-5467

(213) 629-8613

 

From: Hughes, Candice (FTA) 
Sent: Thursday, November 18, 2021 4:38 PM
To: Gabrieleno Administration <admin@gabrielenoindians.org>
Cc: Perez, Brenda (FTA) <brenda.perez@dot.gov>
Subject: RE: West Valley Connector Corridor Re-evaluation CRMMP
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Hi Leslie,

 

Thank you for the email notification. We have cancelled tomorrow’s meeting
and are hoping to re-schedule for one of the dates below. Would you please
highlight your preferred date and times.

 

Would it be possible to provide us with the proposed edits to the CRMMP as
we try to reschedule. It would be very helpful if we can begin reviewing and
addressing the edits before the meeting. To my knowledge, John Torres was
working on the edits.

 

Possible times

Monday, November 29 @11am – 4pm

Thursday, December 9@ 9am – 12pm and 3-4pm

Monday, December 13@ 1pm – 3pm

Tuesday, December 14@ 1pm – 3pm

Wednesday, December 15@9-10am or 1-3pm

Thursday, December 16@9-10am or 1-3pm

 

My best to the tribe regarding the discoveries. Please contact me if you have
any questions. Thank you!

 

Candice Hughes

Environmental Protection Specialist

Federal Transit Administration, Region 9

Los Angeles Metropolitan Office

888 South Figueroa, Suite 440

Los Angeles, CA, 90017-5467

(213) 629-8613
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From: Gabrieleno Administration <admin@gabrielenoindians.org> 
Sent: Thursday, November 18, 2021 4:00 PM
To: Hughes, Candice (FTA) <candice.hughes@dot.gov>
Subject: Re: West Valley Connector Corridor Re-evaluation CRMMP

 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Department of Transportation (DOT).
Do not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the
content is safe.

 

Hello Candice,

 

This is Lexie Salas. I know you had an appointment to speak with Mr. Salas
tomorrow regarding your project, however Mr. Salas has been taking care of 2
different sites that consist of burials. With this said can we please reschedule
the consultation for another day? Please let me know at your earliest
convenience.

 

Thank you, 

 

On Tue, Nov 2, 2021 at 5:46 PM Hughes, Candice (FTA)
<candice.hughes@dot.gov> wrote:

Good Morning Everyone,

 

On November 2, 2021, the FTA held a meeting with the Gabrieleno Band of
Mission Indians (GBMI) Kizh Nation by telephone to address any
remaining questions or comments. Based on the GBMI Kizh Nation
questions and comments, this meeting is continuing coordination to address
the comments below:

 

1. GBMI Kizh Nation question: Is the Cultural Resources Mitigation
and Monitoring Plan (CRMMP) finalized or a draft?
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FTA response: The CRMMP was finalized in 2018. However,
based on the project changes and re-evaluation, the FTA is
requesting that the CRMMP be reviewed by the tribe to ensure
that the CRMMP still adequately addresses the measures or for
notification if there should be any revisions.

2. GBMI Kizh Nation comment: The CRMMP should provide
additional clarification regarding the tribal history of the area for the
San Manuel Band of Mission Indians (SMBMI) and GBMI Kizh
Nation because the tribal history defines the potential resources and
discoveries, as well as, level of involvement for the SMBMI and
GBMI Kizh Nation.

FTA response: Noted, the GMBI will provide the CRMMP
with highlights and comments for possible revisions. An
additional teleconference will be scheduled on November 19,
2021, to further discuss the comments and finalize any changes.

3. GBMI Kizh Nation question: If a previously uninterested tribe
develops interest in the project and would like involvement in the
CRMMP, can the tribe be involved? What would be the process?

FTA response: If the FTA is notified of interest by a previously
uninterested tribal party that is federal-listed, or a previously
unnotified tribal party that is federally listed, the tribe may
become involved. The CRMMP may potentially expanded to
fully note the process of engaging and continuing involvement.
An additional teleconference will be scheduled on November
19, 2021, to further discuss the comments and finalize any
changes.

4. GBMI Kizh Nation comment: the CRMMP should more clearly
separate the archaeological discoveries from the tribal inadvertent
discoveries. The steps and process for the archaeological discovery
and tribal discovery should not be the same  (e.g. chapter 3, treatment,
collection, records and site assessment, etc.)

FTA response: Noted, the GMBI will provide the CRMMP
with highlights and comments for possible revisions. An
additional teleconference will be scheduled on November 19,
2021, to further discuss the comments and finalize any changes.

 

Please contact me if you have any questions. Thank you!

 

Candice Hughes

Environmental Protection Specialist
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Federal Transit Administration, Region 9

Los Angeles Metropolitan Office

888 South Figueroa, Suite 440 [gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com]

Los Angeles, CA, 90017-5467 [gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com]

(213) 629-8613
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website:  www.gabrielenoindians.org
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The region where Gabrieleño culture thrived for more than eight centuries encompassed most of
Los Angeles County, more than half of Orange County and portions of Riverside and San
Bernardino counties. It was the labor of the Gabrieleño who built the missions, ranchos and the
pueblos of Los Angeles. They were trained in the trades, and they did the construction and
maintenance, as well as the farming and managing of herds of livestock. “The Gabrieleño are
the ones who did all this work, and they really are the foundation of the early economy of the
Los Angeles area “ . “That’s a contribution that Los Angeles has not recognized--the fact that
in its early decades, without the Gabrieleño, the community simply would not have survived.”DRAFT
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WEST VALLEY CONNECTOR CORRIDOR MEETING SUMMARY            
 AUGUST 19, 2021 AT 1:00 PM 

Attendees 
• Federal Transit Administration (FTA): Brenda Perez (Project Manager) and Candice Hughes     
      (Environmental Protection Specialist)  
• Gabrieleno Band of Mission Indians – Kizh Nation (Indigenous tribe of the LA Basin, Orange 

County, and Inland Empire): Andy Salas, Brandy Salas 
• San Bernardino County Transportation Authority (SBCTA): Victor Lopez (Program Manager) 
• Parsons: Gerard Lumabas (Project Manager), Anne Kochoan (Environmental Manager), Gregory  
      King (Historical Research Specialist) 

 
Discussion Topics  
1. Introductions 
2. West Valley Connector Corridor approved project features: 

a. 35 Mile long route to serve 5 cities (Pomona, Montclair, Upland, Rancho Cucamonga, 
Fontana); Focus on Holt Boulevard with bus only lanes 

b. 5 center running stations 
c. 2 Phases of implementation 
d. 33 Stations 
e. Operation & Maintenance (O&M) Site in Ontario 

3. Project Status 
a. Final Design: 2020 –2021 
b. Right of Way Acquisition: 2021-2022 
c. Construction of Phase I: 2023 -2024 

4. Proposed Changes and the revised Area of Potential Effect (APE) map 
a. Change in Bus Type and Size: Zero-Emission Battery-Electric Buses instead of CNG Buses 

and 40-ft long instead of 60-ft long  
b. Installation of on-route electric chargers at Pomona Transit Center Station 
c. Changes in O&M Facility and Bus Charging Infrastructure: Conversion of existing 

Omnitrans  
d. West Valley Vehicle Maintenance Facility in Montclair to support O&M functions: The 

depth of disturbance will still be at the previous maximum depth of 10 feet. It includes 
disturbance of the utility and conduits. 

5. The Environmental review is updating technical studies to include the Pomona O&M facility for 
the NEPA revalidation and CEQA EIR addendum. Specifically, the cultural resources is being 
updated regarding the Native American Heritage Commission Sacred Lands Files, the 6 surveys 
available from the CHRIS records search by Cal State University Fullerton, and a pedestrian 
survey of the APE expansion to include the Pomona Transit Center Station, as well as, the built 
environment. 

 
The Kizh Nation noted that the coordination with the NAHC and CHRIS database recommends 
consultation with the tribes because not all of the knowledge of the area regarding the tribes 
has been filed. A statement of “no known resources” should still include additional tribal 
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coordination for resources that have yet to be recorded. It should not be assumed that there are 
“no resources”. 
 
The revised APE site of the Pomona O&M facility is adjacent to Los Angeles Wash and the Union 
Pacific Santa Fe Railroad. Considering the closeness of the loose sand and settlement ponds by 
the LA Wash, the area may have been less likely to be used historically. The anticipated depth of 
the Alluvium area is 12-15 feet for pole vaults. 
 
The neighboring sites in the alluvium area include Cucamonga, Toyvingna, Joatanga (Mt. Baldy 
and community by Santa Antonio and Cucamonga creek) have been used in tribal history. 
Beneath the soils, there would be tribal resources from the creek and watershed washways. 
 

6. Any revisions to the Cultural Resources Mitigation and Monitoring Plan (CRMMP) which the Kizh 
Nation commented on (August 2018). The mitigation language includes the preferred 
terminology for the Avoidance, Minimization, and Mitigation (AMM) measures and contacts for 
the Kizh Nation.  

 
Action Items 
1. Provide the PowerPoint presentation for the August 19, 2021, Consultation Meeting under 

Section 106 and AB 52  
2. Submit the Cultural Resources Mitigation and Monitoring Plan (CRMMP) from 2018 to the Kizh 

Nation for an additional review to ensure that all applicable measures are met and if the 
neighboring sites with tribal resources would be adequately addressed in the measures, as well. 
Determine if the trade routes to Santa Fe and Mission should also be included in the CRMMP. 

3. The Kizh Nation is to provide any additional information regarding the neighboring sites 
Cucamonga, Toyvingna, Joatanga (Mt. Baldy and community by Santa Antonio and Cucamonga 
creek). 
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May 25, 2022 
 
Mr. Andrew Salas         
Chairperson      
Gabrieleño Band of Mission Indians – Kizh Nation  
P.O. Box 393 
Covina, CA 91763 

Re: Section 106 Continuing Consultation for 
the West Valley Connector Corridor 
Project Re-evaluation 

Dear Chairman Salas,  

The Federal Transit Administration (FTA), in cooperation with San Bernardino County 
Transportation Authority (SBCTA), is writing to continue consultation under Section 106 of the 
National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) on the proposed construction of the West Valley 
Connector Corridor Project (the WVCC Project), a 35-mile-long bus rapid transit (BRT) project.  
5On June 4, 2021, the FTA initiated consultation by invitation per 36 CFR § 800.2 (c)(4) and 
other consulting parties per 36 CFR § 800.2(c)(5) on the WVCC Project Re-evaluation.  On June 
23, 2021, your tribe accepted the invitation to continue consultation. 

As part of our continuing consultation with you under Section 106 of the National Historic 
Preservation Act (NHPA), and in partnership with the San Bernardino County Transportation 
Authority (SBCTA), we thank you for participating in the teleconference call with the Federal 
Transit Administration (FTA) on November 2, 2021, and later providing the suggested edits to 
the Cultural Resources Monitoring and Mitigation Plan (CRMMP) on April 20, 2022.  This letter 
summarizes our responses to your comments, concerns, and input on the CRMMP. 

