
 

 

Meeting Procedures and Rules of Conduct 
 

Meeting Procedures - The Ralph M. Brown Act is the state law which guarantees the public’s 
right to attend and participate in meetings of local legislative bodies.  These rules have been 
adopted by the Board of Directors in accordance with the Brown Act, Government Code Sec. 
54950 et seq., and shall apply at all meetings of the Board of Directors and Policy Committees. 
Accessibility & Language Assistance - The meeting facility is accessible to persons with 
disabilities. A designated area is reserved with a microphone that is ADA accessible for public 
speaking. A designated section is available for wheelchairs in the west side of the boardroom 
gallery. If assistive listening devices, other auxiliary aids or language assistance services are 
needed in order to participate in the public meeting, requests should be made through the Clerk 
of the Board at least three (3) business days prior to the Board meeting.  The Clerk can be 
reached by phone at (909) 884-8276 or via email at clerkoftheboard@gosbcta.com and the office 
is located at 1170 W. 3rd Street, 2nd Floor, San Bernardino, CA.  
Service animals are permitted on SBCTA’s premises.  The ADA defines service animals as dogs 
or miniature horses that are individually trained to do work or perform tasks for people with 
disabilities.  Under the ADA, service animals must be harnessed, leashed, or tethered, unless 
these devices interfere with the service animal’s work, or the individual’s disability prevents 
using these devices. In that case, the individual must maintain control of the animal through 
voice, signal, or other effective controls. 
Members of the Board of Directors and any Policy Committee with a disability may participate 
in any meetings of their respective legislative bodies by remote participation as a reasonable 
accommodation in accordance with Government Code Sec. 54953(c). 
Accesibilidad y asistencia en otros idiomas - Las personas con discapacidad pueden acceder a 
la sala de reuniones. Se reserva una zona designada con un micrófono accesible que cumple con 
los requisitos de la ADA para hablar en público. Una sección designada está disponible para 
sillas de ruedas en el lado oeste de la galería de la sala de reuniones. Si se necesitan dispositivos 
de ayuda auditiva, otras ayudas auxiliares o servicios de asistencia en otros idiomas para 
participar en la reunión pública, las solicitudes deben presentarse al Secretario de la Junta al 
menos tres (3) días hábiles antes de la fecha de la reunión de la Junta.  Puede comunicarse con el 
Secretario llamando al (909) 884-8276 o enviando un correo electrónico a 
clerkoftheboard@gosbcta.com. La oficina se encuentra en 1170 W. 3rd Street, 2nd Floor, 
San Bernardino, CA. 
Los animales de servicio están permitidos en las instalaciones de SBCTA.  La ADA define a los 
animales de servicio como perros o caballos miniatura que son entrenados individualmente para 
hacer trabajo o realizar tareas para personas con discapacidades.  Según la ADA, los animales de 
servicio deben tener un arnés o ser atados, a menos que estos dispositivos interfieran con el 
trabajo del animal de servicio, o que la discapacidad de la persona impida el uso de estos 
dispositivos. En ese caso, la persona debe mantener el control del animal a través de su voz, 
señales u otros controles efectivos. 
Los miembros de la Junta Directiva y de cualquier Comité de Políticas que tengan una 
discapacidad podrán participar en cualquier reunion de sus respectivos órganos legislativos 
mediante participación remota como una adaptación razonable de conformidad con el artículo 
54953(c) del Código de Gobierno. 
Agendas – All agendas are posted at www.gosbcta.com/board/meetings-agendas/ at least 72 
hours in advance of the meeting. Staff reports related to agenda items may be reviewed online at 
that web address. Agendas are also posted at 1170 W. 3rd Street, 1st Floor, San Bernardino at 
least 72 hours in advance of the meeting.  
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Agenda Actions – Items listed on both the “Consent Calendar” and “Discussion” contain 
recommended actions.  The Board of Directors will generally consider items in the order listed 
on the agenda.  However, items may be considered in any order.  New agenda items can be 
added and action taken as provided in the Ralph M. Brown Act Government Code Sec. 
54954.2(b). 
Closed Session Agenda Items – Consideration of closed session items excludes members of the 
public.  These items include issues related to personnel, pending litigation, labor negotiations and 
real estate negotiations.  Prior to each closed session, the President of the Board or Committee 
Chair (“President”) will announce the subject matter of the closed session.  If reportable action is 
taken in closed session, the President shall report the action to the public at the conclusion of the 
closed session. 
Public Testimony on an Item – Members of the public are afforded an opportunity to speak on 
any listed item. Individuals in attendance at SBCTA who desire to speak on an item may 
complete and turn in a "Request to Speak" form, specifying each item an individual wishes to 
speak on.  Individuals may also indicate their desire to speak on an agenda item when the 
President asks for public comment.  When recognized by the President, speakers should be 
prepared to step forward and announce their name for the record.  In the interest of facilitating 
the business of the Board, speakers are limited to three (3) minutes on each item.  Additionally, a 
twelve (12) minute limitation is established for the total amount of time any one individual may 
address the Board at any one meeting.  The President or a majority of the Board may establish a 
different time limit as appropriate, and parties to agenda items shall not be subject to the time 
limitations.  Any individual who wishes to share written information with the Board may provide 
35 copies to the Clerk of the Board for distribution. If providing written information for 
distribution to the Board, such information must be emailed to the Clerk of the Board, at 
clerkoftheboard@gosbcta.com, no later than 2:00 pm the day before the meeting in order to 
allow sufficient time to distribute the information. Written information received after the 
2:00 pm deadline will not be distributed. Information provided as public testimony is not read 
into the record by the Clerk.  Consent Calendar items can be pulled at Board member request and 
will be brought up individually at the specified time in the agenda. Any consent item that is 
pulled for discussion shall be treated as a discussion item, allowing further public comment from 
any members of the public who haven’t already commented on the item during the meeting. 
Public Comment –An opportunity is also provided for members of the public to speak on any 
subject within the Board’s jurisdiction.  Matters raised under “Public Comment” will not be 
acted upon at that meeting. See “Public Testimony on an Item” and “Agenda Actions”, above. 
Disruptive or Prohibited Conduct – If any meeting of the Board is willfully disrupted by a 
person or by a group of persons so as to render the orderly conduct of the meeting impossible, 
the President may recess the meeting or order the person, group or groups of person willfully 
disrupting the meeting to leave the meeting or to be removed from the meeting.  Disruptive or 
prohibited conduct includes without limitation addressing the Board without first being 
recognized, not addressing the subject before the Board, repetitiously addressing the same 
subject, failing to relinquish the podium when requested to do so, bringing into the meeting any 
type of object that could be used as a weapon, including without limitation sticks affixed to 
signs, or otherwise preventing the Board from conducting its meeting in an orderly manner.   
Your cooperation is appreciated! 
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