Questions and Comments on November 2, 2021, teleconference call 

1. Gabrieleño Band of Mission Indians (GBMI) – Kizh Nation question: Is the CRMMP 
finalized or a draft? 

Response: The CRMMP was first drafted in 2017 as part of the Draft EIR/EA 
preparation.  The CRMMP has gone through a number of edits to incorporate comments 
received from various parties including GBMI – Kizh Nation.  The last revision of the 
CRMMP, before the current revision, was dated March 2020, which was edited to be 
consistent with the Final EIR/EA.  Due to the changes to the project description in 2021, 
the FTA is in the process of preparing the NEPA re-evaluation of the EA/FONSI.  All 
technical studies including the CRMMP (September 2021) have been revised to reflect 
the changes in project description and the project impacts.  That is the version that the 
FTA requested the GBMI – Kizh Nation review the document once again to ensure that it 
still adequately addressed the measures discussed during consultation.  
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2. GBMI – Kizh Nation comment: The CRMMP should provide additional clarification 
regarding the tribal history of the area for the San Manuel Band of Mission Indians 
(SMBMI) and GBMI – Kizh Nation because the tribal history defines the potential 
resources and discoveries, as well as level of involvement by the SMBMI and GBMI –
Kizh Nation. 

Response: The FTA acknowledged GBMI – Kizh Nation’s comments and had scheduled 
subsequent conference calls with the tribe on several occasions to further discuss the 
comments, and finalize any changes. GBMI – Kizh Nation provided edits to the CRMMP 
to the FTA on April 20, 2022.  The areas recommended for monitoring, as indicated 
through tribal consultation, have been incorporated into the CRMMP and are further 
discussed below. 

3. GBMI – Kizh Nation question: If a previously uninterested tribe develops interest in the 
project and would like involvement in the CRMMP, can the tribe be involved? What 
would be the process? 

Response: If the FTA is notified of interest by a previously uninterested or previously 
unnotified tribal government that is federally-recognized, the tribe would be invited to 
participate.  The NHPA Section 106 process is designed to ensure inclusiveness of those 
parties who have an interest in cultural resources that may be affected by proposed 
federal undertakings.  

4. GBMI – Kizh Nation comment: The CRMMP should more clearly separate the 
archaeological discoveries from the tribal inadvertent discoveries.  The steps and process 
for the archaeological discovery and tribal discovery should not be the same (e.g. chapter 
3, treatment, collection, records and site assessment, etc.) 

Response: The FTA acknowledged GBMI – Kizh Nation’s comments. We understand 
that California Public Resources Code 13 PRC § 21080.3.1, also known as Assembly Bill 
(AB) 52, may create a distinction in the ultimate evaluation and treatment of finds than 
those which apply National Register of Historic Places evaluation criteria and Secretary 
of the Interior treatment standards, as required by federal undertakings conducted under 
NHPA Section 106.  The FTA has included clarifying language in the CRMMP to 
acknowledge that the CRMMP is a federal compliance document and does not 
specifically address any requirements under the California Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA). 

Recommended Edits to the CRMMP by GBMI – Kizh Nation, April 20, 2022 

The FTA is grateful for your time reviewing the CRMMP.  A revised final version of the 
CRMMP is attached for your records. In addition, the FTA is providing further explanation 
below in response to your comments. 

The CRMMP is intended to satisfy National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) requirements as 
an avoidance, minimization and/or mitigation requirement (CI-CR-1) for the Final 
Environmental Impact Report/Finding of No Significant Impact (EIR/FONSI) prepared for the 
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project, approved May 12, 2020.  The FTA acts as the lead agency for the NEPA requirements.  
Consequently, as discussed in response number 4 above, the CRMMP does not address CEQA 
requirements for which the SBCTA, as the lead agency, has separate consultation responsibilities 
under AB 52, which amended CEQA to create tribal cultural resources as a new category of 
resources. Therefore, we have added clarifying language in the introduction to better explain that 
the CRMMP was prepared to solely comply with federal environmental requirements. As a 
result, further references to AB 52 or tribal cultural resource protocols and the distinction 
between archaeological resources and tribal cultural resources have been omitted from the 
CRMMP text, although the information you have provided is a very useful summary and has 
been shared with SBCTA.  

Section 106 of the NHPA and its implementing regulations at 36 CFR § 800.3(f)(2) state that 
"The [federal] agency official shall make a reasonable and good faith effort to identify any 
Indian tribes...that may attach religious and cultural significance to historic properties in the area 
of potential effects [APE] and invite them to be consulting parties." The Native American 
Heritage Commission provided the FTA a tribal consultation list. In addition to the GBMI – Kizh 
Nation, other tribes also accepted the FTA's invitation to consult under Section 106. Therefore, 
suggested edits to  replace the CRMMP’s original broader term "consulting tribes" with the 
singular GBMI – Kizh Nation tribe name cannot be utilized in this document. Other specific 
references inserted by the tribe, including to the GBMI – Kizh Nation 's cultural resources 
training program, are not included for similar reasons. Therefore, the consulting party contacts 
were also reinserted in the Appendix.  

With regard to specific suggested edits, the FTA offers the following explanations: 

• On page 19, we cannot determine the ultimate deposition of any artifacts inadvertently 
discovered that fail to meet National Register of Historic Places criteria, as the FTA would 
need to conduct tribal consultation with all interested parties, as is mentioned in Section 3.4, 
on page 34.    

• On page 20, relative to monitoring ground disturbance, we have identified the sensitive 
project locations that the GBMI – Kizh Nation indicated to the FTA during previous 
consultations. We have also inserted maps (Appendix A) to visually indicate the approximate 
locations where archaeological and Native American monitoring will occur during 
construction of Phase I/Milliken Alignment; Phase II/Haven Alignment monitoring areas will 
be shown in an updated CRMMP once funding for that phase becomes available. These 
monitoring areas are located within the APE, which has received SHPO concurrence and can 
be found within the original and supplemental Historic Property Survey Reports.  

• Edits were made to Sections 2.3 (page 23) and 2.5 (page 25) to clarify requirements for 
creating daily monitoring logs and monthly reports. 
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• On page 28, concerning the level of effort needed to assess finds, the term "standard practice 
guidelines" may possibly be open to varying interpretations, so we have reiterated that the 
field practitioners should use the framework established in the Secretary of the Interior's 
Standards and Guidelines for Archaeological Documentation (1983) and the National Park 
Service publication The Archaeological Survey: Methods and Uses (1978).     

• On page 29, regarding unanticipated discoveries that would require avoidance, we removed 
"isolated artifacts" from the first bullet because these are already addressed in the next 
paragraph.  

The FTA thanks you again for participating in the tribal consultation and your review of the 
CRMMP. If you have any questions or concerns, please contact Candice Hughes, Environmental 
Protection Specialist at (213) 629-8613, or by email at candice.hughes@dot.gov. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 
for Ray Tellis 

Regional Administrator 
 
 
Attachments: West Valley Corridor Connector CRMMP – May 2022    
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CRMMP Revision History 
 
The Cultural Resources Monitoring and Mitigation Plan (CRMMP) may be updated and modified, as 
needed, as the West Valley Corridor Connector Bus Rapid Transit Project progresses.  
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June 2022 Edited as a result of SHPO consultation 
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

This Draft Cultural Resources Monitoring and Mitigation Plan (CRMMP) has been 
prepared in support of the proposed West Valley Corridor Connector (WVCC) Project, a 
35-mile-long Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) project proposed by the San Bernardino County 
Transportation Authority (SBCTA), which may receive federal funding and discretionary 
approvals from the Federal Transit Administration (FTA). The SBCTA is the lead agency 
for the project pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). The FTA is 
the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) lead agency. The CRMMP is strictly a FTA 
background document in support of the NEPA environmental decision making process; it 
does not specifically address any CEQA requirements though there is some overlap and 
parallel approaches concerning cultural resources management processes. SBCTA 
maintains separate responsibilities under state law (AB 52) to consult with tribes who have 
requested to participate in projects that may have a potential to impact a Tribal Cultural 
Resource (TCR).  

A monitoring and mitigation plan is a formal set of protocols and procedures to establish 
and ensure timely and accurate communications and implementation of a standardized 
process for archaeological and Native American monitoring and for the recordation/ 
treatment of new finds with a purpose to minimize adverse effects to any cultural resources 
discovered during ground-disturbing activities. This CRMMP is intended to comply with 
Mitigation Measure CI-CR-1, as described in the Final Environmental Impact Report (EIR) 
and the Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) for the WVCC Project. This CRMMP 
provides a strategic framework for inadvertent discoveries during all phases of project 
construction and can be revised, as needed.  
 

Provisions included in this CRMMP are based on what is known at the time of development of 
the CRMMP; it has been modified over time to reflect the developing understanding of the 
resources or changes to the scope of work, personnel, or excavation strategies, and in 
response to tribal consultation. 

Monitoring is defined as active observation of earth-moving or other work that could 
adversely affect cultural resources or the treatment of Native American human remains, 
associated grave artifacts, and sacred objects that may be unearthed by project activities 
within the Area of Potential Effects (APE) and includes, as warranted by circumstances, 
observation, data recording, data recovery, archaeological excavation, photography, 
laboratory analysis and artifact cataloging, ancillary special studies, and production of a 
written report that meets current professional archaeological standards. 

The objective of this CRMMP is to outline the methods and procedures that will be 
implemented as part of the monitoring of the construction program for the WVCC Project 
as it is undertaken in Los Angeles County and San Bernardino County. 
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Implementation of this CRMMP will reduce the likelihood of adverse effects to cultural 
resources. Although the potential for the project to encounter buried prehistoric 
archaeological resources is considered generally low, the project extends through the 
traditional lands of the Gabrieleño Band of Mission Indians – Kizh Nation (GBMI – Kizh 
Nation) as well as an eastern portion of the Serrano ancestral territory of the San Manuel 
Band of Mission Indians (SMBMI). Most ground-disturbing construction activities are 
expected to occur within highly disturbed sediments and/or areas with fill where intact 
archaeological materials are unlikely to exist. 

As a result, archaeological monitoring by Native American representatives will be limited to 
any project-related, ground-disturbing construction activities (e.g., grubbing, grading, 
excavation, drilling and tree or fence post removal) that occur within previously undisturbed 
sediments, if any are encountered, and any other areas agreed to by parties through 
consultation with Tribal representatives as sensitive. Consultation is necessary to identify 
areas important to Native Americans that may be unrecognized by people outside the 
culture. These include sacred sites, Traditional Cultural Properties (TCP), and under 
CEQA, Tribal Cultural Resources (TCR). Knowledge of such places is usually considered 
confidential. 

Construction that requires monitoring includes demolition activities that could disturb native 
soil and any earthmoving (e.g., grading or excavation for foundations, footings, or trenching 
for underground utilities in areas that have been deemed sensitive for resources). 
Archaeological monitoring will continue until it is determined that excavation has reached 
the maximum depth at which important remains could occur. Additionally, ground-disturbing 
activity for the proposed project could disturb, damage, or degrade unknown, intact, and 
potentially significant archaeological and sacred resources. This plan includes procedures 
to be implemented if a culturally modified soil deposit (midden) or human remains are 
unearthed. If human remains are exposed during construction, State Health and Safety 
Code Section 7050.5 states that no further disturbance shall occur until the County Coroner 
has made the necessary findings as to origin and disposition pursuant to Public Resources 
Code (PRC) 5097.98. Construction must halt in the area of the discovery of human 
remains, the area must be protected, and consultation and treatment should occur as 
prescribed by law. 

The archaeological monitor(s) have the authority to temporarily halt or divert ground- 
disturbing activity to appraise and document materials uncovered during development 
activities in consultation with the participating tribes. If a potentially significant resource is 
discovered, the process described in this CRMMP will be implemented in consultation with 
the SBCTA, the FTA, consulting Tribal Governments, and the State Historic Preservation 
Officer (SHPO). 
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1.1 Project Description 
 

The SBCTA, in cooperation with the cities of Pomona, Montclair, Ontario, Rancho 
Cucamonga, and Fontana, proposes construction of the 35-mile-long WVCC Project (see 
Figure 1 for a regional overview map). The project alignment runs along Holt 
Avenue/Boulevard, Haven Avenue, Milliken Avenue, Foothill Boulevard, and Sierra 
Avenue. The project would be constructed in two phases: Phase I/Milliken Alignment, from 
the Pomona Regional Transit Center Station to Victoria Gardens in Rancho Cucamonga 
and Phase II/Haven Alignment, from Ontario International Airport to Kaiser Permanente 
Medical Center in Fontana. Phase I is scheduled for completion in late 2024. Construction 
of the Phase II/ Haven Alignment is scheduled to occur after completion of Phase I when 
funding is available. The SBCTA intends to construct the WVCC, which will then be 
operated by the Omnitrans. The environmental review process for the project was 
completed in accordance with CEQA and NEPA requirements. A Notice of Availability 
(NOA) and digital copy of the Draft EIR/Environmental Assessment were sent to all Native 
American and Tribal contacts during the public circulation period from June 24 to August 
8, 2019. The Final EIR under CEQA and FONSI under NEPA were completed in March 
2020. The SBCTA and the participating cities identified Alternative B (Full BRT with 3.5 
miles of dedicated bus-only lanes on Holt Boulevard in Ontario) as the preferred 
alternative. The SBCTA Board certified the Final EIR in May 2020, and the FTA issued a 
FONSI for the project shortly after the Final EIR was certified. Figure 1 presents the 
original project map. 

1.2 Description of the Preferred Alternative (Alternative B) 
 

Alternative B, the Preferred Alternative, includes the full 35-mile-long BRT corridor, which is 
composed of the Phase I/Milliken Alignment, Phase II/Haven Alignment, 3.5 miles of 
dedicated bus-only lanes in Ontario, and 5 center-running stations and 50 side-running 
stations at up to 33 locations/major intersections. The dedicated lanes segment includes 2 
mixed-flow lanes and 1 transit lane in each direction and 5 center-running stations. To 
accommodate dedicated lanes, right of way acquisition and temporary construction 
easements are required for roadway widening and placement of electrical and fiber optic 
utility lines. This process is currently ongoing and is scheduled to be completed by October 
2022. Land acquisition along the corridor will also accommodate roadway reconfiguration 
and station construction. In addition, some areas of the project corridor involve relocation or 
extension of adjacent driveways, curbs, medians, sidewalks, parking lots, and local bus 
stops. 
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Figure 1: WVCC BRT Original Project Map (Final EIR/FONSI, March 2020) 
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Bus Rapid Transit Stations 

BRT stations at 33 locations/major intersections and associated improvements are to be 
located approximately 0.5 to 1 mile apart (see Figure 1 for station locations). Table 1 lists 
the BRT stations to be constructed as part of the Phase I/Milliken Alignment. Alternative B 
includes these 5 five center-running platform stations: 

• Holt Boulevard/Mountain Avenue 
• Holt Boulevard/San Antonio Avenue 
• Holt Boulevard/Euclid Avenue 
• Holt Boulevard/Campus Avenue 
• Holt Boulevard/Grove Avenue 

 
Table 1: Stations along Phase I/Milliken Alignment 

 

City Stations 
Pomona • Pomona Regional Transit Center Station 

• Holt Avenue/Garey Avenue 
• Holt Avenue/Towne Avenue 
• Holt Avenue/Clark Avenue 
• Holt Avenue/Indian Hill Boulevard 

Montclair • Holt Boulevard/Ramona Avenue 
• Holt Boulevard/Central Avenue 

Ontario • Holt Boulevard/Mountain Avenue* 
• Holt Boulevard/San Antonio Avenue* 
• Holt Boulevard/Euclid Avenue* 
• Holt Boulevard/Campus Avenue* 
• Holt Boulevard/Grove Avenue* 
• Holt Boulevard/Vineyard Avenue 
• Ontario International Airport 
• Inland Empire Boulevard/Archibald Way 
• Inland Empire Boulevard/Porsche Way 
• Ontario Mills 

Rancho Cucamonga • Rancho Cucamonga Metrolink Station 
• Foothill Boulevard/Milliken Avenue 
• Foothill Boulevard/Rochester Avenue 
• Victoria Gardens between North and South Main Street 

Note: * denotes the center-running stations to be constructed under Alternative B. 

 
 

As part of the Phase II/Haven Alignment, an additional 12 side-running stations would be 
constructed for both Build Alternatives, as listed in Table 2. 
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Table 2: Additional Stations to be Constructed 
as Part of Phase II/Haven Alignment 

 

City Stations 
Rancho Cucamonga • Haven Avenue/6th Street 

• Haven Avenue/Arrow Route 
• Haven Avenue/Foothill Boulevard 
• Foothill Boulevard/Spruce Avenue 
• Foothill Boulevard/Day Creek Boulevard 

Fontana • Foothill Boulevard/Mulberry Avenue 
• Foothill Boulevard/Cherry Avenue 
• Foothill Boulevard/Citrus Avenue 
• Foothill Boulevard/Sierra Avenue 
• Fontana Metrolink Station 
• Sierra Avenue/Randall Avenue 
• Sierra Avenue/Kaiser Permanente 

 
 
Maintenance Facilities 

The project’s bus fleet would be composed of 60-foot-long articulated compressed natural 
gas (CNG) propulsion buses. A new O&M facility for light maintenance activities would be 
constructed as part of the project during the Phase I/Milliken Alignment. As part of the 
environmental analysis, three potential sites in Ontario were considered for the proposed 
new O&M facility, with Site 3, as identified in Figure 2, a parcel owned by the City of Ontario 
(1333 S. Bon View Avenue), selected as the preferred site through the CEQA/NEPA 
process in 2020. 
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Figure 2: Future Operations and Maintenance Facility proposed for Site 3 
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1.3 Project Changes 
 

Subsequent to environmental approval of the WVCC Project in 2020, as described earlier, 
the SBCTA proceeded with project design of the Phase I Milliken Alignment. To stay within 
the Small Starts Program maximum project cost, currently $300 million, and to deliver the 
most cost-effective project, the SBCTA has continued to review the project for savings. 
Subsequently, the SBCTA has identified changes that could be implemented to help achieve 
significant cost savings and also meet California's health-based air quality standards and 
greenhouse gas emission reduction goals while adhering to the project’s purpose and need. 

 

The following paragraphs and Figure 3 summarize the proposed changes to the WVCC 
project description stated in the Final EIR/FONSI (March 2020). 

 

1.3.1 Change in Bus Type and Length 

The SBCTA had identified the use of 40-foot-long buses over the 60-foot-long CNG buses 
(proposed in the environmental document) as one of the opportunities for savings. Based 
on the evaluation, the SBCTA determined that the seated passenger capacity of the 40-foot 
and 60-foot buses is similar and can accommodate ridership projections for the project. 
Design adjustments can be incorporated that allow for the loading of bikes on the front of the 
40-foot bus as opposed to bringing them onto 60-foot buses. In addition, a 3-door, 40-foot 
bus is available that will serve the planned center platforms along Holt Boulevard. Finally, 
the center platform can be designed in such a way that it could accommodate 60-foot buses 
in the future, both from a platform length and platform height perspective. Therefore, the use 
of 40-foot-buses can still meet the high-quality transit system and the projected demand as 
stated in the purpose and need of the project. 

 

As the final design proceeded, the SBCTA recently received a Transit and Intercity Rail 
Capital Program (TIRCP) funding award of $15 million administered by the California State 
Transportation Agency (CalSTA), for the purchase of zero-emission battery electric buses 
(BEB) for the WVCC Project. The use of BEBs would also help the SBCTA to meet the State 
Zero-Emission Vehicle (ZEV) program aimed at reducing air pollutant and greenhouse gas 
emissions. Due to the unavailability of the 60-foot-long BEBs, the SBCTA decided to 
purchase 18 of the 40-foot-long BEBs as part of Phase I operations to take advantage of 
available grant funding. To maintain future flexibility, the WVCC stations are being designed 
to accommodate the use of both 40-foot-long and 60-foot-long buses. 
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Figure 3. WVCC BRT Proposed Changes 
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1.3.2 Change in O&M Facility and Charging Infrastructure 

The Omnitrans recently implemented the Connect Forward service reduction plan at its West Valley 
Vehicle Maintenance Facility (WVVMF), located at 4748 E. Arrow Highway, Montclair (Figure 4), 
which reduces the number of fixed route buses in service thus freeing up capacity. The SBCTA, 
working in partnership with the Omnitrans, has identified that the 18 bus fleet required for Phase I 
operations can be serviced at the WVVMF. The use of the Omnitrans existing facility provides cost 
savings opportunity by deferring the construction of the new O&M facility at 1333 S. Bon View 
Avenue in Ontario until funding is available or when the bus fleet is expanded as part of the Phase 
II/Haven Alignment operations. Other than the phasing, there are no additional changes to the new 
O&M facility in Ontario (e.g., description, anticipated effects or previous mitigation pertaining to the 
new O&M facility). 

 

To use the existing WVVMF facility in Montclair as an O&M facility to service the BEBs for the WVCC 
Project, some retrofits would be required, including electrical infrastructure upgrades and installation 
of charging stations within the facility’s premises (Figure 5). The use of BEBs would also require 
installation of on-route chargers at the Pomona Transit Center Station located at the Pomona Transit 
Center/Metrolink Station area (Figure 6). However, there would be no change to the footprint of either 
facility. Installation of the on- route chargers would occur concurrently with the WVCC Project's 
station construction program. No additional property acquisition is required to convert the existing 
WVVMF in Montclair to handle the new O&M needs associated with implementation of the WVCC 
Project. 

 

The BRT buses accessing the proposed O&M site in Montclair are expected to follow the current 
routes used by the Omnitrans' local buses. Except for the proposed changes outlined above, all other 
WVCC Project elements as described in the 2020 Final EIR/FONSI would remain the same. 
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Figure 4. Aerial View of Existing Omnitrans West Valley Vehicle Maintenance Facility 
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Figure 5. O&M Facility Conceptual Site Plan at WVVMF 
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Figure 6. Two Chargers to be Installed at Pomona Transit Center Station 
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Proposed New Use of WVVMF 

Conversion of the existing WVVMF to support O&M functions of the WVCC Project requires 
changes to the facility. The BEB parking and charging stations would be located at the open 
paved area at the central section of the WVVMF site, while parking spaces for employee and 
visitor vehicles would be located just north of the office building area (see Figure 5 above). 
BEB charging areas would consist of three rows and be covered by a solar canopy supported 
by concrete columns and located immediately to the north of the new vehicle parking spaces. 
Nine 150-kilowatt electric bus chargers and two 150-kilowatt electric vehicle chargers would be 
provided under this canopy. The remaining area between the proposed charging areas and the 
existing bus wash facility and fueling station to the north would continue to be used for bus 
parking. Underground conduits would extend from the charging area to the battery backup, 
switchboard, transformer, and the power line service connection at Arrow Highway.  

 

On-Route Charger 

The use of BEBs would also require installation of on-route chargers at the Pomona Transit 
Center Station. The installation of on-route chargers will occur within the existing footprint of 
the original proposed station to be located within the Pomona Transit Center Station (see 
Figure 6 above), and the area and depth of which has been previously disturbed. 

 

Construction Activities 

Modification of the existing Omnitrans WVVMF to support the BEB maintenance would occur as 
part of the Phase I/Milliken Alignment construction, which would start in late 2022 and be 
completed in late 2024. Installation of the on-route chargers at the Pomona Transit Center 
Station would occur at the same time as the main WVCC Project construction. 

 

Construction activities at the WVVMF site would include mobilization and staging, site clearing, 
grading and paving, charging structure construction, equipment installation, and minor 
landscaping and finishing. The charging structure would require soil excavation of 
approximately 15 feet below existing ground surface, subject to the verification of the 
geotechnical investigation. Trenching for electrical and communication equipment, and if any 
wet or dry utility relocations are needed, would have an excavation depth of approximately 6 
feet. 

 

Construction activities at the Pomona Transit Center Station would include installation of two 
electric pantograph chargers. The maximum excavation depth for these chargers is 10 feet. 

 

In all, ground disturbance is limited to the above described locations. No extensive backfill or 
grading are expected given the relatively flat elevation of the project site. 
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Implementation Schedule 

The implementation schedule has been updated as follows: 
 

• Completion of the environmental compliance phase (March 2020) 
• Completion of Final Design (December 2022) and begin construction in March 2023 
• Completion of Phase I/Milliken Alignment and O&M facility construction in October 2024 
• Completion of vehicle procurement and system testing in December 2024 
• System operation in February 2025 

 

Construction of Phase II/Haven Alignment is scheduled to occur after completion of the 
Phase I/Milliken Alignment pending funding availability. 

1.4 Description of Area of Potential Effects and Areas where 
Monitors will be Used 

For this project, the proposed APE was established in accordance with 36 Code of Federal 
Regulations (CFR) § 800.4(a)(1). The FTA consulted with the SHPO in December 2016 
and October 2017 concerning a revision to the Undertaking’s APE to account for 
construction of the O&M facility, for which concurrence was received from the SHPO in 
March 2018. 

The proposed APE was determined to encompass the ROW and parcels along the 
proposed side and center stations of the above-mentioned alignment for purposes of the 
built-environment resources study and covers only the ROW within the proposed side and 
center stations, as well as areas for temporary construction easements (TCE), proposed 
staging areas, and parcels proposed for full or partial acquisition for the archaeological 
resources study. As a result of the proposed project changes described above in Section 
1.3, the previously approved APE has been revised and expanded to include the proposed 
use of the existing Omnitrans WVVMF, located at 4748 E. Arrow Highway in Montclair, the 
proposed route to the WVVMF, and immediately adjacent parcels to the WVVMF which 
contain built-environment resources that could experience effects from construction and 
operation of the facility. No other changes in the previously approved APE map have been 
made. The expanded APE limits of ground disturbance encompass a small area within the 
5.3-acre parcel comprising the existing WVVMF in Montclair to account for site 
improvements and required retrofits, including electrical infrastructure upgrades and 
installation of charging stations within the facility’s premises. None of the existing buildings 
on the existing WVVMF site would be removed. All project activities, including construction 
staging and equipment storing areas, are anticipated to be contained entirely within the 
WVVMF site. 

 

The APE includes parcels that may experience visual, noise, vibration, or changes to 
setting. These areas were established as the legal parcel adjacent to where these effects 
may occur if built environment resources were present. If any part of a parcel would be 
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temporarily or permanently affected, then the entire parcel was included in the APE 
footprint. In terms of the vertical APE, a summary of maximum depth of ground 
disturbance for stations, the existing Omnitrans WVVMF facility in Montclair, the proposed 
O&M facility in Ontario, and underground utilities, is contained in Table 3. The maximum 
depth of ground disturbance is estimated to be 15 feet pile length below current ground 
surface for infrastructure upgrades and charging station installation, representing the 
maximum vertical APE for project work at the existing WVVMF site in Montclair. The 
estimated excavation depth for the BEB O&M facility is 3 feet greater than the estimated 
depth for the proposed O&M facility in Ontario because construction of the steel canopy 
and pole structure associated with the charging station would require different weight 
distribution than the structure foundation proposed for the Ontario O&M facility. 

 

Table 3: Summary of Maximum Excavation Depth for Stations, Facilities, and Utilities 
 

Location Type of Work Requiring Excavation Maximum 
Depth in Feet 

Side-running BRT Stations Shelter construction, electrical and communication 
equipment installation, bus pads 2.5 

All Stations Station pylons 4 
New O&M site at the 
Existing Omnitrans 
WVVMF Facility in 
Montclair (Phase I) 

 
Pole structures to support steel canopy associated 
with the charging station 

 
15 

New O&M Facility site in 
Ontario (Phase II) when 
funding is available 

Elevator shaft; maintenance trench; building 
foundation 

 
12 

Holt Boulevard (between 
Benson Avenue and Vine 
Avenue) 

Construction of center-running BRT Stations 2.5 
Utility relocation 6 
Storm drain laterals 15 

 
This CRMMP indicates particularly sensitive areas that have been identified through tribal 
consultation (see Section 2.0 and Appendix A). 

1.5 Summary of Previous Investigations and Known Resources 

To identify historic properties (i.e., National Register of Historic Places [NRHP]-eligible or 
listed resources) that could be affected by the WVCC Project, several studies were 
undertaken between 2016 and 2021 including a survey of the built environment and formal 
evaluation of historic-age (i.e., 50 years old or older) architectural resources; archaeological 
records searches conducted at the South Central Coastal Information Center (SCCIC) 
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located at California State University, Fullerton, field surveys of all open, accessible 
portions of the APE, recordation and evaluation of 11 new archaeological resources, and 
field check of 2 previously-recorded sites; four searches of the Sacred Lands File with the 
Native American Heritage Commission; and consultation with 22 Native American groups 
and 8 historical associations and organizations over the course of the project. The methods 
and results of those investigations are documented in the Historic Property Survey Report 
(HPSR 2018), Archaeological Survey Report (ASR 2018), and Historic Resources 
Evaluation Report (HRER 2018), as well as the Supplemental HPSR and Supplemental 
ASR, which were prepared in September 2021 to account for cultural resource 
investigations of the WVCC's revised APE in 2021. 

 

Given the developed nature of the APE, the majority of identified resources consist of 
historic-age buildings and structures. As documented in the HRER, there are 159 built 
environment resources which were evaluated that do not appear to be eligible for listing in 
the NRHP, 5 properties are listed in or previously determined eligible for listing in the 
NRHP: Southern Pacific Railroad Depot, Pomona; Lincoln Park Historic District, Pomona; 
Euclid Avenue, Ontario; National Old Trails Road/Route 66, Rancho Cucamonga and 
Fontana; and Malaga Underpass Bridge, Fontana, and 4 properties determined eligible for 
listing in the NRHP as a result of the WVCC investigations: Vince's Spaghetti, 1206 W. Holt 
Blvd., Ontario; A.C. Moorhead House, 961 W. Holt Blvd., Ontario; The Grinder Haven, 724 
W. Holt Blvd., Ontario; and Jacob Lerch House, 541 E. Holt Blvd., Ontario. In addition, 
there are 19 resources in the APE that are listed in or eligible for local historic landmark 
designation by the City of Ontario. On August 7, 2018, the SHPO provided concurrence on 
the eligibility findings for built-environment resources as described in the HRER. 

The archaeological studies, as documented in the ASR, identified 11 new archaeological 
resources within the APE, all consisting of historic-age remnants (e.g., foundations, debris, 
and/or refuse) of past residences and businesses in Ontario. There are no standing 
structures associated with any of these sites. None of these 11 resources are eligible for 
the NRHP or the California Register of Historical Resources (CRHR). Two previously 
recorded archaeological sites within the project APE include the NRHP-listed National Old 
Trails Road/Route 66 (P-36-002910; CA-SBR-2910H) and a historic-age residence (P-36-
007144; CA-SBR-7144H) that is no longer extant and is not eligible for the NRHP or 
CRHR. No prehistoric resources or TCP/TCRs were identified within the APE during the 
archaeological investigations and consultation with Native American groups. On August 7, 
2018, the SHPO provided concurrence on the findings as described in the ASR.  

The Supplemental ASR (September 2021), incorporated as Appendix B of the 
Supplemental HPSR (September 2021), was prepared to address the change to the project 
description as outlined in Section 1.3 of this CRMMP, and transmitted by the FTA to the 
SHPO for concurrence in October 2021. No archaeological sites were identified as part of 
the records search and pedestrian field survey undertaken at the existing WVVMF site in 
Montclair, and nor had there been any previously recorded archaeological sites within a 
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0.25 mile radius of the updated portion of the APE. On March 9, 2022, the SHPO 
responded to the FTA that the revised APE appears adequately delineated to account for 
direct and indirect effects to historic properties.  The SHPO also indicated that based on 
the results of the FTA’s supplemental identification efforts conducted within the revised 
APE, the SHPO agreed that the FTA’s original finding of no adverse effect with the 
condition to implement a CRMMP remains appropriate.  

Because tribal consultation on the CRMMP was ongoing when the Supplemental HPSR 
(September 2021) was submitted, the SHPO decided to withhold their review and comment 
on the CRMMP until the tribal consultation had been concluded. On May 25, 2022, 
following conclusion of the tribal consultation, the FTA resubmitted the revised CRMMP 
(dated May 2022) to the SHPO for review. On June 13, 2022, the FTA received comments 
from the SHPO, among them requesting that the CRMMP be revised to clarify agency 
responsibilities, including involving the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation (ACHP), 
specifying consultation time frames, and using the National Historic Preservation Act 
(NHPA) Section 106 term "effects" rather than "impacts."  As a result, this revised CRMMP 
(Updated June 2022) reflects changes made in response to the SHPO comments. This 
updated CRMMP is being submitted to the SHPO with the updated Supplemental HPSR 
(June 2022), the latter was revised to indicate that tribal consultation on the CRMMP has 
been concluded. 
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2.0 MONITORING 

2.1 Monitoring Plan 

Monitoring Requirements 

Archaeological and Native American monitoring shall be limited to any project-related, 
ground-disturbing construction activities (e.g., grading, excavation, drilling) that occur 
within previously undisturbed sediments, if any are encountered, or in areas in which the 
agency and Native Americans consider highly sensitive based on the potential to 
encounter buried resources. Ground-disturbing construction activities in areas of fill or 
disturbed sediments shall not be monitored unless specifically agreed to by the 
SBCTA/FTA and Tribal representatives through consultation. When applicable, the Native 
American monitor shall be invited by the SBCTA WVCC Project Manager, or designee, under 
the authority of, and in cooperation with, the FTA, to be present to visually inspect the 
removed soil and exposed floors and walls of any areas excavated to determine if cultural 
materials are present. The SBCTA's construction contractor will strive to provide a minimum 
of a five-day look ahead schedule for any areas as described in Section 1.4 where 
excavation or ground disturbing activities will occur.  The tribal representative shall work 
with the Archaeological Principal Investigator (PI) to direct excavation crews to divert or 
slow soil removal to a pace suitable to accommodate a reasonable level of soil 
examination. The SBCTA has assigned Parsons Transportation Group Inc. (Parsons), the 
project engineering firm under contract to the SBCTA, to carry out the cultural resources 
work in compliance with state and federal regulations.  Parsons has engaged Paleo 
Solutions, Inc., currently a part of Stantec, Inc. (Stantec), to provide qualified archaeologists 
including the monitor(s) for the WVCC Project. The FTA is responsible for Section 106 of 
NHPA and will work closely with the SBCTA to assure compliance. The FTA will review and 
approve all documents prepared as part of the CRMMP requirements. 

Archaeological monitoring, when applicable, shall be conducted by a qualified 
archaeologist from Stantec, who meets the Secretary of the Interior’s (SOI) Professional 
Qualifications Standards for Archaeology. Tribal monitor(s) shall be retained and 
compensated and are required to be approved by the consulting tribal governments 
participating in the monitoring process, as per the Section 106 consultation conducted by 
the FTA. Individuals approved by the Tribe(s) to serve as monitors, however, would need 
to be provided to the SBCTA/FTA for review and final selection. The agencies need to 
have readily-available and current contact information for these individuals both prior to 
and during the project’s scheduled ground-disturbing activities. 

The goal of monitoring is to identify evidence of historic and/or precontact human activities 
that may inadvertently be displaced or affected by excavation or earth-moving activities. 
Once the construction and excavation schedule and monitoring locations have been 
established and agreed upon by the SBCTA WVCC Project Manager and the construction 
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contractor, the archaeologist, Native American monitor, and the FTA shall be notified by the 
SBCTA WVCC Project Manager, or designee. Analysis of any cultural material recovered 
and report preparations shall be conducted under supervision of an SOI-qualified 
archaeologist who shall serve as the Archaeological PI. The monitoring and all excavations 
shall follow standard archaeological practice, and the level of description and 
documentation in the report submitted to the FTA for review shall be consistent with the 
SOI Standards and Guidelines for Archaeological Documentation (1983) and the National 
Park Service publication, The Archaeological Survey: Methods and Uses (1978).  

Archaeological and Native American monitors, unless one person is serving in both roles, 
shall be present during ground-disturbing activity within previously undisturbed sediments, 
if any are encountered, and locations where there is potential to encounter buried 
archaeological and other cultural resources based on information learned through tribal 
consultation (see Appendix A). As a result, during construction of Phase I/Milliken 
Alignment, monitoring would occur during excavations at all station locations, from the 
Pomona Regional Transit Center Station to Victoria Gardens in Rancho Cucamonga, and 
including the existing Omnitrans WVVMF in Montclair, as well as locations along Holt 
Boulevard (between Benson Avenue and Vine Avenue) in Ontario where ground 
disturbance involving utility relocation and construction of storm drain laterals will occur.1 
This recommendation is based on information obtained through tribal consultation about 
areas within and adjacent to the APE. If inadvertent archaeological discoveries are made 
outside of these designated locations, further monitoring may be required near the 
unanticipated discovery. All archaeological and Native American monitoring during 
construction shall be managed by the SBCTA, or its subcontractor, who will coordinate daily 
monitoring activities with the SBCTA WVCC Project Manager. The SBCTA will provide at 
least 48 hours' notice to the tribe(s) of impending ground disturbance so that tribal monitors 
can be effectively mobilized.  

The monitors will note any significant archaeological or other cultural resource discoveries 
and promptly advise the Archaeological PI and the SBCTA, who shall in turn notify and 
consult with the FTA on the appropriate steps to take to avoid effects to the resource. 
Consulting parties, including consulting tribes, the SHPO, and the ACHP, will be notified 
within 48 hours of an archaeological discovery or unanticipated effects to a resource (36 
CFR § 800.13(b)(3)).  

 
1 Since the WVCC FONSI was approved in May 2020 with an unknown timing for construction, this 
version of the CRMMP only addresses Phase I/Milliken Alignment. When funding is made available to 
construct the Phase II/Haven Alignment, from Ontario International Airport to Kaiser Permanente Medical 
Center in Fontana, the FTA will initiate a Re-evaluation per 23 CFR 771.129.  The tribes, the SHPO, and 
the ACHP, if participating, will be contacted during the Section 106 process as part of the Re-evaluation. 
All consulting parties will be provided the opportunity to review and comment on the CRMMP and it will be 
revised and updated per that consultation 
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The archaeological monitor shall be a qualified archaeologist who is familiar with the types 
of resources that could be present in the project APE and shall be directly supervised by the 
SOI-qualified Archaeological PI. 

The role of the archaeological monitor will be to identify, document, and protect known and 
previously unknown cultural resources that may be uncovered during construction activities. 

This monitoring program includes: 
 
• Review of the background information provided by the Tribe(s) 
• Meetings with the construction contractor and other project personnel to coordinate field- 

monitoring efforts and schedules and explain stop-work requirements 
• A qualified archaeological monitor supervised by a qualified Archaeological PI 
• A Native American monitor 
• Completion of daily monitoring logs 
• Completion and submittal of a draft and final monitoring report 
• Completion of cultural resources noncompliance incident reporting, as needed 
 
Description of Expected Resources 

The types of archaeological resources that could be encountered within the Project APE are 
predicted based on documented resources in the vicinity and known information about the 
prehistoric and historic use of the region. A review of these data sets indicates that the 
following resources could be encountered within the APE. Additional materials not identified 
here are possible. 

Prehistoric Resources. Prehistoric materials that could be encountered include lithic 
scatters and stone tools, ground stone/milling implements such as manos and metates, 
midden deposits, hearths or rock rings, cut or burned bone, and shell or bead ornaments. 

Historic-age Resources. Historic-age materials that could be encountered include cans; 
bottles; ceramics; nails; other household items such as pots, wash basins, lanterns; 
personal items such buttons, combs, clothing; toys; agriculture or livestock-related items 
such as horseshoes, pieces of barbed wire, wire mesh fencing; commercial items such as 
restaurant ware and hotel-related items; and remnants of buried utility (e.g., gas, water, 
sewer) lines. 

Pre-Construction Worker Training 

Prior to any project excavation, the SBCTA WVCC Project Manager is responsible for the 
training of all earth moving personnel and their supervisors on the possibility for 
archaeological and tribal cultural resources discoveries.  The SBCTA has assigned Parsons 
to carry out the cultural resources work in compliance with state and federal regulations.  
Parsons has engaged Stantec to provide a qualified archaeologist and a paleontologist to 
develop the Worker Environmental Awareness Program (WEAP) and conduct the training 
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for all earth moving personnel and their supervisors. The WEAP shall be provided as a 
PowerPoint presentation and/or distributed as hand-outs, which can be presented to new 
personnel, as necessary, over the construction lifetime of the Project. The program shall 
inform personnel of the types of artifacts or features that may be encountered, the ability of 
the archaeological monitor and Native American monitor, under the authority of the SBCTA 
WVCC Project Manager, to temporarily halt or redirect work to evaluate discoveries, the 
procedures to be followed if archaeological materials are unearthed at the project site and 
if an archaeological monitor is not present, contact information for the archaeological 
personnel, and the regulatory requirements for the protection of archaeological resources. 
A sign-in sheet of contractor personnel who have received the training will be maintained 
by the SBCTA WVCC Project Manager. 

2.2 Roles and Responsibilities 

Monitoring Overview 

The individuals involved in field monitoring shall coordinate with the SBCTA WVCC Project 
Manager, or its contractor, who shall be responsible for notifying the construction team to 
schedule day- to-day archaeological and Native American monitoring requirements. The 
focus of the monitoring for the proposed construction project shall be to observe soil 
exposed by ground- disturbing activities and to determine the presence or absence and 
nature of newly discovered cultural resources. If archaeological or other cultural resources 
are identified, the monitoring team shall be prepared to protect artifacts, define exclusion 
zones, provide preliminary evaluation of discoveries, advise the construction contractor of 
the appropriate diversion of construction activities, and immediately notify the SBCTA. The 
SBCTA shall notify the FTA. The FTA shall make decisions concerning resource evaluation 
and consultation, and the SBCTA shall take measures to protect the newly discovered 
resource until those decisions have been made. If potentially significant archaeological or 
historic properties are discovered during construction, the FTA shall notify the SHPO, the 
ACHP, and the consulting tribes within 48 hours of the discovery. The notification shall 
include a preliminary evaluation of the resource under all NRHP criteria, and, if applicable, 
an assessment of adverse effects and proposed treatment measures. In general, the 
SHPO may respond within 30 calendar days from receipt of the information, but the time 
frame may be extended or shortened by mutual agreement.  If human remains are 
discovered and are determined by the County Coroner to be Native American in origin, the 
NAHC shall be notified within 48 hours (see Section 3.2).  

Personnel Qualifications 

All archaeological fieldwork conducted shall be under the direction of a SOI-
qualified Archaeological PI. The Archaeological PI shall have, at a minimum: 
• A Master’s degree in anthropology, archaeology, historic archaeology, or a closely 

related field; 
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• At least 10 years of professional archaeological management experience, with at 
least 3 of those years conducting fieldwork in California; and 

• At least 3 years of experience in a decision-making capacity on cultural resources 
projects, with at least 1 of those years in California, and the appropriate training and 
experience to knowledgably make recommendations regarding the significance of 
cultural resources. 

The archaeological monitor shall have, at a minimum: 

• A Bachelor’s degree in anthropology, archaeology, historic archaeology, or a closely 
related field; and 

• At least 1 year of archaeological construction monitoring experience in California. 
 
Qualifications of Native American monitors to be used on the project will be determined 
through consultation. 

Responsibilities 

The role of the Archaeological PI is to coordinate with the SBCTA and the FTA to ensure 
that there are no effects to known historic properties within the Project area and to ensure 
that unanticipated discoveries are adequately identified, recorded, and evaluated in 
accordance with the provisions of this CRMMP and MM CI-CR-1 and -2. The 
Archaeological PI oversees all archaeological monitoring activities and measures taken to 
address new discoveries. The PI ensures that all archaeological monitors assigned to the 
Project meet the minimum qualifications for monitors, as outlined above. The PI also 
ensures the accurate and timely completion of all daily monitoring logs and the monitoring 
report, as described below in Section 2.3. The Archaeological PI shall be available to 
respond to unanticipated discoveries, shall report new finds to the SBCTA and the FTA, 
and shall make NRHP and CRHR eligibility recommendations to the SBCTA and the FTA, 
as appropriate, and consistent with Section 2.2. The FTA maintains authority for approving 
actions carried out in compliance with Section 106 of the NHPA. 

The PI shall prepare and implement any needed research designs or treatment or 
avoidance plans. The PI shall also establish a protocol for communication with the 
Construction Supervisor, who shall confer with the PI on changes to construction schedule. 

A qualified archaeological monitor shall be present to observe ground disturbing 
construction activities, based on the locations and frequencies described above in Section 
2.1. The monitor’s role is to identify and record unanticipated discoveries, as directed by the 
Archaeological PI. The Monitor shall observe ground disturbance for any kind of 
archaeological remains that might be exposed by machines during construction activities. 
These activities include mechanical scraping, grading, and excavating. The Monitor shall 
examine exposed soils, sidewall profiles, and spoils piles. If the monitor or other 
construction personnel discover archaeological finds during construction, the monitor shall 
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have authority to halt construction and shall notify the Archaeological PI. The Monitor shall 
be responsible for following all federal, state, and project-specific safety protocols. 

Native American Monitoring 

As determined through consultation, the GBMI – Kizh Nation and SMBMI shall have the 
option to provide a Native American monitor representing the Gabrieleño during ground-
disturbing activities in specific, agreed upon locations. The Native American monitor shall 
coordinate activities with the Archaeological PI, the archaeological monitor, and on-site 
construction contractors to ensure that cultural features are treated appropriately from the 
Tribe’s point of view. All prehistoric or traditional cultural artifacts that may be found shall 
be treated appropriately, as outlined in Section 3. 

The Native American monitor shall be afforded an opportunity to participate in the 
evaluation of Native American cultural resources for significance under the NRHP criteria. 
In addition, the Native American monitor shall be invited to assist with recordation of any 
find. If test excavation or data recovery is necessary, the Native American monitor shall be 
invited to assist in excavation and site documentation. The Native American monitor shall 
be responsible for following all federal, state, and project-specific safety protocols. 

2.3 Communications 

Daily logs with a summary of monitoring activities and findings within the project APE shall 
be maintained and kept on file, as described in Section 2.5. The daily monitoring logs shall 
be included in the monitoring report. While in the field, the on-site archaeological monitor 
will be in daily contact with the construction manager for activity updates and schedule 
information. 

If appropriate notice has been given and the Native American monitor does not show up at 
the site location due to unforeseen circumstances, work may proceed, but phone calls shall 
be made as soon as possible to the appropriate tribal contacts. Likewise, if a monitor arrives 
at a scheduled work location and no workers are there, the SBCTA or their 
representative(s) shall be notified. A list of primary and secondary contact information is 
provided in Appendix B. 

The field monitors and PI shall communicate observations and recommend protection/ 
avoidance measures to the SBCTA, who will disseminate the information to the 
construction management team. The construction management team shall be responsible 
for coordination with the individual field contractor on a schedule that is consistent with the 
work effort. In turn, it is the SBCTA’s responsibility to immediately notify the FTA of any 
discoveries. The FTA shall be responsible for agency consultation with the SHPO and 
consulting Tribal Governments under Section 106 of the NHPA. 
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2.4 Health and Safety Plan 

The project shall have a mandatory Health and Safety Plan prepared prior to the start of 
construction. The Archaeological PI shall review the project’s Health and Safety Plan with 
the archaeological and Native American monitor and coordinate their attendance in the 
project construction safety meetings. Safety equipment must be worn by archaeological 
and Native American monitors at all times while on the project site. This includes high 
visibility vests with reflective material, hard toe shoes, hard hats, and protective eyewear. 
The monitors shall maintain Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) 
standards of protective safety. The monitors shall not access any deep trenches unless the 
trench walls have been prepared using OSHA standards of safety, including shoring or 
excavation techniques of sloping or benching the sidewalls. Work near heavy equipment 
shall be conducted as close to the excavations as can be accomplished while ensuring the 
safety of the monitors. As necessary, the grading equipment shall be diverted to allow 
inspection by the monitors. 

2.5 Documentation 

The archaeological monitor shall maintain a daily monitoring log that will document the 
date, hours, and amount of time spent at a construction monitoring location. The monitor 
shall describe construction locations, activities that were monitored, observations regarding 
conditions and discoveries, and general environmental factors such as weather, soil 
conditions, and topography. In addition, the daily logs shall provide a record of any unusual 
conditions, the progress of the project, and the events of the day’s monitoring. The name 
and hours of the Native American monitor shall be documented. Digital photographs shall 
be taken as appropriate to document the general activity of daily work and observations. 
The photographs will be kept as part of the permanent job file. Monitors shall provide their 
monitoring logs daily to the Archaeological PI. 

The Archaeological PI shall prepare find reports when cultural materials are encountered 
during construction. The find reports shall describe the find and treatments recommended 
for the find, if applicable. The find reports shall be delivered to the SBCTA within 48 hours of 
discovery of the find. The PI shall oversee preparation of Department of Parks and 
Recreation (DPR) 523 site records for all new finds. 

The Archaeological PI shall prepare a monitoring report, updated on a monthly basis during 
the period of construction activity. The report will provide descriptive and visual information 
regarding the monitoring conducted, including: 

• Dates and locations of monitored construction activities 
• Surface and subsurface sediments observed 
• Methods used in monitoring 
• Information on the characteristics and the potential significance of any discovered site or 
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feature 
• Assessment of the integrity and size of any discovered resource 
• Recommendations for the management of the newly discovered resources 
• Treatment/disposition of collected materials 
• Daily monitoring logs to be attached as an appendix 
• Maps and figures of newly discovered cultural resources to be included as a separate, 

confidential appendix 
• DPR 523 site records to be attached as a separate, confidential location 
• Artifact catalog for recovered materials to be attached as a separate appendix 
 
The monthly archaeological monitoring report(s) shall be submitted to the SBCTA and the FTA 
for review and approval at least two weeks prior to the scheduled FTA and SBCTA quarterly 
meeting. The FTA shall submit a copy of the monitoring report(s) to GBMI – Kizh Nation and 
SMBMI, for review and comment. The SHPO has indicated it does require receipt of 
monitoring reports when no resources have been discovered.  
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3.0 INADVERTENT ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND TRIBAL 
CULTURAL RESOURCE DISCOVERY PLAN 

This CRMMP establishes procedures and provides guidelines for the treatment of 
inadvertent discoveries during all ground-disturbing activities associated with the project. 
This plan addresses the potential for discovery of a buried precontact and historic 
archaeological site, precontact and historic archaeological features, precontact and historic 
isolated archaeological artifacts and/or cultural resources that were not identified by means 
of the completed archaeological field survey described in the West Valley Corridor 
Connector BRT Archaeological Survey Reports (July 2018 and September 2021). These 
inadvertent archaeological finds include any material culture that is greater than 50 years 
old. Finds may include human remains or cultural items consisting of cultural patrimony, 
cultural affiliation, sacred objects, and associated funerary objects. The formalization of 
these procedures in this CRMMP helps ensure all parties involved with the proposed 
project are familiar with legislated mandates and project-specific protocols for compliance, 
enabling a response to a discovery be made in a timely and responsible manner. 

If potentially significant archaeological remains are uncovered during the construction 
process, all work will be temporarily stopped or redirected to another location, as discussed 
below. Work outside the area of the find will be allowed to continue with appropriate 
monitoring. The resource location will be plotted and mapped with appropriate global 
positioning system (GPS) equipment. 

If previously unidentified cultural materials are unearthed during construction, work shall be 
halted within 100 feet (30 meters) of the find until the resource can be fully documented and 
evaluated by the archaeological monitor and/or Archaeological PI. The Native American 
monitor shall be provided an opportunity to inspect the find. All discoveries shall be treated 
as a historic property meeting NRHP eligibility criteria until a formal evaluation can be 
made by the FTA in consultation with participating tribes, the SHPO, and the ACHP. If the 
Archaeological PI determines the discovery to be an isolated find that holds no potential to 
be considered a historic property under the NHPA, the isolate shall be adequately 
documented and recorded by the archaeological monitor including basic identification and 
metrics as well as UTM locational data. Once documented and the object moved, 
construction shall be allowed to continue in that area. The Archaeological PI shall notify the 
SBCTA of the find, who will promptly notify the FTA. The FTA will then notify consulting 
tribes. It is acknowledged here the SBCTA has separate responsibilities under AB 52 to 
consult with tribes who have requested to participate in evaluating finds that may be 
considered a Tribal Cultural Resource (TCR).  

If the find potentially qualifies as a historic property under the NHPA, the ground surface 
around the discovery shall be carefully inspected to make preliminary recommendations 
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regarding the significance of the discovery. The PI can temporarily halt work for the 
inspection of a potential discovery per the project’s EIR/EA; in doing so, the archaeologist 
is expected to work closely with the Native American monitor.  

Due to contractual responsibilities, only the designated SBCTA WVCC Project Manager 
can halt construction of the overall or a portion of the project, although any project 
construction personnel, not just an archaeological monitor or tribal monitor, has the 
authority and responsibility to initiate a temporary stop work order around a find. If the 
discovery needs additional attention to be properly assessed, the SBCTA WVCC Project 
Manager shall either halt or redirect the construction work. Except for human remains, the 
discovery shall be thoroughly documented as exposed. 

If appropriate, the archaeological monitor shall establish a temporary Environmentally 
Sensitive Area (ESA) around the find, including an appropriate buffer, as determined by the 
Archaeological PI in coordination with the SBCTA WVCC Project Manager and the 
construction contractor. The ESA shall serve as a temporary construction exclusion zone to 
protect the resource from effects until the find has been documented and evaluated and 
appropriate treatment measures developed and implements, if needed. 

The PI shall immediately report the discovery to the SBCTA WVCC Project Manager with 
recommendations of what types of additional fieldwork may be necessary to determine the 
potential eligibility of the resource for the NRHP and CRHR. The SBCTA WVCC Project 
Manager shall immediately contact the FTA. Within 48 hours of the discovery, the FTA shall 
begin consultation regarding the significance of the discovery and recommendations to 
resolve adverse effects, as applicable, with the consulting tribes, the SHPO, and the 
ACHP, if after being notified, they elect to participate. The SBCTA WVCC Project Manager 
shall provide the FTA with written documentation regarding the discovery as soon as it is 
available to be shared with consulting parties. 

Determinations concerning NRHP eligibility and implementation of proposed treatment 
measures shall be made by the FTA in consultation with the consulting tribes, the SHPO, 
and the ACHP. If the determination is that the discovered resource is not eligible for the 
NRHP, the SBCTA shall issue a Notice to Proceed (NTP) for construction work in the area 
of discovery. If a discovered resource is determined to be eligible for the NRHP and effects 
to it cannot be avoided, treatment measures will be required. A Data Recovery Plan 
specific for the affected resource shall be prepared by the SBCTA's cultural resources 
contractor (i.e., Stantec), for the review and approval of FTA, and to be forwarded to the 
consulting parties, including consulting tribes and the SHPO, requesting a 30-day review 
and comment period, and allowing for 45-days for the ACHP. Data recovery efforts shall be 
focused only on the portion of the historic property that falls within the APE. 

To the degree feasible, the construction crew shall be included in discussions to avoid or 
minimize potential damage to a discovered resource. The level of effort shall be dictated by 
the nature and extent of the discovery and on the results of the initial evaluation effort using 
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the framework established in the SOI Standards and Guidelines for Archaeological 
Documentation (1983) and the National Park Service publication, The Archaeological 
Survey: Methods and Uses (1978). The focus shall be on recovering a sufficiently large data 
sample to characterize the discovery and to address regional research questions, as 
appropriate. Upon completion of any required fieldwork, a brief interim letter report 
summarizing the results shall be prepared. This letter report, to be prepared by the 
Archaeological PI for the SBCTA for the FTA, and for their transmission to the SHPO and 
consulting tribes, shall recommend whether construction work at the discovery site can 
resume, or if additional sampling is required. The letter report containing the management 
summary will be prepared within 15 calendar days of completing testing fieldwork and will 
request that consulting parties provide any review and comment within 30 calendar days of 
receipt of the interim letter report.  

A preliminary final data recovery technical report shall be prepared upon completion of 
post-field laboratory studies and analyses, assumed to be within six months of completion of 
fieldwork, and will be submitted by the FTA to the SHPO, the consulting tribes, and other 
consulting parties approved by the FTA, for a 30-day review and concurrence period, a time 
frame which may be extended through mutual agreement. Technical report(s) resulting from 
data recovery mitigation is more detailed than the letter report summarized in the preceding 
paragraph above and generally will feature focused data analysis and address several 
research-oriented questions pertinent to the discovery and goals outlined in the Data 
Recovery Plan. 

Upon acceptance by the consulting parties, the SBCTA WVCC Project Manager or designee 
will ensure the FTA-approved final (evaluation and/or treatment) technical report(s) are 
forwarded to the SCCIC at California State University-Fullerton.   

Unanticipated Discoveries that would Require Avoidance 

Inadvertent, unanticipated, or emergency discoveries that would require avoidance until an 
evaluation and/or appropriate treatment has been determined, are defined as: 

• Previously unidentified archaeological sites and features.  
 
• All artifacts and/or cultural materials within, or immediately adjacent to, cultural 

sites/resources previously determined or recommended eligible for the NRHP. 
 
• Any evidence of human remains and/or associated funerary objects, regardless of 

context of discovery. All discoveries of bone are to be treated by construction 
personnel as potential human remains until a determination can be made by the 
Archaeological PI, a qualified osteologist or forensic anthropologist, and/or County 
Coroner, as described below in Section 3.2. 
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• Diagnostic and exceptional isolated prehistoric or historic finds that are unique, 
associated with a specific setting or environment, or may contribute to the 
understanding and appreciation of California’s prehistory and history, shall be avoided 
or collected. The following list includes examples of such potential diagnostic and/or 
isolated artifacts that would merit avoidance or collection: 

Prehistoric—ceramics (e.g., decorated, rim, or basal sherds, lugs, figurines, ear spools, 
complete vessels); lithics (e.g., projectile points, exceptional/unusual ground stone, 
exceptional/unusual chipped-stone artifacts); ceremonial items (e.g., shell or bead 
ornaments, carved bone). 

Historic—ceramics (decorated rim or basal sherds, makers marks, complete vessels), 
glass (complete vessels, vessel bases with makers marks, body fragments with labels), 
buttons, marbles, pipes, figurines, or doll parts, and identifiable metal (tools, gun parts, 
machine parts, hinges, nails, buckles, flatware, wagon hardware, horse tack,) that are 
clearly 50 years of age or older. 

The following contemporary materials are examples of those that shall not be reported 
and require no avoidance, unless exceptional: 

• Plastic products limited to Styrofoam® and other foamed polystyrene products, 
Velcro®, Teflon® coated cookware, polyvinylchloride (PVC) pipe, high-density 
polyethylene, polypropylene, polyimide, thermoplastic polyester, linear low-density 
polyethylene, liquid crystal polymers, and products marked with resin codes. 

• Cans made from aluminum or bi-metal, or those with pull-tab or push-tab (metal or 
plastic) openings. 

• Aluminum foil. 
• Synthetic tires, car parts. 
• Modern electronics (CD players, VCRs, electronic appliances, personal electronics, 

computers, printers). 
• Compact disks, floppy computer disks, magnetic tape media. 
• Unidentifiable metal fragments. 
• Rubber and rubberized metal. 
• Clothing or shoes made of plastic or synthetic materials. 

 
Any cultural resources that are found with materials older than 50 years of age shall be 
documented. If there is any doubt regarding the age of a discovery, the Archaeological PI 
shall discuss this with the SBCTA when providing notice of the find. 

Inadvertent Effects to Cultural Resources 

Although it is the goal to protect known and unknown (buried) cultural resources from 
project- related effects to the extent possible, circumstances may arise when construction 
or other project-related activities cause inadvertent effects to cultural resources. The term 
“effect” is defined under 36 CFR § 800.13(b)(3) as an alteration to the characteristics of a 
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historic property qualifying it for inclusion in or eligibility for the National Register. As used 
in this CRMMP, however, the term is also meant to more broadly include the intentional or 
unintentional destruction of, damage to, or dislocation of in situ cultural resources or Native 
American human remains and associated grave goods as a result of project-related 
activities. 

Proper implementation of the procedures described in this CRMMP shall avoid or minimize 
inadvertent effects to previously undiscovered resources and human remains. If an 
inadvertent effect occurs to a cultural resource, the following procedures shall be 
implemented. 

Construction work shall be halted within 100 feet (30 meters) of the find until the resource 
can be fully documented and evaluated in consultation with the tribes. The archaeological 
monitor, if not also simultaneously serving in the role of the Native American tribal monitor,  
is on site, the monitor shall immediately notify the tribal monitor and the Archaeological PI, 
who shall notify the SBCTA, who will promptly notify the FTA. If an archaeological monitor 
is not on site, the construction contractor shall immediately notify the SBCTA, who will 
notify the FTA.  The FTA may conduct a site visit, but in any circumstance, will contact the 
consulting tribes, the SHPO, and the ACHP, within 48 hours per 36 CFR § 800.13(b)(3). 

Within 24 hours of notification of a project-related inadvertent effect to a cultural resource, 
the Archaeological PI shall provide to the SBCTA and the FTA a written summary that: 

1. Describes the resource affected; 

2. Defines in detail the nature and extent of the effect to the resource including 
photographs and maps as appropriate; 

3. Identifies the project activity that resulted in the effect, when the effect occurred, and 
whether measures were in place to prevent the effect; 
 

4. Describes measures taken to protect the resource from further effects; 

5. Provides an assessment of whether the effects have altered the significance of the 
resource; and 

6. Proposes treatment measures to reduce or mitigate the effect to the degree possible. 
 

3.1 Notification and Coordination 

A list of project contacts with current phone numbers and, if possible, e-mail addresses 
shall be provided to project personnel at the preconstruction meeting (Appendix B). 
Specific points of contact shall be identified, and their roles and responsibilities clarified at 
the initial meeting. 

Reporting any discovery of cultural resources by the archaeological or tribal monitor or any 
other project personnel during any phase of construction activities is the direct 
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responsibility of the on-site archaeological monitor. The on-site archaeological monitor, in 
collaboration with the Native American monitor, will undertake a limited investigation to 
ascertain whether any find is an isolated occurrence or whether it is indicative of a larger 
deposit. If the archaeological and Native American monitor are not on-site at the time of the 
discovery, the construction lead or on-site field manager shall report the find to the SBCTA 
or the Archaeological PI. 

3.2 Human Remains and Sacred Objects 

If any human remains are inadvertently encountered during ground-disturbing activities, all 
work shall be halted immediately within 100 feet of the find by the construction contractor, 
and the San Bernardino County or Los Angeles County Coroner, as appropriate, shall be 
contacted within 24 hours of discovery by the SBCTA WVCC Project Manager, or designee, 
in compliance with CEQA Guidelines Section 15064.5(e), California Health and Safety 
Code Section 7050.5(b), and PRC 5097.98. The SBCTA WVCC Project Manager or 
designee will also alert the FTA's assigned environmental protection specialist within 24 
hours of discovery. If the remains are determined to be Native American, the County 
Coroner will contact the NAHC, which will designate a Most Likely Descendant (MLD) to 
offer guidance on the appropriate and respectful treatment and disposition of the remains 
per California PRC 5097.98. If an MLD cannot be identified, or the MLD fails to make a 
recommendation regarding the treatment of the remains within 48 hours after being 
granted access to the project area to examine the remains, the SBCTA, in coordination 
with the FTA, shall rebury the Native American human remains and associated grave 
goods with appropriate dignity on the property in a location not subject to further 
subsurface disturbance. The FTA will notify the SHPO by email of any inadvertent discovery 
of human remains determined to be Native American; the SHPO, however, has indicated no 
formal consultation is necessary.  

Any human remains, burial sites, or funerary objects that are discovered during 
construction will be treated with the utmost respect, dignity, and confidentiality. No 
photographs should be taken unless they are needed to help identify whether the items 
observed are human remains. The appropriate Tribal representative(s) must grant approval 
for the use of any photographs and detailed drawings of human skeletal remains, 
associated grave goods or sacred objects prior to their public display or use for interpretive 
or reporting purposes. The documentation of human remains should be included as a 
separate appendix to the main body of a report and should not be available for public 
distribution unless there is a scientific or cultural interest and only when the Tribal 
representative(s) agree to such publication. 

The federal Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act of 1990 (NAGPRA) 
only applies to the FTA when a federal-aid project is located on tribal or federal lands, which 
is not the case with the WVCC Project. 
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3.3 Treatment 

Cultural resources consisting of intact subsurface deposits indicative of prehistoric or 
historic period use, or features 50 years or greater in age, will require more extensive 
treatment, including an assessment of significance/eligibility to the NRHP. 

The Archaeological PI, in consultation with participating tribes, and on behalf of the SBCTA 
and the FTA, shall make an initial assessment of potential eligibility. The FTA shall consult 
with the consulting tribes, the SHPO, and the ACHP on this recommendation of eligibility 
and, if applicable, the resolution of adverse effects. 

The procedures below are assumed appropriate to inadvertent finds, but different 
procedures may be used consistent with the best professional judgment of the 
archaeologists and in consultation with the tribes, as determined in part, on the nature of 
the inadvertent find and on historic-era information of the project vicinity the GBMI – Kizh 
Nation shared with the FTA during a requested field trip. All prehistoric and historic cultural 
material discovered during project construction shall be recorded by a professional 
archaeologist on the State of California DPR 523 site or isolate form using standard 
techniques. The NAHC maintains a Sacred Lands Inventory. All burials, reburials, and 
sacred, religious, or ceremonial sites shall be recorded on the Sacred Lands Inventory 
Form, which is submitted to the NAHC. The FTA shall make decisions in consultation with 
the appropriate Tribal representative(s) and the SHPO. 

To evaluate the potential eligibility of archaeological sites under Criterion D, in addition to 
tribal consultation, a Phase II testing effort may be necessary. If project effects to an 
archaeological site cannot be further avoided, a Phase II study may be undertaken to 
evaluate the site under NRHP and CRHR criteria and to assess potential project effects. A 
Phase II study may consist of test excavations and other information to accomplish these 
objectives. 

Site overviews, features, and artifacts will be photographed; stratigraphic profiles and soil/ 
sediment descriptions shall be prepared for subsurface exposures. Discovery locations shall 
be documented on scaled site plans and site location maps. Cultural features, horizons, and 
artifacts detected in buried sediments may require further evaluation using hand-dug test 
units. Units may be dug in controlled fashion to expose features, collect samples from 
undisturbed contexts, or interpret complex stratigraphy. A test excavation unit or small 
trench might also be used to determine if an intact occupation surface is present. Test units 
shall be used only when necessary to gather information on the nature, extent, and integrity 
of subsurface cultural deposits to evaluate the site’s significance. Excavations shall be 
conducted using state-of-the-art techniques for controlling provenience. Spatial information, 
depth of excavation levels, natural and cultural stratigraphy, presence or absence of cultural 
material, and depth to sterile soil, regolith, or bedrock shall be recorded for each probe on a 
standard form. Test excavation units shall be recorded on unit-level forms, which include 
plan maps for each excavated level, and material type, number, and vertical provenience 
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(depth below surface and stratum association where applicable) for all artifacts recovered 
from the level. A stratigraphic profile shall be drawn for at least one wall of each test 
excavation unit. Sediments excavated for purposes of cultural resources investigation shall 
be screened through 1/8-inch mesh unless soil conditions warrant 1/4-inch mesh. All 
artifacts collected from the surface and from probes and excavation units shall be analyzed, 
catalogued, and temporarily curated. 

Prehistoric archaeological sites usually require test excavation to determine whether they 
qualify for inclusion in the NRHP. There are instances, however, in which a determination 
can be made without Phase II excavation. A site may be determined to be eligible for 
inclusion in the NRHP on the basis of: (a) Information generated from previous excavations; 
(b) Unusual and important surface characteristics or features, such as house pits; (c) 
Ethnographic or ethnohistoric information, or other information obtained through Native 
American consultation; and (d) Existing stratigraphic exposures indicating the presence of 
important subsurface constituents. 

Phase III excavations conducted as part of any proposed data recovery program will only 
occur if a resource is determined eligible for the NRHP, and when the eligible resource 
cannot be prudently avoided by project activities. Should a Data Recovery Plan become 
necessary, the FTA will further consult with the consulting tribes, the SHPO, and the ACHP, 
and request review and comment on the draft Data Recovery Plan within a 30-day time 
frame.  

Ultimate disposition of cultural materials shall be determined in consultation with the FTA, 
the SHPO, and the consulting tribes. The SBCTA shall be responsible for the decisions and 
fees associated with appropriate long-term curation or donation of prehistoric, ethnohistoric, 
and historic artifacts, data samples, and records resulting from the project investigation. 
Within 90 days of concluding fieldwork, a technical report describing all monitoring, and if 
applicable, resultant archaeological excavations, shall be provided to the SBCTA WVCC 
Project Manager, who shall forward the report to the FTA, who in turn, shall transmit it to the 
consulting tribe(s), the SHPO, and if participating, the ACHP, for a 30-day review and 
comment period. If no comments are received from a party within the 30-day review period, 
the FTA may assume that the non-responsive party has no comment. The FTA shall take 
into consideration all comments received in writing within the 30-day review period and may 
make revisions before finalizing the documentation. The review time frame may be 
extended or shortened by mutual agreement. Upon its acceptance by consulting parties, 
the SBCTA WVCC Project Manager or designee will ensure the final technical report is 
forwarded to the SCCIC at California State University-Fullerton. If assessment activity 
exposes human remains (i.e., burials, isolated teeth, or bones), the notification process 
described in Section 3.2 shall be followed. 
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3.4 Collection, Records Management, and Curation 

Collection and any subsequent analysis of artifacts shall occur by the implementing 
cultural resources contractor under direction of the SBCTA WVCC Project Manager or its 
designee, under the authority and review of the FTA, in consultation with the tribe(s). All 
recovered artifacts of the GBMI – Kish Nation and SMBMI tribal history or ancestry shall 
be given to the consulting tribes(s), or reburied nearby, as feasible, and as agreed upon in 
consultation. Should consulting tribes not reach consensus on the ultimate disposition, 
recovered artifacts will be submitted to San Bernardino County Museum (SBCM) for 
curation. Artifacts or ecofacts collected as a result of cultural resources monitoring, testing, 
and/or mitigation, and any required subsequent treatment, shall be analyzed, catalogued, 
and prepared in accordance with 36 CFR Part 79 and the curation guidelines of the SBCM. 

If necessary, a curation agreement shall be established by the SBCTA for all pertinent 
cultural material collected during any phase of archaeological work associated with the 
project. All collected material shall be temporarily curated in a secured location on-site or 
archaeological laboratory, and will be available to be viewed by interested parties. After 
completion of the project, material not otherwise submitted to consulting tribes or reburied, 
as per consultation, will be curated at a facility that meets the standards required in 36 
CFR Part 79. 

3.5 Site Assessment/Treatment Documentation and Schedule 

The PI and archaeological monitor shall document all efforts focused on the assessment 
and treatment of cultural resources identified during monitoring. The PI shall submit a formal 
notice of completion of efforts to the SBCTA/FTA, which is required for the release from 
suspension of work orders within 24 hours of completion. 

Individuals involved in the monitoring and potential discovery program shall meet the 
qualification requirements for professional education and experience as defined in 36 CFR 
Part 800 of the National Historic Preservation Act. Professional services will be performed 
by individuals meeting all applicable federal regulations and guidelines according to the 
SOI’s Professional Qualifications Standards (Federal Register Notice Vol. 48, No. 190, pp. 
44738–44739, 1983). DRAFT
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4.0 NOTIFICATION AND RESPONSE FOR NEW FINDS 
 
 

 
 

ACTION 

 
Archaeological 

Monitor 

 
 
Tribal Monitor2 

 
Construction 
Contractor 

 
Archaeological 

Principal 
Investigator 

 
 

SBCTA/FTA 

 
 
SHPO 

 
 
 
 
 

Initial 
Response/ 
Notification of 
Discovery 

Temporarily halts 
ground disturbing 
activities near find 
and notifies 
SBCTA PM. 
Consults with 
Native American 
monitor. Notifies PI 
of find and 
construction 
contractor of 
potential work 
disruption. 
Establishes ESA 
in coordination 
with PI. 

Temporarily 
halts ground 
disturbing 
activities near 
find. Consults 
with 
archaeological 
monitor. 

If potential find 
is discovered by 
construction 
contractor when 
no monitor is 
present, work is 
redirected away 
from find; the 
SBCTA PM 
and PI are 
promptly 
alerted. 

Inspects new 
discovery and 
notifies the 
SBCTA. 
Records resource 
and prepares a 
find report. Makes 
preliminary 
recommendation 
on its NRHP 
eligibility after 
consultation with 
Tribe(s). 

 
 
 
 
 

The SBCTA 
notifies the FTA of 
discovery. The 
FTA notifies 
Tribe(s), the 
SHPO, and the 
ACHP. 

 

 
 
 
 

Human 
Remains 
Discovered 

 
Immediately notifies 
construction 
contractor and PI of 
the discovery. 
Construction 
activities halted and 
area secured with 
ESA. 

 
 
Immediately 
notifies 
construction 
contractor, 
archaeological 
monitor and PI. 

 
 

Gives 
instruction to 
construction 
crew. 
Enforces ESA 
buffer. 

 
 

Immediately 
notifies the 
SBCTA of 
discovery. 
Ensures 
protocols are 
being followed. 

The SBCTA 
notifies the 
Coroner and the 
FTA. If remains 
are determined by 
Coroner to be 
Native American, 
the FTA consults 
with MLD, as 
identified by the 
NAHC. 

 

 

Suspend Work 
Order 

 
Monitors 
maintenance of 
ESA. 

 
Monitors 
maintenance of 
ESA. 

Gives 
instruction to 
construction 
crew; maintains 
ESA 

Ensures adequate 
ESA is established 
and maintained. 

 
Stop Work Order 
is issued through 
the SBCTA PM. 

 

 
2 The response to activities by responsible parties outlined here has been simplified and may involve further refinement, 
depending on the individual(s) selected to conduct archaeological monitoring and tribal monitoring, as they may or may 
not be the same person. 
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Notification and Response for New Finds (Continued) 

 

 
ACTION 

 
Archaeological 

Monitor 
Tribal 

Monitor 
Construction 
Contractor 
Foreman 

 
Principal 

Investigator 
 

SBCTA/FTA 
 

SHPO 

 
 
 
 
 

Evaluate 
Significance 
and Assess 
Effects 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Assists PI with 
evaluation of find, 
as needed. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Assists PI with 
evaluation of 
find 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Maintains 
ESA. 

 

 

Completes resource 
evaluation and 
assessment of effects 
in consultation with 
Tribe(s) and provides 
documentation and 
treatment 
recommendations to 
the SBCTA. Prepares 
treatment plan if 
needed. 

The SBCTA 
makes 
recommendation
s to the FTA. 
The FTA 
consults with 
the Tribe(s), the 
SHPO, and the 
ACHP, on 
NRHP eligibility, 
assessment of 
effects, and 
appropriate 
treatment. The 
SBCTA and the 
FTA review and 
approve 
treatment plan. 

 
 

Reviews 
submitted 
documentation 
and provides a 
formal 
determination 
on NRHP 
eligibility, 
assessment of 
effects, and 
treatment plan. 

 
 
 
 
 

Mitigate 
Effect 

 
 
 
 
 

Assists PI as 
needed. 

 
 
 
 
Assists 
archaeologists 
as needed 

 
 
 
 
 

Maintains 
ESA. 

 
 
If discovered 
resource is NRHP 
eligible and effects 
cannot be avoided, 
implements treatment 
plan. 
Mitigation report is 
prepared and 
submitted to the 
SBCTA. 

The SBCTA 
submits 
mitigation 
report to the 
FTA on 
mitigation 
results. The 
FTA reviews 
report and 
submits to the 
Tribe(s) and 
the SHPO and 
continues 
consultation. 

 
 
 
 

Reviews 
submitted 
documentation. 

 
 
 

Resume 
Work 

 
 

Removes ESA 
upon 
authorization 
from PI. 

 
 
Removes ESA 
upon 
authorization 
from PI 

 
The SBCTA 
will issue NTP 
to construction 
contractor and 
PI when work 
may resume at 
site. 

 
 

Upon notification 
from the SBCTA, 
authorizes removal 
of ESA. 

 
 

The FTA 
informs the 
SBCTA when it 
may issue NTP 
to construction 
contractor. 
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Appendix A DESIGNATED MONITORING AREAS  
FOR PHASE I MILLIKEN ALIGNMENT  
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Appendix B CONTACT INFORMATION 
 

 

1. FTA Contacts 
 

Director, Office of Planning and Program Development: Ted Matley 
(415) 734-9468 
ted.matley@dot.gov 

 
Environmental Protection Specialist: Candice Hughes 

(213) 629-8613 
candice.hughes@dot.gov 

2. SBCTA Contacts 
 

Project Manager: Victor Lopez 
(909) 804-8276 
vlopez@gosbcta.com 

 
Archaeologist Principal Investigator:3 Dr. Alex Kirkish 

(619) 417-3201 
Alex.Kirkish@parsons.com 

 
3. Omnitrans Contacts 

 
Planning Manager: Anna Jaiswal 

(909) 379-7256 
anna.jaiswal@omnitrans.org 

 
4. Other Agency Contacts 

 
SB County Sheriff-Coroner: Shannon D. Dicus 

(909) 387-2978 
crnr-requests@sbcsd.org 

 
LA County Sheriff: Alex Villanueva 

(213) 229-1700 
Sibmedia24hrs@lasd.org 

 

LA County Coroner: Jonathon R. Lucas 
(323) 343-0512 
info@coroner.lacounty.gov 

 
3 It is anticipated that once selected, the name of the Stantec PI will be substituted for the Parsons PI named here.  
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5. Tribal Contacts 

 
Gabrieleño Band of Mission Indians-Kizh Nation 
Chairperson: Andrew Salas 

(626) 926-4131 
admin@gabrielenoindians.org 

 
Administrative Specialist: Brandy Salas 

(844) 390-0787 
admin@gabrielenoindians.org 

 
Tribe Member: Matt Teutimez 

(844) 390-0787 
admin@gabrielenoindians.org 
 

Tribal Archaeologist/PI: John A Torres 
(909) 705-6241 
jtorres@tcrmanagement.net 
 

 
San Manuel Band of Mission Indians 
Chairperson: Kenneth Ramirez 

(909) 864-8933 
kramirez@sanmanuel-nsn.gov 

 
Director, Cultural Resources : Jessica Mauck 

(909) 864-8933 x3249 
jmauck@sanmanuel-nsn.gov 

 
Augustine Band of Cahuilla Indians 
Chairperson: Amanda Vance 

(760) 398-4722 
info@augustinetribe-NSN.gov 

 
Vice-Chairperson: William Vance 

(760) 398-4722 
info@augustinetribe-NSN.gov 

 
Tribal Secretary: Victoria Martin 

(760) 398-4722 
info@augustinetribe-NSN.gov 

 
Additional contacts will be added upon request. 
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